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OVERVIEW 

What  do  you  think  of  yourself  as  first  and  foremost  -  an  Albertan?  A  westerner? 
A  Canadian?  Why  do  you  feel  this  way?  If  you  lived  in  a  Newfoundland  fishing 
village,  would  you  have  the  same  concerns  and  attitudes  that  you  have  as  an 
Albertan? 

Canada  is  a  vast  country  with  tremendous  geographic,  historical,  economic,  and 
cultural  differences.  Canada  is  a  country  of  regions.  What  are  Canada's  major 
regions?  How  have  they  come  to  exist?  Is  Canada  strengthened  or  weakened  by 
its  regional  diversity?  Should  Canada,  despite  its  variety  of  regions,  pursue  a 
strong  national  identity?  Questions  such  as  these  will  be  the  focus  of  your  study 
in  this  module. 
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Evaluation 

Your  mark  in  this  module  will  be  determined  by  the  work  in  the  Assignment 
Booklet.  You  must  complete  all  assignments.  In  this  module  you  are  expected  to 
complete  four  section  assignments. 

The  assignment  breakdown  is  as  follows: 

Section  1  Assignment  30% 

Section  2  Assignment  30% 

Section  3  Assignment  30% 

Section  4  Assignment  10% 


TOTAL  100% 


Course  Overview 

Social  Studies  10  contains  six  modules. 


Module  1 

Regionalism 

Module  4 
Politics  and 
Government 


Module  2 
Sovereignty 


Module  5 

Citizen 

Participation 


Module  3 
Identity 


Module  6 
Rights  and 
Responsibilities 
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Regional  Diversity 


(Canada  is  a  huge  and  varied  land  in  all  ways.  In  geography,  history,  economics, 
and  culture,  each  area  of  Canada  is  different  and  unique. 

In  this  section  you  will  learn  about  some  of  the  forces  which  lead  to  diversity 
within  the  country,  and  how  these  forces  create  regions  which  are  distinct  from 
one  another. 
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Have  you  ever  travelled  outside 
your  home  province? 


Activity  1 :  Test  Your  Knowledge  of  Canada 

How  well  do  you  know  Canada?  Test  your  knowledge  of  Canada  by  completing 
the  following  questions. 

1.  On  the  outline  map  given  here,  draw  the  borders  of  Canada's  ten  provinces 
and  two  territories  where  you  think  they  should  be  (no  cheating!)  and  fill  in 
their  names. 
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Now  list  in  the  spaces  given  the  names  of  the  ten  provinces  and  two 
territories,  and  beside  each  write  the  name  of  its  capital  city.  Then  estimate 
the  population  of  each  province  and  territory. 


Province  or 
Territory 

Capital  City 

Population 

(to  nearest  1000) 

Ottawa,  Canada's  capital,  is  situated  on  a  river  that  separates  two  provinces. 
Which  two  provinces  are  these? 


No  doubt  you  know  that  Quebec  has  the  highest  percentage  of  French- 
speaking  people.  Which  province  has  the  second  highest  percentage? 


Which  province  carries  out  the  most  manufacturing? 


List  any  three  provinces  other  than  Alberta  and  beside  each  Hst  its  two  or 
three  main  industries. 


Province 

Industries 

Here  are  a  number  of  Canadian  geographic  features.  Match  the  numbers 
from  the  following  map  to  the  name  of  the  feature. 


Lake  Superior 
Lake  Erie 
Lake  Huron 
Lake  Michigan 
Lake  Ontario 

South  Saskatchewan  River 

North  Saskatchewan  River 

James  Bay 

Baffin  Island 

St.  Lawrence  River 


Coastal  Mountains 
Mackenzie  River 
Great  Slave  Lake 
Anticosti  Island 
Ungava  Bay 
Niagara  Falls 
Lake  Winnipeg 
Lake  Athabasca 
Eraser  River 
Great  Bear  Lake 
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Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  1:  Activity  1 


Well,  how  did  you  do?  The  fact  is  that  most  students  would  have  had  a  few 
problems  with  Activity  1.  Do  you  seem  to  know  more  about  your  own  province 
than  about  the  rest  of  Canada?  Canada  is  such  a  large  country  that  many  people 
do  identify  more  with  their  local  area  -  their  region  or  province  -  and  are  content 
with  a  hazy  idea  about  the  rest  of  the  country. 

Canada's  size,  indeed,  makes  it  a  rather  difficult  country  to  govern. 
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In  the  activities  which  follow  you  will  take  a  look  at  the  diverse  nature  of  this 
country  -  a  diverse  nature  that  is  both  a  strength  of  and  a  challenge  to  Canada's 
nationhood. 
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Activity  2:  Canada's  Political  and  Geographic 
Divisions 

As  you  know,  Canada  has  political  divisions:  it  is  divided  into  ten  provinces  and 
two  territories.  But  the  country  is  also  divided  geographically  into  distinct 
regions,  as  the  following  map  shows. 


Using  this  map,  answer  the  following  questions. 


1.   What  evidence  does  the  map  provide  to  suggest  that  Canada  is  a  diverse 
country  physically? 


2.   Do  the  boundaries  for  political  and  physical  regions  tend  to  correspond  (that 
is,  be  in  the  same  place)? 
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3.   Place  in  the  spaces  in  the  right-hand  column  the  names  of  the  provinces  or 
territories  that  fall  into  each  physical  region.  It  is  possible  to  use  a  province 
or  territory  more  than  once  as  it  may  fall  into  two  or  more  regions.  One  is 
done  for  you. 


Physical  Region 

Provinces/Territories 

Cordillera 

Great  Central  Plain 

Canadian  Shield 

Great  Lakes-St.  Lawrence 
Lowlands 

Ontario/Quebec 

Atlantic 

North 

Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  1:  Activity  2. 


Activity  3:  Canada's  Physical  Regions 

Why  does  Canada  have  such  a  variety  of  political  and  geographic  boundaries?  If 
you  look  first  at  Canada's  political  divisions  and  ask  why  there  are  so  many,  the 
answer  is  easy.  Canada  is  a  vast  country  -  second  in  physical  size  only  to  Russia 
-  and  any  attempt  to  govern  it  entirely  from  one  spot  would  prove  difficult 
indeed.  True,  there  is  a  central  government  in  Ottawa  to  deal  with  matters  of 
national  concern,  but  the  country  has  also  been  divided  into  smaller  areas,  each 
with  its  own  government  to  deal  with  more  local  issues. 

Entirely  separate  from  Canada's  political  divisions  are  the  physical  divisions. 
These  divisions  are  based  on  the  land  itself;  and  in  a  country  as  large  as  Canada 
there  is  bound  to  be  a  variety  of  landforms  -  flat  plains,  rocky  outcroppings, 
treeless  tundra,  dense  forests,  and  towering  mountains. 
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Why  are  Canada's  political  divisions  not  based  on  its  geographic  features?  The 
answer  is  essentially  Canada's  history.  No  super  planning  board  designed 
Canada's  settlement.  As  settlers  pushed  west,  opening  up  one  area  after  another, 
forces  such  as  population,  economics,  and  poUtics  resulted  in  the  political 
divisions  with  which  you  are  familiar  today. 

This  is  not  to  say,  though,  that  physical  regions  have  had  no  bearing  on  the  way 
Canada  has  been  divided  politically.  An  area's  geography  determines  what 
natural  resources  it  has  -  good  farm  land,  minerals,  forests,  fish.  It  is  such 
resources  that  attract  settlement  and  determine  the  wealth,  population,  and,  to  a 
large  degree,  the  attitudes  and  concerns  of  the  people  who  live  there.  It  is  forces 
such  as  these  that  have  strongly  influenced  the  way  Canada  has  been  populated, 
and  hence  the  way  political  divisions  have  been  created. 

1 .   In  your  own  words  explain  what  a  physical  region  is. 


2.   Why  don't  Canada's  political  divisions  match  its  physical  regions  more 
closely? 


3.   Explain  how  physical  geography  affects  where  people  live. 
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4.   Based  on  the  reading,  Canada 's  Physical  Regions,  organize  the  following 
information  to  show  a  cause/effect  relationship.  The  first  box  has  been  filled 
in  to  get  you  started.  To  determine  the  term  for  the  next  box,  consider  which 
of  the  remaining  three  terms  is  the  most  direct  result  of  physical  geography. 


•  Economic  Activities  (Agriculture/Industry) 

•  Population 

•  Natural  Resources 

•  Physical  Geography 


Physical  Geography 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  1:  Activity  3. 


Activity  4:  Canada's  Climatic  and  Vegetation 
Regions 

Canada  can  be  divided  up  not  only  physically,  but  also  in  terms  of  its  climate  and 
vegetation.  The  maps  that  follow  illustrate  these  divisions. 
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Boreal:  northern  climate, 
with  hot  summers  and  long, 
cold  winters 


Canada's  Climatic  Regions 


Key: 

West  Coast 

Mountain 

Arctic 

Boreal 

[=□ 

Prairie 

Southeastern 

Tundra:  generally  treeless 
area,  with  permafrost 


Canada's  Land  Use  Regions 


Key: 

Tundra 

zzz 

Non-commercial  forest 

Commercial  forest 

Mixed  farming 

Grain  farming 

czn 

Irrigated  land 

Newfoundland 


Princ^tdward  Island 
New 

Brunswick 


Nova  Scotia 
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Use  the  preceding  maps  to  complete  the  following  chart.  This  should  enable  you 
to  see  more  clearly  the  relationships  between  physical  geography,  climate  zones, 
and  vegetation  zones  in  Canada. 


The  information  on  the  Atlantic  region  has  been  filled  in  to  give  you  an  example. 


Physical  Region 

Climate 

Vegetation 

North 

Cordillera 

Great  Central  Plain 

Canadian  Shield 

Great  Lakes-St. 
Lawrence  Lowlands 

Atlantic 

boreal,  southeastern 

commercial  forest,  mixed  farming 

Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  1 :  Activity  4. 


This  is  an  example  of  boreal  forest. 
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Activity  5:  Wliere  Canadians  Live 

So  far  you  have  seen  that  Canada  is  divided  into  political,  physical,  climatic,  and 
vegetation  regions.  These  factors  influence  where  people  live. 

In  Activity  1  you  estimated  Canada's  population  province  by  province.  The 
following  chart  gives  you  the  information  you  were  asked  to  estimate. 


Population  of  Provinces  and  Territories,  1991* 


How  close  were  your  estimates? 


Province  or  Territory 

Population 
(to  nearest  1000) 

Ontario 

9  840  000 

Quebec 

6  812  000 

British  Columbia 

3  186  000 

Alberta 

2  501  000 

Manitoba 

1  093  000 

Saskatchewan 

995  000 

Nova  Scotia 

898  000 

New  Brunswick 

726  000 

Newfoundland  and  Labrador 

572  000 

Prince  Edward  Island 

130  000 

Northwest  Territories 

54  000 

Yukon  Territory 

27  000 

Canada 

26  833  000 

STATISTICS  CANADA  ^Estimated  as  of  January  1 ,  1 99 1 


1.   What  problems  do  you  think  might  arise  in  Canada  due  to  the  imbalances  in 
its  provincial  populations? 
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As  you  can  see,  Canada's  population  is  by  no  means  distributed  equally 
among  the  provinces  and  territories.  This  is  shown  even  more  clearly  when 
the  percentage  of  the  total  population  is  calculated  for  each  province  and 
territory. 

Here  is  how  to  calculate  the  percentage  of  Canada's  population  for  Ontario: 

9  840  000  (population  of  province) 

  X  100  =  36.7% 

26  833  000  (population  of  Canada) 

Using  the  statistics  you  have  been  given,  calculate  the  percentage  of 
Canada's  population  accounted  for  by  each  province  and  territory.  Round 
off  numbers  to  one  decimal  point. 


Province/T  erritory 

%  Population 

Ontario 

36.7 

Quebec 

British  Columbia 

Alberta 

Manitoba 

Saskatchewan 

Nova  Scotia 

New  Brunswick 

Newfoundland/Labrador 

Prince  Edward  Island 

Northwest  Territories 

Yukon  Territory 
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One  way  to  observe  your  calculations  is  to  construct  a  circle  graph.  The  first 
thing  to  do  is  to  change  your  percentages  to  angular  degrees. 

Here  is  how  to  calculate  angular  degrees: 

A  circle  has  360  degrees,  while  percentages  total  100.  Therefore,  one 

percent  will  be       or  3.6  degrees.  To  find  the  angular  degrees  for  a 

particular  province,  multiply  the  population  percentage  (this  is  the  number  you 
calculated  in  the  previous  question)  by  3.6  (the  number  of  degrees  per  each 
percent).  Remember,  round  off  your  answer  to  the  nearest  degree. 

Here  are  the  calculations  for  Ontario: 

36.7  X  3.6  =  132.1  degrees,  rounded  off  to  132  degrees 

a.    Complete  the  following  chart  by  calculating  the  angular  degrees  for  each 
province  and  territory.  Use  the  percentages  you  obtained  in  Question  2. 


Province/Territory 

%  Population 

Angular  Degrees 

Ontario 

36.7 

132 

Quebec 

British  Columbia 

Alberta 

Manitoba 

Saskatchewan 

Nova  Scotia 

New  Brunswick 

Newfoundland/Labrador 

Prince  Edward  Island 

Northwest  Territories 

Yukon  Territory 
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b.   Now  complete  the  circle  graph  that  follows.  To  complete  the  circle 
graph,  you  will  need  to  make  use  of  a  protractor  to  measure  the  angular 
degrees  necessary  for  each  province  and  territory.  Note  that  the  starting 
point  for  dividing  the  circle  is  0  degrees.  Each  section  is  then  drawn  in  a 
clockwise  direction.  Before  you  begin,  make  certain  your  calculations 
add  up  to  360  degrees.  If  not,  small  changes  may  have  to  be  made  for 
rounding  off  to  the  nearest  whole  number.  The  first  sector  for  Ontario 
has  been  drawn  in  at  132  degrees.  Your  sectors  should  be  drawn  in  using 
the  same  order  as  they  appear  in  the  statistics. 

Finally,  use  coloured  pencils  to  colour-code  your  graph,  matching  the 
colour  in  the  space  beside  each  province  to  the  corresponding  section  of 
the  circle. 

Population  Distribution  of  Canada 

Ontario 
Quebec 

British  Columbia 
Alberta 
Manitoba 
Saskatchewan 
Nova  Scotia 
New  Brunswick 
Nfld./Labrador 
Prince  Edward  Island 
Northwest  Territories 
Yukon  Territory 


4.    What  advantage  is  there  to  using  a  circle  graph  rather  than  a  list  of  numbers? 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  1 :  Activity  5. 
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Rural:  country;  to  do  with  the 
country 

Urban:  city;  to  do  with  cities 
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Activity  6:  Rural  and  Urban  Populations 

Not  only  is  there  a  difference  in  the  size  of  the  provincial  populations  in  Canada, 
but  there  are  also  imbalances  in  the  numbers  of  people  who  live  in  rural  areas 
and  in  urban  areas.  The  graph  that  follows,  based  on  1986  figures,  makes  this 
clear. 
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Use  the  Rural  and  Urban  Populations  of  Canada  graph  to  answer  these 
questions. 

1.   Are  most  Canadians  urban  or  rural  dwellers? 


2.   In  which  regions  of  Canada  do  you  find  the  highest  percentage  of  rural 
dwellers? 


3.   It  may  surprise  you  to  see  that  even  in  the  three  prairie  provinces,  where 
agriculture  is  so  important  an  industry,  the  bulk  of  the  people  live  in  cities. 
Suggest  a  reason  why  this  might  be  true. 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  1:  Activity  6. 


Activity  7:  The  Atlantic  Region 
Canada's  Physical  Regions 

Thus  far  you  have  gained  an  overview  about  what  kind  of  a  country  Canada  is.  It 
is  apparent  that  Canada  is  a  vast  country  differing  from  region  to  region,  and 
province  to  province. 

In  Activity  7,  you  will  gain  a  more  specific  knowledge  taking  into  account  the 
many  differing  features  of  an  area  that  help  to  create  a  distinctive  regional 
identity.  After  you  read  about  each  region,  complete  the  chart  that  follows. 

Make  reference  to  the  map  of  Canada  showing  regional  boundaries  (Activity  2) 
as  you  take  your  tour.  You'll  begin  on  the  east  coast  with  the  Atlantic  region. 
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Though  the  four  provinces  that  make  up  Canada's  Atlantic  region  are 
geographically  small,  as  a  group  they  have  a  higher  density  of  population  (that  is 
more  people  per  square  kilometre)  than  any  of  Canada's  other  provinces.  This 
can  be  explained  partly  by  early  settlement,  partly  by  the  region's  geography,  and 
partly  due  to  its  economic  activities. 

The  ancient  chain  of  Appalachian  Mountains  reaches  its  most  northerly  point  in 
Canada's  Atlantic  region.  Worn  down  over  many  centuries,  the  Appalachian 
Mountains  are  low  and  rolling,  with  wide  valleys  and  gentle  slopes.  What  were 
once  mountain  valleys,  long  ago  were  flooded  as  the  land  sank,  creating  a  rugged 
coastline  of  long  bays  that  often  serve  as  natural  harbours. 


Maritime  climate:  a  climate 
typical  of  coastal  regions, 
characterized  by  cool  summers 
and  warm  winters 

Can  you  think  of  another  area  in 
Canada  that  has  a  maritime 
climate  ? 


The  Atlantic  region,  most  of  which  falls  into  the  southeastern  climate  zone,  has 
what  is  known  as  a  maritime  climate.  As  you  probably  know,  water  absorbs 
heat  more  slowly  than  does  land,  but  it  retains  it  longer.  As  a  result,  mild  ocean 
breezes  tend  to  warm  the  Atlantic  region  during  the  winter  when  the  land  is 
cooler  than  the  water,  and  cool  it  in  the  summer  when  the  situation  is  reversed. 
This  makes  for  a  moderate  climate  that  rarely  has  the  summer/winter  temperature 
extremes  that  those  of  you  farther  inland  know  so  well. 
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What  dangers  might  there  be  if 
an  economy  depends  too  much 
on  fishing  (or  any  other  single 
product)  ? 
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Traditionally,  fishing  has  been  the  economic  backbone  of  Canada's  Atlantic 
region.  Around  the  coasts  of  this  part  of  Canada  is  a  continental  shelf  that  was 
once  land  above  water.  In  the  shallow  waters  covering  this  shelf,  fish  abound, 
especially  in  the  Banks,  the  shallowest  part  of  the  shelf.  Newfoundland's  Grand 
Banks,  where  the  water  is  rarely  more  than  100  metres  deep,  began  drawing 
European  fishermen  as  early  as  1497,  when  John  Cabot  first  discovered  them. 

Forestry  has  also  been  a  traditional  source  of  income  in  Atlantic  Canada,  as  has 
farming.  The  latter  is  often  specialized  and  enjoys  a  well-known  reputation 
across  the  country.  How  many  Canadians  have  never  eaten  Prince  Edward  Island 
potatoes  or  at  least  heard  of  Annapolis  Valley  apples? 


Do  you  know  Canada's  other  famous  apple-growing  area?  WESTFTLE  INC. 


Mining  is  another  traditional  Atlantic  region  economic  activity  -  especially  coal 
mining  on  Nova  Scotia's  Cape  Breton  Island.  Today  many  Newfoundlanders  and 
Nova  Scotians  are  pinning  their  hopes  for  a  prosperous  future  on  the  off-shore  oil 
and  gas  industry  getting  underway  off  their  coasts.  If  oil  prices  reach  levels  that 
make  exploiting  the  undersea  reserves  profitable,  they  could  hold  the  key  to  the 
future  of  Canada's  Atlantic  region. 
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1.   Complete  the  following  chart  based  upon  what  you  have  just  learned  about 
the  Atlantic  region. 


The  Atlantic  Region 


,        Main  Physical  Features 


Climate 


Vegetation 


Population 


Economic  Activities 


Social  Studies  1 0 


Module  1  -  Section  1 


24 


2.   What  would  be  the  major  benefit  of  off-shore  oil  development  on  the  East 
Coast? 


3.   If  you  hved  in  Canada's  Atlantic  region,  what  concerns  might  you  have 
about  off-shore  oil  development? 
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4.   One  of  the  major  resources  of  the  East  Coast  is  fish.  The  same  is  also  true  of 
the  West  Coast,  but  not  to  the  same  extent.  Here  is  a  comparison: 


Volume  and  Value  of  Fish  Caught  In  1987 


For  example,  the  value  offish 
caught  in  the  Atlantic  is  well  over 
1  billion  dollars  per  year. 


Atlantic  Coast 

Pacific  Coast 

Tonnes 
live  weight 

1  266  000 

Value 
in  $ 1000s 

1  126  000 

Tonnes 
live  weight 

262  000 

Value 
in  $10008 

402  000 

Source:  Department  of  Fisheries  and  Oceans,  1987 


Use  the  preceding  information  to  complete  the  following  bar  graphs. 
The  first  compares  the  volume  of  fish  caught  on  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
Coasts.  The  second  compares  the  total  dollar  value  of  those  fish. 


(1) 


Volume  of  Sea  Fish  Caught 


Pacific  Coast 


Atlantic  Coast 


I    I    I    I  I 
8       10  12 

Tonnes 
(Hundreds  of  Thousands) 


14 


(2) 


Value  of  Sea  Fish  Caught 


Pacific  Coast 


Atlantic  Coast 


T 

4        6  8 
Canadian  Dollars 
(Hundreds  of  Millions) 


12 
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b.   What  conclusions  can  you  make  about  the  fishing  industries  on  Canada's 
two  coasts? 


1^    Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  1:  Activity  7. 


Activity  8:  The  Great  Lakes-St.  Lawrence  Lowlands 

From  the  Atlantic  region  move  up  the  nation's  most  important  natural  river 
highway  to  the  Great  Lakes-St.  Lawrence  Lowlands.  This  region  is  Canada's 
most  heavily  populated  and  most  intensively  industrialized  region. 


WESTFILE  INC. 
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The  Atlantic  region  may  contain  Canada's  most  densely  populated  provinces,  but 
by  far  the  most  heavily  populated  area  of  the  country  is  the  region  known  as  the 
Great  Lakes-St.  Lawrence  Lowlands  which,  as  you  have  seen,  takes  up  a 
relatively  small  part  of  the  provinces  of  Ontario  and  Quebec.  Indeed,  about  half 
of  the  entire  population  of  Canada  lives  in  this  region,  for  the  most  part  in  cities. 

Part  of  the  reason  for  this  dense  population  is  historical  -  early  settlement 
occurred  along  the  banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence  River  -  and  part  is  geographic. 
The  soils  of  the  lowlands  are  very  rich  and  the  climate  mild,  making  for  excellent 
agricultural  conditions.  Moreover,  the  water  systems  here  provided  settlers  with 
easy  access  and  a  ready  means  of  transportation. 

The  Lowlands  were  originally  carved  out  by  glaciers,  huge  lakes  forming  when 
the  ice  melted.  Eventually  these  lakes  receded,  and  it  is  the  sediment  that  had 
settled  on  their  bottoms  that  created  the  flat  plains  and  rich  soils  of  today's 
lowlands.  As  a  result  of  these  ideal  conditions,  most  of  the  land  in  this  area  that 
has  not  been  covered  by  cities  has  been  put  to  agricultural  purposes. 
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Continental  climate:  a  climate, 
typical  of  the  interior  of  a 
continent,  characterized  by 
extremes  in  temperature 
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Like  the  Atlantic  region,  the  Great  Lakes-St.  Lawrence  Lowlands  have  a 
southeastern  climate,  though  being  farther  inland,  it  is  continental  rather  than 
maritime;  that  is,  there  are  greater  extremes  of  temperature  -  hotter  summers  and 
colder  winters.  Those  long,  hot  summers  in  southern  Ontario  are  especially 
suited  to  growing  fruits,  vegetables,  tobacco,  and  grain  products  for  which  the 
region  is  well  known. 


NAC  2303 1 1       Industrial  Quebec 


I     Manufacturing,  however,  rather  than  agriculture,  is  the  backbone  of  the 

Lowlands  region.  In  fact,  the  large  majority  of  all  of  Canada's  manufacturing  is 
centred  in  this  small  area.  The  Lowlands  seem  ideally  situated  to  be  the  heart  of 
the  country's  manufacturing  industries,  being  geographically  near  most  Canadian 
and  U.S.  markets,  and  well-connected  to  sources  of  raw  materials  in  the 
Canadian  Shield  -  minerals,  lumber,  hydroelectric  power. 

As  a  result  of  agriculture  and  manufacturing,  the  Great  Lakes-St.  Lawrence 
Lowlands  are  prosperous,  and  prosperity  attracts  even  more  people.  Ironically  all 
this  prosperity  brings  with  it  the  area's  most  pressing  problems.  As  cities 
expand,  they  gobble  up  some  of  Canada's  most  productive  farmlands,  and  urban 
sprawl  -  the  spreading  out  of  cities  with  subdivisions,  shopping  centres,  and  so 
on  -  threatens  the  agricultural  base  of  the  Lowlands. 

At  the  same  time  another  threat  is  posed  by  the  waste  and  pollution  created  by  all 
those  people  and  industries.  Smog,  chemical  pollutants,  contaminated  water, 
radioactive  waste  -  these  are  facts  of  life  for  residents  of  much  of  the  Lowlands 
area. 
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1.   Complete  the  following  chart  based  upon  what  you  have  just  learned  about 
the  Great  Lakes-St.  Lawrence  Lowlands. 


The  Great  Lakes-St.  Lawrence  Lowlands 

,        Main  Physical  Features   


,   Climate 
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I   Vegetation 


  Population 


,        Economic  Activities 


2.   Examine  the  following  statistics,  giving  each  province's  share  in  the  value  of 
Canada's  manufacturing  industries.  (The  large  majority  of  the 
manufacturing  in  Ontario  and  Quebec  goes  on  in  the  Great  Lakes- 
St.  Lawrence  Lowlands.) 


Value  of  Manufacturing  in  Canada  - 1988 


Province 

Sliare  (%) 

Newfoundland 

0.60 

Prince  Edward  Island 

0.13 

Nova  Scotia 

1.80 

New  Brunswick 

1.90 

Quebec 

24.70 

Ontario 

52.80 

Manitoba 

2.20 

Saskatchewan 

1.10 

Alberta 

6.10 

British  Columbia 

8.60 

The  Territories 

0.02 

STATISTICS  CANADA 


Social  Studies  10 


31 


a.    Which  two  provinces  make  up  most  of  the  value  of  manufacturing  in 
Canada? 


b.   What  is  their  combined  percentage? 


Make  a  circle  graph  showing  the  percentage  of  manufacturing  contributed  by 
Ontario  and  Quebec  compared  to  the  rest  of  Canada.  (You  may  wish  to  refer 
back  to  Activity  5  for  directions.)  Be  sure  to  label  your  graph  and  give  it  a 
title. 


What  factors  make  the  Great  Lakes-St.  Lawrence  Lowlands  so  successful  as 
a  manufacturing  region? 
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5.   What  are  some  of  the  present  and  future  problems  of  the  Lowlands  region? 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  1:  Activity  8. 


Activity  9:  The  Canadian  Shield 

West  from  the  Great  Lakes  to  the  Canadian  Shield  -  the  oldest  rock  in  the 
country! 

The  Canadian  Shield  is  the  largest  geographic  region  in  Canada,  covering  more 
than  half  the  country.  The  Shield  is  essentially  ancient  rock,  scraped  bare  by 
glaciers  during  the  Ice  Age.  Much  of  the  rock  is  still  bare,  at  best  covered  by 
lichens;  in  other  areas  a  thin  layer  of  soil  has  formed  over  the  centuries  -  a  soil 
that  supports  coniferous  trees,  with  their  broad,  shallow  root  systems,  and  little 
else.  Not  surprisingly,  logging  and  mining  are  the  chief  industries  in  such  a 
region.  Agriculture  is  essentially  non-existent.  The  boreal,  continental  climate 
of  the  Shield,  with  its  harsh  winters  and,  in  northerly  areas,  short  growing  season, 
also  rules  out  much  in  the  way  of  farming. 
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Naturally  in  such  a  region  you  would  not  expect  to  find  dense  populations.  Most 
of  the  Canadian  Shield  is  very  sparsely  populated.  The  vast  wilderness  that 
makes  up  most  of  the  Shield,  though,  with  its  thousands  upon  thousands  of  lakes 
and  rivers,  is  a  great  lure  to  those  who  enjoy  rugged,  outdoor  adventures  -  hikers, 
canoeists,  fishermen.  Though  the  Canadian  Shield  offers  little  in  the  way  of 
livelihood  other  than  logging,  pulp  and  paper  manufacturing,  and  mining,  it  is 
one  of  Canada's  most  magnificently  beautiful  regions,  largely  unspoiled  and 
unpolluted. 
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WESTFILE  INC. 


This  does  not  mean,  though,  that  the  Shield  is  immune  to  the  march  of  progress. 
As  demand  increases  for  the  mineral  wealth,  forest  products,  and  water  power, 
there  is  an  ever-increasing  impact  on  the  environment.  Logging,  strip-mining, 
building  hydroelectric  plants  with  their  dams  and  reservoirs  -  all  these  threaten 
today  to  defile  the  rugged  natural  beauty  of  the  Canadian  Shield. 

1.   What  problem  does  the  reading  foresee  in  the  exploration  of  the  Shield's 
natural  resources? 
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2.   Complete  the  following  chart  based  upon  what  you  have  just  learned  about 
the  Canadian  Shield. 

The  Canadian  Shield 

,        Main  Physical  Features   


Climate 


, —  Vegetation 


,   Population 


Economic  Activities 
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Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  1 :  Activity  9. 
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Activity  10:  Tlie  Great  Central  Plain 
The  Great  Central  Plain 


The  prairies  -  vast  sweeps  of  flat  farmland,  dotted  with  grain  elevators  and  small, 
isolated  towns.  This  is  the  impression  most  Canadians  have  of  the  area  of 
Canada  known  as  the  Great  Central  Plain;  and  though  it  is  a  true  picture  of  parts 
of  this  region,  the  situation  is  really  more  complex. 
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Lake  Agassiz:  an  ancient  glacial 
lake  that  drained  almost  8000 
years  ago,  largely  in  Manitoba, 
creating  a  flat,  fertile  plain 
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In  fact,  the  Great  Central  Plain  consists  of  three  distinct  areas,  each  one  higher  in 
elevation  than  the  next. 

•  The  highest  level  is  a  plain  of  rolling  hills  and  flat  plateaus  in  Alberta  and 
western  Saskatchewan. 

•  Taking  up  parts  of  Northern  Alberta,  much  of  Saskatchewan,  and  a  bit  of 
Manitoba,  is  an  even  more  rolling,  lower  area. 

•  Largely  in  Manitoba  is  the  flattest,  lowest  plain  of  the  three.  This  region 
was  once  the  bottom  of  a  vast  lake  -  Lake  Agassiz  -  which  was  carved  out 
by  glaciers  and  filled  with  glacial  meltwater.  Lake  Agassiz  eventually 
disappeared,  leaving  behind  a  system  of  smaller  bodies  of  water,  including 
Lake  Winnipeg.  It  also  left  behind  an  area  of  excellent  farmland,  the  result 
of  sediment  collecting  on  the  lake  bottom. 


The  Plains  are  a  region  of  excellent  farmland. 


WESTFILE  INC. 


The  Great  Central  Plain  falls  into  two  climate  regions.  In  the  south  is  the  prairie 
climate  region,  with  its  hot,  dry  summers.  Farther  north  the  climate  is  boreal, 
with  much  cooler  summers.  Both  seasons  have  relatively  cold  winters,  though  in 
southwestern  areas  they  are  moderated  by  warm  chinook  winds  from  the  Rocky 
Mountains. 


Social  Studies  10 


Module  1  -  Section  1 


38 


The  climate  on  the  Plain  is,  of  course,  continental,  so  extremes  in  temperature  are 
to  be  expected.  Though  the  north  gets  more  precipitation  than  the  south,  the 
entire  region  is  relatively  dry  because  of  the  mountains  to  the  west.  Moisture- 
laden  Pacific  air  must  rise  to  get  over  the  mountains  and  in  the  higher,  cooler  air 
the  moisture  condenses  and  falls,  leaving  relatively  little  to  supply  the  plains. 


The  forests  of  the  plains  arc  a  source  of  tourist  revenue  as  well  as  the  base  of  an  WESTFILE  INC. 

expanding  pulp-and-paper  industry. 


The  northern  part  of  the  Great  Central  Plain  is  largely  forested,  but  the  southern 
region  has  excellent  soil  for  farming,  though  in  the  driest  areas  -  the  prairie 
climate  region  -  irrigation  is  often  necessary.  Of  course,  Canada's  prairies  are 
famous  for  their  grain  production,  especially  wheat.  Alberta,  with  its  large 
ranching  areas,  is  also  famous  for  beef.  About  forty  percent  of  Canada's  beef 
cattle  are  raised  in  Alberta. 
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Though  agriculture  has  traditionally  been  the  backbone  of  the  Plain's  economy, 
minerals  have  also  played  their  part,  especially  coal,  and  in  Saskatchewan, 
potash,  which  is  used  as  a  fertilizer.  In  recent  years  oil  and  natural  gas  have 
played  a  tremendous  role  in  the  Plain's  economy,  principally  in  Alberta. 


WESTFILE  INC. 


Diversify  (diversification):  used 
as  an  economic  term,  the  process 
of  introducing  a  wide  variety  of 
industries  into  an  area 


Non-renewable  resources: 

resources  which  cannot  be 


replaced 


To  some  extent  the  Great  Central  Plain  faces  a  danger  similar  to  that  of  the 
Shield.  Its  economy  depends  on  supplying  the  world  with  a  limited  number  of 
raw  products,  and  if  prices  for  one  of  these  products  drops  -  as  happened  in  the 
case  of  Alberta's  oil  in  the  1980s  -  the  economy  can  suffer  tremendously.  For 
this  reason  there  has  been  a  push  in  Canada's  prairie  provinces  to  diversify  their 
economies,  that  is,  to  open  up  new  industries,  thereby  making  the  prosperity  of 
the  region  less  susceptible  to  the  fluctuations  of  world  markets. 

Another  problem  facing  Alberta  in  particular  is  that  its  petroleum  industry 
involves  exploiting  a  non-renewable  resource.  When  oil  and  gas  are  taken  from 
the  ground  and  used,  they  are  gone,  never  to  be  replaced.  Alberta  does  have  vast 
reserves  of  oil  in  the  form  of  heavy  oil  and  tar  sands,  but  refining  such  oil  is  very 
costly.  Perhaps  if  petroleum  prices  rise  sharply  again.  Alberta's  heavy  oil  and  tar 
sands  will  result  in  another  economic  boom.  Experience  has  shown,  however, 
that  to  get  the  economy  out  of  a  boom-and-bust  cycle,  provinces  like  Alberta 
must  diversify  their  economies. 
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Which  is  the  westerner  of  the  future? 


Today  two-thirds  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Great  Central  Plain  live  in  towns  and 
cities.  As  farms  have  mechanized  and  grown  larger,  many  small  family  farms 
have  been  swallowed  up,  and  some  fear  that  the  days  of  the  family  farm  may  be 
numbered.  Small  towns,  too,  are  in  danger  of  dying,  because  better  roads  and  the 
automobile  have  made  larger  cities  more  accessible.  Though  agriculture  still 
plays  a  vital  role  in  the  prairie  economy,  the  prairies  of  the  Great  Central  Plain 
are  becoming  ever  more  urbanized. 

1.   Why  is  diversification  of  the  economy  important  for  the  Plains  region? 
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2.   Complete  the  following  chart  based  upon  what  you  have  just  read  about  the 
Great  Central  Plain. 

The  Great  Central  Plain 

_  Main  Physical  Features   


Climate 


,   Vegetation 


  Population 


Economic  Activities 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  1:  Activity  10. 
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Activity  11 :  The  Cordillera  Region 

Rising  up  from  the  Plains  are  the  magnificent  Rocky  Mountains  -  the  major 
feature  of  the  Cordillera. 


The  Cordillera  Region 


Key: 

Mountains,  foothills 

Plateaus  and  basins 

Lowlands,  plains,  and  trendies 

When  most  Canadians  think  of  the  Cordillera  region,  they  visuaUze  the  rugged  peaks 
of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  the  tall  cedar  and  fir  trees  of  the  west  coast  forests,  and  the 
balmy,  rainy  weather  of  Vancouver  and  the  smaller  coastal  communities. 

In  fact,  the  majestic  Rockies  are  but  one  chain  of  mountains  -  the  easternmost 
chain  -  that  line  Canada's  west  coast.  The  Coast  Mountains  are  the  westernmost 
chain,  and  between  them  are  others,  as  well  as  areas  of  plateaus  and  valleys. 
While  the  Rockies  are  jagged,  snowcapped  mountains,  those  to  the  west  are 
gentler,  older  chains,  generally  heavily  treed.  The  moist  Pacific  air  drops  much 
rain  and  snow  over  much  of  the  Cordillera  region;  and  this,  combined  with  a 
gentle  maritime  climate,  creates  the  conditions  that  nurture  the  famous  Douglas 
fir,  ponderosa  pine,  and  red  cedars  of  the  region. 
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Surprisingly,  perhaps,  some  parts  of  the  Cordillera  region  are  very  dry.  This  is 
especially  true  of  the  eastern  sides  of  mountains,  for  rain  tends  to  fall  as  clouds 
rise  to  climb  the  western  slopes.  The  most  famous  agricultural  area  of  the  region 
for  example,  the  Okanagan  Valley,  relies  heavily  on  irrigation. 

Logging  and  fishing,  especially  salmon  fishing,  are  major  industries  of  the  area. 
Mining,  too,  plays  a  vital  role  in  the  Cordilleran  economy. 

Agriculture  is  limited  in  this  part  of  Canada  with  pockets  of  orchards,  ranches,  or 
market  gardens.  Okanagan  Valley  fruit  is  famous  throughout  Canada.  The 
Fraser  Valley  is  a  rich  market  garden  and  dairy  area  and  there  is  ranching  higher 
up  on  the  Fraser  Plateau.  Another  important  industry  in  this  region  is  tourism. 
The  magnificent  mountains,  the  lush  vegetation,  the  beautiful  coastline,  the  mild 
climate  -  all  these  make  the  Cordillera  region  a  mecca  for  sightseers,  skiers,  and 
sportsmen. 
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Pacific  Rim:  a  tenn  referring  to 
countries  bordering  on  the 
Pacific  Ocean 
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Like  the  Canadian  Shield  and  the  Great  Central  Plain,  the  Cordillera  region  tends 
to  rely  on  the  exploitation  of  natural  resources  for  its  economic  health.  More  and 
more  of  this  area  is  turning  to  industrialized  Pacific  Rim  countries  like  Japan  for 
finding  markets  for  its  raw  products.  Careful  management  of  resources  must 
therefore  be  a  top  priority  for  this  region;  responsible  reforestation,  for  example, 
is  a  must  to  ensure  that  the  forests  for  which  the  Cordillera  region  is  famous  do 
not  disappear.  Economic  diversification  is  another  concern  for  the  residents  of 
this  part  of  Canada. 


Though  the  Cordillera  region  is  famous  for  the  beauty  of  its  wilderness,  most  of 
the  people  who  live  here,  over  three-quarters  in  fact,  live  in  cities,  principally  in 
Vancouver  and  Victoria.  This  is,  of  course,  true  of  most  areas  that  are  not 
heavily  agricultural.  It  is  especially  understandable  in  mountainous  areas,  where 
communication  and  transportation  are  unusually  difficult. 


Vancouver  hosted  Expo  '86,  a  major  tourist  event. 


1 .   What  common  problems  of  development  face  the  Cordillera  region,  the 
Canadian  Shield,  and  the  Great  Central  Plain? 
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2.   Complete  the  following  chart  based  upon  what  you  have  read  about  the 
Cordillera  region. 

The  Cordillera  Region 

I        Main  Physical  Features  


Climate 


Vegetation 


Population 
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Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  1:  Activity  11. 
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Activity  12:  The  North 

In  the  north  Canada  has  an  enormous  region  above  the  Une  of  continuous 
permafrost.  While  cold  and  austere,  it  is  also  beautiful  and  fragile. 

The  North 


Vast,  unbroken  expanses  of  ice  and  snow.  Is  that  how  you  visualize  Canada's 
North?  Actually,  this  is  an  area  of  much  variety.  There  are  the  flat,  marshy 
lowlands  around  Hudson  Bay,  the  rugged  Innuitian  Mountains  in  the  far  north, 
and  the  rolling  Arctic  Lowlands.  What  all  the  areas  of  this  region  do  have  in 
Permafrost:  ground  that  commou,  though,  is  that  they  are  areas  of  permafrost;  that  is,  the  land  there  is 

remains  permanently  frozen,  contiuuously  frozcu,  though  a  thin  layer  may  thaw  briefly  each  summer. 

though  a  surface  layer  may  melt 
each  summer 

Because  of  the  permafrost,  few  plants  can  grow  in  the  North;  and  in  the  far 
northern  regions,  those  in  the  Arctic  climate  zone,  there  is  a  permanent  coverage 
of  ice.  Yet,  in  the  more  southerly  parts  of  this  region  where  the  climate  is  boreal, 
a  brilliant  array  of  small  hardy  plants  grow  and  bloom  each  short  summer. 
Naturally,  agriculture  is  not  possible  in  such  a  region;  and  the  severe  conditions 
make  for  a  very  sparse  population,  generally  in  small  scattered  communities  of 
only  a  few  hundred  people. 
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relationships  between  living 
creatures  and  their  environment 
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Just  how  do  people  make  a  living 
in  the  North? 


Traditionally,  the  Inuit,  the  native  people  of  the  North,  have  lived  by  hunting, 
fishing,  and  trapping.  Fish  and  furs  are  still  important  elements  in  the  North's 
economy,  but  recently  oil  and  gas  have  been  discovered  in  the  northwest  part  of 
the  region,  primarily  in  the  Beaufort  Sea  and  the  delta  of  the  Mackenzie  River 
that  flows  into  it. 


Government  ol  the  Northwest  Territories 

While  exploitation  of  the  North's  oil  and  gas  provides  a  welcome  shot  in  the  arm 
to  the  North's  economy,  it  also  poses  serious  questions  and  problems  that  must 
be  resolved.  The  ecology  of  the  North,  the  balance  and  relationship  between  the 
environment  and  the  life  it  sustains,  is  unusually  delicate.  The  short  growing 
season,  the  few  hours  of  sunlight,  the  intense  winter  and  the  thin,  nutrient-poor 
soil  all  mean  that  only  a  select  number  of  plants  and  animals  with  highly-evolved 
adaptation  techniques  can  survive  there.  Even  slight  changes  in  the  environment 
can  have  catastrophic  effects  on  such  a  fragile  system. 
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The  activities  of  drilling,  mining,  and  transporting  goods  can  make  for  just  such 
dangerous  changes.  Something  as  seemingly  insignificant  as  the  tire  marks  of  a 
truck,  for  example,  can  destroy  the  layer  of  vegetation  on  the  ground,  thereby 
allowing  the  permafrost  to  melt  more  deeply  than  usual.  This  could  create  a  mud 
puddle,  which  could  last  and  spread  for  years,  creating  a  literal  scar  on  the  land. 
Pipelines  can  disrupt  the  migration  patterns  of  caribou,  perhaps  preventing  them 
from  reaching  their  grazing  lands.  A  major  oil  spill  could  be  devastating. 


Problems  like  these  must  be  confronted  responsibly  as  the  North  is  brought  more 
and  more  into  the  mainstream  of  Canadian  life.  This  region  has  great  potential  to 
supply  Canadians  with  the  raw  materials  needed  for  the  modem  technological 
world,  but  the  integrity  of  this  unique  environment  must  not  be  violated  in  the 
process. 


What  special  problems  does  resource  development  have  in  the  North? 


WESTFILE  INC. 
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1.   Complete  the  following  chart  based  upon  what  you  have  read  about  Canada's 
North. 


The  North 


, —  Main  Physical  Features 


Climate 


, —  Vegetation 


Population 


Economic  Activities 
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2.   What  major  problem  does  development  pose  for  the  northern  environment? 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  1:  Activity  12. 


Activity  13:  Canada's  Cultural  Diversity 


I  can  see  that  Canada's 
geography  is  made  up  of 
many  different  landforms. 


Our  population  is  very 
mixed  too.  My 
neighbourhood  has 
families  from  several 
parts  of  the  world. 


Mine  too!  And  we 
certainly  enjoy  eating 
foods  from  all  around  the 
world  -  pizza,  tacos,  egg 
rolls,  shish  kabobs  .  .  . 
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Culture:  a  way  of  ordering  and 
living  their  lives  shared  by  a 
large  group  of  people 


How  could  the  environment  and 
way  of  making  a  living  affect 
culture  ?  For  example,  would  the 
people  in  a  maritime  fishing 
community  have  the  same 
cultural  values  as  a  prairie 
farming  community  or  a  large 
city? 
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As  you  have  learned,  Canada's  geography  is  remarkably  diverse.  The  country  is 
also  known  for  its  diverse  population.  You  may  have  experienced  this  yourself  - 
in  having  friends  of  different  ethnic  backgrounds  or  enjoying  the  traditional 
foods  of  another  culture  at  a  local  restaurant.  The  following  pages  examine  the 
peoples  of  Canada  and  reveal  the  wide  variety  of  cultural  backgrounds  which 
have  contributed  to  the  making  of  a  unique  society. 

What  does  the  word  culture  mean  to  you?  How  would  you  distinguish  Canadian 
culture  from  another?  Should  Canada  encourage  a  variety  of  cultures,  or  should 
it  strive  to  attain  one  homogeneous  (uniform)  Canadian  culture? 

Put  most  simply,  a  group  of  people  share  a  culture  when  they  have  similarities  in 
how  they  go  about  ordering  and  living  their  lives.  Values,  religious  beliefs, 
language,  food,  clothing,  marriage  customs,  approaches  to  childrearing  -  things 
such  as  these  help  make  up  a  culture.  Can  you  think  of  other  factors  that  you 
might  add  to  this  list? 

It  is  truly  amazing  how  human  beings  have  developed  distinctly  different 
approaches  to  running  their  lives  -  that  is,  distinctly  different  cultures.  As  people 
confronted  different  environmental  conditions,  different  economic  problems,  and 
different  relationships  with  neighbouring  peoples,  there  evolved  a  tremendous 
variety  of  solutions  to  deal  with  these  matters.  As  these  solutions  were  passed 
from  generation  to  generation,  they  crystalized  into  the  distinctive  varieties  of 
culture  that  characterize  the  world's  different  regions,  and  that  make  the  study  of 
humankind  so  fascinating. 


Costumes  and  dance  are  a  part  of  WESTFILE  INC. 
culture. 
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One  fact  about  culture  that  should  never  be  forgotten  is  that  it  is  learned  and  is 
passed  on  from  one  generation  to  the  next.  Each  of  you  is  bom  into  a  specific 
cultural  situation,  and  from  day  one  you  start  absorbing  the  values,  attitudes,  and 
behaviour  patterns  of  your  culture.  Family,  community,  school,  church,  things 
you  read,  and  the  television  shows  you  watch  help  mold  you  into  the  person  you 
are. 

Canada  is  what  is  called  a  multicultural  or  pluralistic  nation;  that  is,  it  is  a  nation 
that  contains  a  wide  variety  of  cultures.  The  reason  is  simple:  people  from  all 
over  the  world  have  been  attracted  to  Canada  and  have  made  it  their  home.  This 
same  process  has  taken  place  in  the  United  States,  but  that  country  has  tried  to  be 
a  melting  pot  which,  though  it  accepts  people  from  all  cultural  backgrounds, 
encourages  them  to  abandon  their  original  cultures  and  accept  that  of  the 
dominant  majority. 

By  contrast,  it  has  been  said  that  Canada  is  a  mosaic.  As  you  no  doubt  know,  a 
mosaic  is  a  picture  made  of  many  small  pieces  of  ceramic  tiles.  Each  piece 
remains  distinct  and  separate,  yet  it  contributes  to  the  overall  picture.  Canada  has 
been  compared  to  a  mosaic  because  its  people  are  encouraged  to  retain  as  much 
of  their  original  culture  as  possible,  thereby  building  up  a  distinct  Canadian 
culture  composed  of  all  the  separate  cultures  contained  within  it.  There  are  about 
one  hundred  different  cultures  represented  in  Canada  today,  each  importing  its 
special  colour  to  the  mosaic  that  is  Canada. 

This  diverse  culture  is  the  result  of  Canada's  history.  From  early  exploration  to 
settlement,  Canada  has  become  home  to  a  great  variety  of  cultural  groups. 


The  Edmonton  Journal  for  the  photo  from  June  29,  1 992,  p.  B 1 .  Reprinted  by  permission  of  The  Edmonton 
Journal. 
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The  Cultural  Origins  of  Canadians  in  1986 


Single  Origins 

British 

6  332  000 

Hungarian 

yo  UUU 

French 

6  093  000 

Pacific  Islands 

D  UUU 

Italian 

710  000 

Czech  and  Slovaks 

OD  UUU 

Ukrainian 

420  000 

Arab 

DO  UUU 

Native  People 

373  000 

Spanish 

Of  UUU 

Dutch  (Netherlander) 

352  000 

Finni«;h 

41  UUU 

Chinese 

360  000 

Baltic 

40  000 

Scandinavian 

172  000 

Russian 

32  000 

Jewish 

246  000 

Indo-Chinese 

73  000 

Polish 

222  000 

Japanese 

40  000 

Indo-Pakistani 

266  000 

Korean 

27  000 

Pr»rti  ini  loco 
r  Ul  luyucoc 

200  000 

Austrian 

OR  nnn 

or  t;t;l\ 

144  000 

Swiss 

1 Q  nnn 

1  y  UUU 

LJCljrvCll  1 

1 1 1  000 

Romanian 

1Q  nnn 

Central  and 

Belgian  and 

Rniith  Ampripa 

81  000 

Luxembourgeois 

29  000 

Mixed  Origins 

British  and  French 

1  139  000 

British  and  other 

2  262  000 

French  and  other 

326  000 

Native  and  other 

239  000 

British,  French, 

Other  single  and/or 

and  other 

326  000 

multiple  origins 

616  000 

STATISTICS  CANADA  Total  population  of  Canada  25  934  000 


1.   Explain  the  term  "culture". 


2.   What  general  statement  can  you  make  about  Canadians  by  taking  a  quick 
look  at  the  preceding  chart  The  Cultural  Origins  of  Canadians  in  1986? 
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Think  of  your  own  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances,  and  compare  them  to 
the  preceding  hst  of  the  cultural  origins  of  Canadians.  Write  down  some  of 
the  cultural  origins  represented  by  your  friends. 


Examine  your  own  cultural  past  a  bit,  using  your  parents  and/or  grandparents 
for  help.  Try  to  answer  the  following  questions: 

a.    What  is  your  own  cultural  background? 


b.   Who  was  the  first  of  your  ancestors  to  come  to  Canada?  From  where  did 
he  or  she  come? 


c.    When  did  this  person  immigrate?  Be  approximate  if  you  can't  discover  a 
precise  date. 


d.   Why  did  he  or  she  come  to  Canada? 


e.    Does  your  family  attempt  to  maintain  any  traditions  from  its  cultural 
background,  such  as  customs,  language,  or  food?  If  so,  list  some  of  the 
ways  in  which  your  family  strives  to  maintain  its  link  to  its  roots. 
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5.   Is  Canada  strengthened  or  weakened  by  encouraging  its  citizens  to  retain  the 
cultures  of  their  lands  of  origin?  List  reasons  for  your  answers. 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  1:  Activity  13. 


Activity  14:  Canada's  Culture:  A  Historical 
Perspective 


Pluralistic  (pluralism): 

multicultural;  of  many  ethnic 
groups 


Canada  is,  then,  a  pluralistic  country.  It  is  a  country  that  encourages  a  variety  of 
approaches  and  responses  to  the  needs  of  its  people.  In  a  pluralistic,  or 
multicultural  society,  citizens  are  free  to  maintain  the  traditions  of  their  cultural 
roots. 


Ethnic:  of  a  large  group  of 
people  sharing  a  common 
cultural,  racial,  or  linguistic 
background 


An  important  feature  of  Canada's  pluralistic  society  is  that  the  cultural  or  ethnic 
groups  that  make  up  Canadian  society  are  not  uniformly  distributed  throughout 
the  country. 

How  familiar  are  you  with  the  general  whereabouts  in  Canada  of  the  major 
cultural  groups?  Do  you  know  where  in  Canada  you  would  find  the  most  Jewish 
people  or  the  most  whose  cultural  origins  are  Japanese? 


Along  with  asking  where  people  of  various  ethnic  origins  live,  you  should  ask 
why.  Why  do  you  find  so  many  people  of  Ukrainian  origin  in  the  prairie 
provinces,  the  Great  Central  Plain?  Why  is  Victoria,  the  Canadian  city  that  is 
geographically  farthest  from  England,  the  most  English  of  Canadian  cities  in 
character? 
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You  can  enjoy  the  English  tradition  of  afternoon  tea  in  Victoria. 


Why  did  western  Canada  attract  settlers  from  China  and  Japan?  To  answer 
questions  like  these,  it  is  necessary  to  take  a  brief  look  at  the  history  of 
immigration  to  Canada. 

Canada's  Original  Inhabitants 

No  one  knows  precisely  when  or  how  Canada's  native  peoples  first  arrived, 
though  the  most  popular  theory  is  that  they  came  across  a  long-since  vanished 
land  bridge  between  Siberia  and  Alaska,  perhaps  20  000  years  ago.  As  they 
spread  over  the  vast  Americas,  they  had  to  adapt  to  the  various  physical  and 
climatic  conditions  they  encountered.  The  result  was  a  wide  variety  of  cultures 
among  Canada's  native  people  long  before  Europeans  arrived,  even  though  there 
were  probably  fewer  than  250  000  people  living  here  at  that  time. 


The  French  -  Canada's  First  European  Settlers 

When  Europeans  began  to  explore  and  settle  North  America,  different  European 
nations  began  to  carve  out  their  own  territories  in  the  new  land.  On  the  eastern 
side  of  North  America  the  contest  was  among  four  such  nations:  the  French  in 
the  north,  essentially  Canada;  the  British  and  Dutch  in  the  central  regions,  what 
today  is  the  United  States;  and  the  Spanish  in  the  south,  today's  Mexico. 
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New  France,  as  the  French  called  their  territory,  was  not  as  heavily  colonized  as 
the  English  and  Dutch  areas  to  the  south.  This  was  because  the  fur  trade  was  the 
backbone  of  its  economy  (settlement  destroys  the  woodland  habitat  of  fur- 
bearing  animals).  Nevertheless,  Quebec  City  was  founded  in  1608  and  Montreal 
in  1642;  and  farms  did  gradually  develop  along  the  St.  Lawrence  River  between 
the  two  cities.  By  1759,  when  Quebec  City  fell  to  the  English,  there  were  about 
65  000  inhabitants  in  New  France. 


Champlain's  settlement  at  Quebec. 


Though  the  colonized  area  of  New  France  was  chiefly  along  the  lower 
St.  Lawrence,  French-Canadian  traders  and  adventurers  explored  much  of  the 
interior  of  North  America.  In  1673  the  explorers  Jolliet  and  Marquette 
discovered  a  route  between  the  Great  Lakes  and  the  Mississippi  River;  and  nine 
years  later,  Robert  Cavelier  de  la  Salle  followed  the  Mississippi  River  to  its 
mouth  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  claiming  for  France  all  the  land  the  river  drained. 
If  his  dream  of  blocking  off  the  English  in  their  settlements  along  the  East  Coast 
had  come  true,  today  North  America  would  have  a  very  different  ethnic  makeup 
indeed. 

The  French  also  explored  today's  western  Canada.  The  La  Verendryes,  in  the 
1730s  and  '40s  moved  through  the  west,  establishing  forts  as  they  went.  Fort 
Range  (Winnipeg)  was  built  in  1738.  In  1751  Fort  Jonquere  was  built  by 
Boucher  de  Niverville  near  today's  Calgary. 
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Exploration  Routes  of  the  French 


A. 
As 
Ax 


K 

K 
K 

?  ^ 
r  ^ 
r  ^ 
I  A. 
5  A. 
A. 


/ 
/ 

>^  


Key: 

La  Verendrye 

EZZ3 

Jolliet  &  Marquette 

La  Salle 

.^1 


When  New  France  was  handed  over  to  the  Enghsh  in  1763  at  the  end  of  the 
Seven  Years'  War,  the  French  element  was  firmly  established  in  Canada.  Today 
most  French-Canadians  live  in  Quebec,  but  there  is  a  French  presence  throughout 
the  country.  French-Canadians  make  up  Canada's  second  largest  cultural  group. 


That's  over  300  years  in 
Canada  for  the  French!  My 
great-grandparents  were 
pioneers  in  Alberta,  and  they 
only  got  here  90  years  ago 
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Few  of  the  Loyalists  settled 
among  the  French.  They 
preferred  the  new  territory 
further  up  the  river,  Upper 
Canada. 
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The  English 

When  New  France  became  an  English  colony,  it  retained  its  French  character, 
despite  the  pressure  of  English  governors  and  their  staffs,  English  soldiers,  and  a 
growing  number  of  English  merchants.  It  remained  for  the  American  Revolution 
(1775-1783)  to  introduce  into  Canada  a  significant  English  element. 

What  happened  was  this.  England  now  controlled  a  number  of  colonies  along  the 
east  side  of  North  America,  among  them  Quebec.  In  1775  thirteen  of  these 
colonies  broke  away,  forming  the  new  nation  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
As  surprising  as  it  may  have  been,  Quebec,  the  French  colony  and  the  one  with 
the  fewest  ties  to  England,  remained  loyal  to  England.  Nova  Scotia  and  Prince 
Edward  Island  remained  loyal  as  well. 

Many  of  those  people  in  the  Thirteen  Colonies  who  wished  to  remain  loyal  to 
England,  about  50  000  altogether,  moved  north  into  Quebec  and  Nova  Scotia. 
These  United  Empire  Loyalists,  as  they  were  called,  made  for  the  first  influx  of 
English-speaking  settlers;  and  as  a  result  of  their  arrival,  two  new  colonies  were 
created  -  New  Brunswick,  in  1784,  and  Upper  Canada,  or  Ontario,  as  it  later 
became  known,  in  1791.  Quebec,  still  largely  French,  now  had  growing  English 
populations  on  either  side  of  it. 


My  father  said  that  if  the  British 
had  forced  the  French  to  learn 
English  back  in  1763,  there'd 
be  no  French/English  problem 
in  Canada  today. 


Yes,  but  if  the  British  hadn't 
treated  the  French  so  well  back 
then,  Quebec  might  have  joined 
the  Thirteen  Colonies  of  the 
States  and  there'd  be  no  Canada 
today. 
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Migration:  movement  of  people 
into  and  out  of  an  area 
Most  immigrants  in  this  period 
were  from  the  British  Isles. 


Emigration:  movement  of 
people  out  of  an  area 


Immigrants:  people  who  move 
into  an  area  to  become 
permanent  residents 


Here 's  another  example  of  how 
geography  has  widespread 
effects.  The  Ukrainians  moved  to 
the  West  because  its  land  and 
climate  were  similar  to  those  of 
the  Ukraine. 
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The  Great  Migration 

The  period  between  1815  and  1850  was  one  of  much  migration  from  Europe  to 
Canada.  For  the  most  part  people  were  escaping  poverty  and  political  oppression 
at  home,  and  searching  for  a  new  life  in  the  New  World. 

A  classic  example  of  this  was  the  emigration  from  Ireland  during  the  Great 
Famine  of  the  1840s  when  the  potato  crop  failed.  Between  1815  and  1851  the 
population  of  Canada  increased  from  500  000  to  about  2  500  000.  By  the  end  of 
this  period,  the  British,  no  longer  the  French,  were  the  largest  cultural  group  in 
Canada;  and  Ontario,  not  Quebec,  was  the  largest  colony. 

When  Canada  became  a  united  country  in  1867,  a  race  began  with  the  United 
States  to  see  who  would  control  the  land  to  the  west  of  the  Great  Lakes.  The 
Canadian  government  offered  free  homesteads  to  encourage  settlers  and  created 
the  North  West  Mounted  Police  in  1873  to  protect  Canadian  interests  in  the  West. 
Still,  few  settlers  appeared  until  late  in  the  century  when  Clifford  Sifton,  Minister 
of  the  Interior,  launched  an  extended  campaign  to  attract  immigrants  from 
countries  that  up  to  now  had  contributed  little  to  Canada' s  developing  cultural 
mosaic. 

Land-hungry  German,  Dutch,  Scandinavian,  Polish,  and  Ukrainian  settlers  began 
to  pour  into  the  West,  attracted  by  offers  of  homesteads.  As  a  result,  though  in 
Canada's  prairie  provinces  the  British  remain  the  largest  ethnic  group,  there  are 
strong  Central  European  cultural  influences  that  are  felt  far  less  in  Eastern 
Canada. 


A  typical  western  homestead  -  Sifton  talked  about  the  Provincial  Archives  of  Alberta,  E.  Brown  Collection 
"stalwart  peasants  in  sheepskin  coats"  opening  the  west. 
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Meanwhile,  during  this  period  British  Columbia  was  developing  as  a  colony  with 
a  distinctly  British  character.  This  was  not  homesteading  country;  rather,  it  was 
minerals  (especially  gold),  lumber,  and  salmon  that  attracted  settlement.  In  the 
nineteenth  century  the  only  notable  group  of  non-British  inhabitants  in  British 
Columbia  were  the  Chinese,  who  had  come  chiefly  to  work  on  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway,  and  many  of  whom  settled  in  Vancouver,  forming  Canada's 
largest  Chinese  community.  The  Japanese  were  to  arrive  a  little  later. 


Ethnic  Roots  of  Canadians,  1871-1911 

Cultural  Group 

lo/ 1 

British 

2  110  502 

3  999  081 

French 

1  082  940 

2  061  719 

fiprman 

V./  1    i   1    lUl  1 

202  991 

403  417 

Dutch 

29  662 

55  961 

Scandinavian 

1  623 

112  682 

Italian 

1  035 

45  963 

Jewish 

125 

76  199 

Polish 

 * 

33  652 

Ukrainian 

75  432 

Other  European 

4  437 

129  829 

Chinese 

27  831 

Other  Asian 

4 

15  382 

Native 

23  037 

105  611 

Other 

29  405 

63  884 

Total  population 

3  485  761 

7  206  643 

STATISTICS  CANADA       *  included  under  Other 


The  Twentieth  Century 

When  World  War  I  ended  in  1918,  Canada  offered  hope  to  many  people 
suffering  from  the  deprivations  of  war;  and  during  the  1920s,  1  500  000 
immigrants  arrived,  again  many  being  non-British.  The  same  thing  happened 
after  World  War  II,  as  Canada  attracted  people  from  an  ever- widening  variety  of 
cultural  backgrounds.  In  recent  times,  rather  than  heading  for  homesteads, 
immigrants  have  tended  to  gather  in  large  cities  where  they  can  find  communities 
of  their  fellow  ex-countrymen.  Italian  immigrants,  for  example,  have  headed 
principally  for  Toronto  and  Montreal. 
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George  Cubitt  and  his  family  immigrated  to  Calgary  from  England  in  1920. 
(Photo  reprinted  courtesy  of  Guy  G.  Cubitt.) 


iMMHlMM^iiiHttlMfe 

The  John  Ruhl  family  immigrated  to  northern  Alberta  from  Germany. 
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By  1986  there  were  15.7  million  Canadians  of  English  and  French  origins.  The 
other  main  national  backgrounds  are  shown  in  the  following  chart. 

Most  Frequently  Reported  Ethnic  Origins 
Other  than  British  or  French,  Canada,  1986 


Millions  0.0  0.5  1.0  1.5  2.0  2.5 


German 
Italian 
Ukrainian 
Dutcii 

1                   1                   1  1 
'11' 

Aboriginal 

Polish 

Scandinavian 

Chinese 

Jewish 

South  Asian 

Black 

Portuguese 

Hungarian 

Greek 

Yugoslavian 

Spanish 

STATISTICS  CANADA 


1.  a.  Comparing  the  statistics  for  191 1  and  1986,  which  cultural  groups  had 
increased  by  the  greatest  percentage?  Decide  between  the  French  and 
English  combined  in  relation  to  some  of  the  other  ethnic  groups. 


b.   Has  there  been  much  of  a  change  in  the  mix  of  ethnic  origins  in  Canada 
between  1911  and  1986? 
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Now  imagine  that  you  are  a  Ukrainian  farmer  arriving  in  Canada  around  the 
turn  of  the  century,  penniless,  uneducated,  unable  to  speak  English,  yet  able 
to  work  your  own  land  for  the  first  time  in  your  life. 


Write  a  short  letter  to  your  relatives  back  in  the  Ukraine  describing  your  first 
impression  of  life  in  Canada.  Use  your  imagination. 
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Imagine  that  you  are  a  French-Canadian.  Explain  in  a  paragraph  why  you 
feel  that  your  culture  has  the  greatest  claim  to  being  Canada's  founding 
culture. 


Ontario  is  generally  felt  to  be  the  bastion  or  a  stronghold  of  conservative 
English-speaking  Canada,  with  the  strongest  ties  to  England.  Given  the 
origins  of  this  province,  why  might  this  be  true? 


Folfow»yp  Activities 

If  you  had  difficulties  understanding  the  concepts  in  the  activities,  it  is 
recommended  that  you  do  the  Extra  Help.  If  you  have  a  clear  understanding  of 
the  concepts,  it  is  recommended  that  you  do  the  Enrichment. 


Extra  Help 

Following  are  several  Extra  Help  activities.  Since  they  are  optional,  you  may  do 
one,  two,  or  none,  depending  on  how  much  help  you  think  you  need.  The  first 
activity  is  designed  to  familiarize  you  with  the  size,  shape,  and  location  of 
Canada's  provinces  and  territories.  The  second  and  third  offer  review  on  the 
provinces  of  Canada. 
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Activity  A 

For  this  activity  you  will  need  a  large  sheet  of  paper,  one  pair  of  scissors,  paste, 
and  the  worksheets  (found  on  the  following  pages)  with  outlined  shapes  of 
provinces,  territories,  and  islands.  While  completing  the  activity,  refer  to  the 
maps  of  Canada  included  in  this  section  or  an  atlas. 

1.   a.    Cut  out  each  piece  from  the  worksheets  provided  and  fit  the  map  together 
on  the  large  sheet  of  paper.  What  picture  have  you  created? 


b.  Paste  the  pieces  securely.  With  the  aid  of  your  atlas,  neatly  print  the 
names  to  identify  each  province  and  territory.  List  the  provinces  and 
territories  from  west  to  east. 


(1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 
(5) 
(6) 


(7) 
(8) 
(9) 
(10) 
(11) 
(12) 


2.   Carefully  observe  each  province  and  territory,  and  list  them  in  order  of  size 
from  largest  to  smallest. 


d. 


e. 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  1 :  Extra  Help. 


Social  Studies  10 


Social  Studies  10 


Module  1  -  Section  1 


Social  Studies  10 


Social  Studies  10 


Module  1  -  Section  1 


Social  Studies  10 


a.    Look  carefully  at  the  edges  of  each  province.  Now  put  the  provinces 
into  four  categories: 

•  all  edges  uneven:   


•  most  edges  uneven: 


•  most  edges  smooth: 


•  all  edges  smooth: 


b.   Why  are  some  edges  or  boundaries  smooth  lines  or  arcs? 


c.    Where  are  most  of  the  smooth  boundaries  found? 


Here  are  further  map  activities: 

a.  Very  lightly  draw  in  the  outlines  of  the  following  lakes  and  label  them: 
Lake  Erie,  Lake  Ontario,  Lake  Huron,  Lake  Superior,  Lake  Manitoba, 
Lake  Winnipeg,  Great  Slave  Lake,  Great  Bear  Lake,  Lake  Athabasca. 

b.  Draw  a  dotted  line  through  the  Great  Lakes  to  show  the  boundary 
between  Canada  and  the  United  States. 
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used  once,  so  it  gets  easier  after 
you  find  the  first  several 
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5.   Do  you  recall  the  physical  regions  of  Canada?  Review  the  section  notes  if 
you  don't  recall  them. 

a.  Draw  the  boundaries  for  each  physical  region  of  Canada.  Label  each 
region,  using  a  different  size  of  print. 

b.  Construct  a  key  (or  legend)  for  your  map  and  shade  each  physical  region, 
matching  the  key  with  a  different  colour. 

c.  Draw  a  border  around  your  map  and  give  your  map  a  title. 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  1 :  Extra  Help. 


Activity  B 

Have  you  ever  wondered  how  the  provinces  got  their  names?  Many  of  them  are 
from  people  involved  at  the  time  of  early  European  settlement;  others  come  from 
native  words. 

Each  of  the  following  clues  describes  one  of  Canada's  ten  provinces.  Try  to 
identify  each  province. 

1.   Which  province  is  named  for  the  Iroquois  word  meaning  "lake"? 


2.   Which  province's  name  means  New  Scotland? 


3.   Which  province  means  that  it  is  a  land  which  has  just  been  discovered? 


4.   Which  province  was  named  because  it  had  the  British  part  of  the  river 
flowing  through  it? 


5.   This  one  is  easy.  Which  Canadian  province  was  named  after  the  House  of 
Brunswick? 
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6.    This  province  was  named  after  the  daughter  of  Queen  Victoria. 


7.    The  name  of  this  province  means  either  water  and  prairie,  or  lake  of  the 
Maniti. 


8.    Which  province  was  named  in  honour  of  Edward,  Duke  of  Kent? 


9.    This  province's  name  comes  from  a  Cree  word  meaning  swift  flowing,  as 
used  to  describe  the  great  river  of  the  prairies. 


10.    This  province's  name  comes  from  an  Algonquin  word  meaning  where  the 
river  narrows. 


You  may  be  interested  in  finding  out  how  other  places  in  Canada  got  their  names. 
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Activity  C 


PHOTO  SEARCH  LTD. 


Can  you  identify  this  provincial  capital .' 

Provinces  and  Capitals  Word  Game 

1.   Name  the  ten  provinces  and  their  capital  cities. 

Province  Capital  City 
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2.   Find  the  names  of  each  of  the  provinces  and  its  capital  city  in  the  following 
puzzle  and  enclose  each  one  with  lines.  The  names  may  be  in  any  direction  - 
forward,  backward,  or  diagonally. 
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Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  1 :  Extra  Help. 
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Enrichment 

1.   Recognizing  your  exceptional  writing  skills,  Canada's  Department  of  Small 
Business  and  Tourism  has  hired  you  to  write  a  short  tourist  brochure  for  one 
of  the  following  areas:  Atlantic  Canada,  Quebec,  Southern  Ontario  (the 
Lowlands),  or  Canada's  North. 

Pick  one  area,  research  it  in  your  school  or  public  library,  and  write  your 
brochure  in  the  space  provided.  Discuss  such  things  as  climate,  scenery, 
cities,  centres  of  historical  interest,  recreational  possibilities,  annual  events  - 
things  like  that.  Remember,  you're  trying  to  sell  the  region  to  potential 
tourists,  so  make  it  appealing. 
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Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  1:  Enrichment. 
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Read  the  following  article  "Drizzly  Vancouver  High  on  Lows,"  which  is  from 
The  Edmonton  Journal,  March  1986. 


Drizzly  Vancouver  High  on  Lows 


By  MARGARET  MUNRO 
Southam  News 

OTTAWA  -Vancouver  has  the  most 
depressing  weather  of  the  10  largest 
cities  in  the  country. 

The  rain  and  cloud  that  can  hang  over 
the  West  Coast  metropolis  for  weeks  is 
psychologically  more  debilitating  than 
the  bone-chilling  cold  in  Edmonton  and 
Winnipeg,  according  to  a  new 
government  climate  severity  index  that 
rates  the  weather  in  almost  every  town 
and  city  in  the  country. 

Even  Whitehorse  with  long,  dark 
winter  days  is  ranked  better  for  the 
human  spirit. 


And  though  the  climate  in  Ottawa  is 
rated  more  severe  overall,  the  nation's 
capital  isjudged  psychologically  kinder 
to  its  residents  than  drizzly  Vancouver. 


Environment  Canada  officials 
decided  to  not  publicize  the  43 -page 
index  because  much  of  the  information, 
such  as  Vancouver's  psychological 
rating,  is  sure  to  offend  the  chmatic 
sensitivities  of  some  people. 

The  environment  department 
scrapped  a  press  release  out  of  concern 
that  wide  distribution  of  the  climate 
index  would  produce  a  storm  of  protest 
from  indignant  citizens. 

This  better-not-to-know  attitude 
extends  even  to  the  federal  agency  which 
asked  weathermen  to  update  a  20-year- 
old  climate  scale.  Treasury  Board,  the 
government's  paymaster,  uses  the 
severity  ratings  to  determine  isolation 
bonuses  for  about  8000  federal  civil 
servants. 

The  federal  paymasters  were  given 
the  new  and  more  detailed  index  on  the 
quiet  more  than  two  years  ago,  but  they 
still  haven't  reassessed  the  isolation 
bonuses. 


David  Philips,  who  produced  the 
index  with  R.B.  Crowe,  finds  this  rather 
amusing. 

He  says  psychoanalysing  the  weather 
was  only  a  small  part  of  his  original 
task,  and  psychoanalysing  people's 
reaction  to  climate  indexes  has  proved 
almost  as  interesting. 
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"I'm  convinced  that  Canadians  will 
defend  their  weather  no  matter  how  bad 
it  is  as  long  as  there  isn't  any  money  to 
be  made  running  it  down,"  says  Phillips, 
a  speciahst  in  climates. 


He  recalls  constant  arguments 
whenever  Ottawa  tries  to  change  the 
environmental  hardship  allowance.  The 
old  climate  index  put  Whitehorse  on  a 
par  with  Ottawa  which  raised  the  ire  of 
the  federal  employees  in  the  Yukon. 

"Make  it  profitable  for  people  to  turn 
against  their  weather  and  they  will." 


CANADA'S  BIGGEST  CITIES 
RANKED  ACCORDING  TO 
CLIMATE  SEVERITY 


PF 

HFOMF 

SI 

Quebec 

29 

40 

60 

52 

Winnipeg 

9 

29 

26 

51 

Ottawa 

24 

21 

52 

44 

Montreal 

25 

27 

47 

43 

Edmonton 

8 

14 

27 

37 

Toronto 

20 

19 

40 

36 

Calgary 

6 

25 

22 

35 

Vancouver 

31 

5 

31 

19 

OTHER  CITIES  OF  INTEREST 

Regina 

6 

41 

29 

49 

Victoria 

24 

4 

20 

15 

Whitehorse 

19 

13 

18 

46 

Yellowknife 

20 

15 

30 

57 

St.  John's,  Nfld. 

53 

48 

94 

59 

Halifax 

36 

25 

74 

47 

Isachsen,  N.W.T. 

65 

64 

49 

99 

Kamloops,  B.C. 

7 

11 

4 

20 

Medicine  Hat 

1 

18 

6 

29 

North  Bay,  Ont. 

31 

25 

44 

46 

Prince  George,  B.C. 

24 

18 

30 

38 

Sault  Ste.  Marie 

27 

35 

44 

46 

Windsor,  Ont. 

23 

26 

34 

37 

PF  Psychological  Factor 
HF  Hazard  Factor 
OMF  Outdoor  Mobility  Factor 
SI  Severity  Index 

Phillips  and  federal  health  official 
Dr.  Don  Wigle  hope  the  new  index  will 
prompt  social  and  medical  researchers 
to  take  a  closer  look  at  the  climate, 
which  sends  hundreds,  perhaps, 
thousands,  of  Canadians  to  hospital  each 
year. 

In  areas  such  as  Southern  Ontario, 
hospital  admissions  rise  sharply  in 
certain  types  of  weather.  Hot,  humid 
summer  air  combined  with  city  smog, 
for  example,  seems  to  worsen  heart  and 
respiratory  conditions. 


Many  Albertans,  meantime,  suspect 
bouts  of  depression  may  be  triggered  by 
the  Chinook  winds  from  the  Rockies. 

But  most  of  this  is  just  speculation, 
says  Wigle,  who  heads  a  research  group 
in  the  bureau  of  epidemiology  studying 
disease  and  illness  trends.  And  it  will 
remain  so,  he  says,  unless  more 
statistical  research  is  done  on  health- 
weather  correlations. 

The  new  index  gives  each  town  a 
summer  and  winter  discomfort  factor 
based  on  windchill,  humidity,  and  length 
and  severity  of  the  seasons;  a 
psychological  factor  based  largely  on 
day  length,  amount  of  sunshine,  rain  and 
fog;  a  hazard  factor  based  largely  on  the 
number  and  severity  of  storms;  and  an 
outdoor  mobility  factor,  based  on 
visibility  and  frequency  of  rain,  fog,  and 
snow.  These  factors  are  then  combined 
to  produce  a  total  severity  index  for  each 
town. 
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The  tiny  post  of  Isachsen  in  the  Queen 
Ehzabeth  Islands  in  the  Arctic  is  rated 
the  most  grueUing  spot  in  the  country. 

Frigid,  wicked  weather  earned 
Isachsen  a  chmate  severity  index  of  99 
-  out  of  a  possible  1 00  -  and  it  was  used 
as  the  worst  case  against  which  all  other 
towns  were  judged. 


Then  there's  St.  John's,  Nfld. 

Not  only  is  gloomy,  rainy  weather  of 
St.  John' s  a  psychological  strain,  earning 
a  53  rating  in  that  area,  but  it  was  also 
ranked  the  toughest  town  to  escape  from 
because  the  airport  is  fogged  in  so  often. 

The  Newfoundland  capital  was  given 
a  dismal  severity  rating  of  59,  the  worst 
of  all  provincial  capitals.  It  was  even 
worse  than  Yellowknife,  which  weighed 
in  at  57. 

At  the  other  end  of  the  spectrum, 
southwestern  Alberta  was  rated  as  one 
of  the  most  desirable  places  to  Hve, 
along  with  Vancouver  Island  and  the 
southern  interior  of  British  Columbia. 


Sunshine  was  rated  such  a  climatic  plus 
that  Medicine  Hat  and  Lethbridge  were 
given  the  nation '  s  lowest  psychological 
stress  factors  -  one. 

PhiUips  cautions,  however,  that  the 
Chinook  factor  was  not  considered  when 
calculating  severity  indexes  for  Alberta. 

Dr.  Roy  Fletcher  of  the  University  of 
Lethbridge  suspects  the  changeable 
weather  brought  on  by  the  chinooks 
may  increase  the  level  of  an  anxiety 
hormone  called  serotonin  in  the  body. 
Fletcher  is  interviewing  hundreds  of 
Albertans  to  try  to  get  a  better 
understanding  on  the  influence  of  the 
winds. 


In  Ottawa  -  which  ranks  third  most 
severe  on  the  list  of  the  10  largest  cities 
-  benefit  officers  at  the  Treasury  Board 
are  still  mulling  over  just  what  to  do 
with  the  new  index. 

The  officials  blame  the  federal  wage 
restraint  program  for  delays  in  using 
the  updated  climate  ratings.  Isolation 
pay  is  one  of  the  benefits  for  federal 
employees.' 


'  Southam  News  for  the  article,  "Drizzly  Vancouver  High  on  Lows,"  taken  from  The  Edmonton  Journal, 
March  1986.  Reprinted  by  permission  of  Southam  News. 
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2.   Do  you  agree  with  the  rating  system  and  its  results?  Explain. 


3.   Imagine  that  you  have  been  asked  to  rate  different  areas  of  Canada,  on  a 
scale  of  0  to  100,  based  on  a  different  set  of  factors. 

This  is  your  new  rating  system: 
Key 

1  -  Climate  (0  =  horrible;  100  =  great) 

2  -  Resources  available  (0  =  none;  100  =  unlimited) 

3  -  Industry  and  manufacturing  (0  =  none;  100  =  highly  industrialized) 

4  -  Urban  density  (100  =  very  dense) 

5  -  Job  opportunities  (0  =  none;  100  =  no  unemployment) 

6  -  Physical  appeal  (100  =  very  beautiful) 

7  -  Would  you  live  there?  (0  =  never;  100  =  yes) 

Fill  in  the  following  chart,  based  on  the  material  in  this  section. 


Region 

Features  (see  key) 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

Cordillera 

Prairies 

Shield 

St.  Lawrence-Great  Lakes 
Lowlands 

Atlantic 

Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  1 :  Enrichment. 
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Conclusion 


Canada  is  a  country  of  regions  -  physical,  climatic,  political,  economic,  and 
cultural.  Its  size  and  history  make  Canada  one  of  the  most  diverse  nations  in  the 
world.  But  what  are  the  results  of  this  diversity? 


ASSIGNMENT 


Turn  to  your  Assignment  Booklet  and  do  the  assignment  for  this  section. 
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Regional  Disparity 


If  you  have  travelled  through  Canada,  you  may  have  noticed  that  some  areas  are 
wealthy  and  enjoy  the  benefits  of  a  healthy  economy.  In  another  area  you  may 
have  witnessed  the  effects  of  an  economic  slowdown  -  unemployment  and 
poverty.  These  differences  in  Canada's  political,  economic,  and  social  fabric  are 
often  the  result  of  geographic  factors. 

This  section  will  help  you  identify  the  causes  of  these  regional  differences  (or 
disparity)  and  also  the  results. 
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Activity  1 :  Three  Interviews 


Canada  is  a  free  country. 
People  here  have  equal 
opportunity  to  pursue  whatever 
goals  they  want  -  as  long  as 
they're  legal.  If  you're 
ambitious  and  willing  to  work 
hard,  you  can  achieve 
whatever  you  want. 


Do  you  agree  with  the  preceding  quotation?  Read  the  following  interviews  with 
three  young  Canadians,  and  then  answer  that  question. 


An  Interview  With  Joe  l\/lcKay 

In  the  little  town  where  I  grew  up  on  Cape 
Breton  Island,  Nova  Scotia,  there  was  really 
only  one  way  to  earn  a  living  -  the  coal 
mines;  and  that  didn't  pay  a  decent  wage. 

Being  the  oldest  boy  in  a  family  of  seven,  I 
had  to  quit  school  when  I  was  fifteen  and  go 
to  work.  My  father  was  on  a  disability 
pension;  all  that  coal  dust  isn't  good  for  a 
man. 

Anyway,  I  worked  four  or  five  years  in  the 
mines,  but  there  was  no  future  in  it  and  I 
didn't  want  to  end  up  like  my  father;  so  I 
bought  myself  a  bus  ticket  to  Toronto  -  you 
know,  where  they  said  the  streets  were 
paved  with  gold.  Fool's  gold  is  more  like  it! 

Oh  sure,  there's  lots  of  work  in  Toronto  -  if  you've  got  a  skill  or  a  good 
education;  but  all  I  could  get  was  seasonal  jobs  paying  minimum  wage. 
Sometimes  I'd  work  long  enough  to  get  unemployment  insurance;  sometimes 
not.  But  it  wasn't  for  lack  of  trying,  I'll  tell  you. 
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I  only  stayed  in  Toronto  three  years.  It's  not  the  place  for  a  Cape  Breton  boy  all 
alone.  Oh,  I'd  go  down  to  the  Silver  Dollar  on  Spadina  and  blow  off  steam  with 
the  guys  there  now  and  then;  lots  of  them  were  from  back  home.  But  I  wanted  to 
do  more  than  that  with  my  hfe,  so  I've  come  back  to  Cape  Breton.  This  time  I've 
come  to  Port  Hawkesbury,  where  there's  work  in  the  new  pulp  and  paper  mill 
and  oil  refinery.  I  haven't  landed  a  job  yet,  but  this  time  I  hope  my  luck  will 
change. 

An  Interview  With  Melanie  Sutherland 


I'm  from  Etobicoke;  that's  part  of  Metro 
Toronto.  Looking  back  I  guess  I'd  say  I  had 
a  happy  childhood.  We  had  a  four-way  split- 
level  house  in  a  nice  middle-class 
neighbourhood.  What  I  remember  most 
about  my  teens  is  lying  around  the  backyard 
swimming  pool  with  my  friends  on  those  hot 
Toronto  summer  days. 

I  studied  languages  at  the  University  of 
Toronto,  with  a  major  in  French.  I  think  the 
summers  I  spent  in  France  and  Switzerland 
motivated  me  a  lot.  When  I  finally  got  my 
B.A.,  I  didn't  know  what  I  wanted  to  do;  so  I 
took  a  year  off  and  backpacked  around 
Europe  (everyone  was  backpacking  around 
Europe  in  those  days)  trying  to  find  what 
interested  me.  Eventually  I  returned  and 
took  a  law  degree  in  Ottawa. 

The  problem  now  is  that  I'm  not  sure  that  I  really  want  to  practise  law  for  long.  I 
think  I'd  eventually  like  to  get  into  pohtics.  As  a  bilingual  lawyer  I'd  be  a 
natural,  don't  you  think? 

An  Interview  With  Dwayne  Batiuk 

My  father  runs  a  farm  machinery  business  in  a  town  in  southern  Alberta.  Things 
were  good  until  a  couple  of  years  ago  when  it  turned  dry.  Lately  farmers  just 
haven't  been  able  to  buy  much  and  Dad  says  he'll  go  out  of  business  if  he  has 
another  bad  season.  He  certainly  wouldn't  be  the  first  businessman  to  shut  down 
here,  I'll  tell  you. 
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I'm  finishing  high  school  this  year,  but  I  don't 
know  what  I'll  do  after  that.  I  had  planned  on 
taking  over  Dad's  business  in  a  few  years  but 
now  I  guess  I'd  better  try  to  get  into  a  program 
at  SATT  in  Calgary.  I  know  one  thing:  I  don't 
want  to  end  up  like  my  older  cousin.  He  quit 
school  after  grade  1 1  -  that  was  in  the  oil 
boom  days  -  and  went  to  work  on  the  rigs.  He 
did  great  for  awhile,  but  when  the  economy 
turned  bad,  he  was  left  high  and  dry.  Now  he's 
back  trying  to  get  his  diploma  at  night  school. 

The  problem  is  that  competition  is  pretty  stiff 
these  days  to  get  into  any  good  trade  program. 
I'm  not  sure  I  can  get  the  marks  I  need  but  I'll 
have  to  try.  There's  not  too  many  other 
options. 


1.   What  geographic  and/or  climatic  forces  contribute  to  make  life  economically 
less  comfortable  for  Joe  McKay  and  Dwayne  Batiuk  than  for  Melanie 
Sutherland?  (Remember  what  you  learned  in  Section  1.) 


This  is  a  very  important  point. 

Regional  disparity:  inequalities  2.   The  topic  of  this  scctiou  is  regional  disparity.  Disparity  means  difference 

amongst  Canada's  regions  -  implies  inequality.  How  do  the  three  previous  interviews  demonstrate 

particularly  economic 

inequalities  the  regional  dispanty  that  exists  in  Canada?  Make  specific  references  to  the 

interviews  in  your  answer. 
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What  are  some  effects  of  regional  disparity  of  which  you  are  aware  from 
your  own  experience?  For  example,  do  you  know  anyone  who  has  moved 
within  Canada  in  search  of  work? 


4.   a.    Which  two  provinces  do  you  think  are  Canada's  most  disadvantaged 
(i.e.,  the  poorest)? 


b.   Which  province  do  you  think  is  the  most  affluent  (i.e.,  the  richest)? 


5.   One  way  of  measuring  the  relative  prosperity  of  Canada's  regions  is  to 
compare  average  incomes  across  the  country.  Suggest  two  other  possible 
methods  of  measuring  a  region's  prosperity. 


Reread  what  is  written  in  the  balloon  at  the  beginning  of  Three  Interviews. 
Do  you  agree  with  this  quotation?  Defend  your  answer. 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  2:  Activity  1. 
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Activity  2:  Indicators  of  Regional  Disparity 

Regional  disparity,  then,  means  the  inequalities  that  exist  among  Canada's 
regions.  Though  all  sorts  of  inequalities  exist,  ultimately  the  ones  that  matter  are 
economic  disadvantages.  It  is  these  that  affect  people's  lives,  and  it  is  these  with 
which  this  discussion  is  concerned. 

In  Activity  1  you  were  asked  to  suggest  ways  of  measuring  a  region's  prosperity. 
Perhaps  you  thought  of  several.  Here  are  five  indicators  or  methods  used  to 
identify  prosperity. 

•  Income 


People  earn  varying  amounts,  on  the 
average,  in  Canada's  provinces  and 
territories.  Following  are  charts 
comparing  weekly  earnings  of 
industrial  workers  in  1987  and  yearly 
incomes  of  families  in  1987. 


Where  does  Alberta  rank  in  both 
of  these  listings? 


Yearly  Incomes  of 
Families,  1987 

Atlantic  provinces 

$35  400 

Quebec 

40  100 

Ontario 

49  000 

Prairie  provinces 

44  400 

British  Columbia 

42  600 

Territories 

not  available 

Canada 

43  600 

STATISTICS  CANADA 


Weekly  Earnings  of 
Industrial  Workers,  1987 

Newfoundland  and 

Labrador 

$424 

Prince  Edward  Island 

$362 

Nova  Scotia 

$400 

New  Brunswick 

$407 

Quebec 

$431 

Ontario 

$456 

Manitoba 

$408 

Saskatchewan 

$406 

Alberta 

$450 

British  Columbia 

$453 

Yukon  Territory 

$513 

Northwest  Territories 

$610 

Canada 

$442 

STATISTICS  CANADA 
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1 .   a.    The  chart  showing  the  weekly  earnings  of  industrial  workers  tells  you 
that  in  1987  the  average  weekly  wage  of  industrial  workers  in  Canada 
was  $442.  To  see  which  provinces  and  territories  fall  above  and  below 
the  average,  complete  the  following  chart. 


Province  and  Territories 
Above  Average 

Provinces  and  Territories 
Below  Average 

b.   Now  go  back  and  number  the  provinces  and  territories  in  the  chart  from 
highest  (1)  wages  to  lowest  (10). 

2.   a.    Many  people  might  be  surprised  to  see  where  Canada's  highest  industrial 
wages  are  paid.  Where  are  the  highest  wages  paid? 


b.    Suggest  a  reason  why  this  area  ranks  highest  in  this  category. 


Social  Studies  10 


c.    Would  this  mean  that  standards  of  hving  are  high  in  these  areas? 
Explain  your  answer. 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  2:  Activity  2. 


Employment  rate 


Some  regions  in  Canada  have  more  job 
opportunities  than  others.  The  rate  of 
employment  is  something  economists 
watch  very  closely  as  an  indicator  of 
economic  health. 


Following  are  the  percentages  of 
unemployed  workers  for  August  1989. 


Unemployment  Rates,  August  1989 


Newfoundland 

Manitoba 

6.8% 

and  Labrador 

15.8% 

Saskatchewan 

7.2% 

Prince  Edward  Island 

14.1% 

Alberta 

7.1% 

Nova  Scotia 

10.1% 

British  Columbia 

8.8% 

New  Brunswick 

12.5% 

Territories 

not  available 

Quebec 

8.8% 

Ontario 

5.1% 

Canada 

7.4% 

STATISTICS  CANADA 
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3.   a.    According  to  the  unemployment  figures  for  August  1989,  from  which 
two  provinces  might  you  expect  to  see  the  greatest  emigration? 


b.   Into  which  three  provinces  might  you  expect  to  see  the  greatest 
immigration? 


4.   a.   How  many  provinces  had  unemployment  rates  below  the  national 
average  in  August  1989? 


b.   Why  might  this  fact  be  a  cause  for  some  alarm? 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  2:  Activity  2. 


How  would  unemployment  rates  affect  the  housing  industry?    WESTFILE  INC. 
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•  Standard  of  living 


Standard  of  living:  a  term 
describing  how  well  ojf  people 
are  in  such  areas  as  housing, 
food,  and  public  services 


Standard  of  living  measures 
not  how  much  money  people 
have  but  how  well  off  they  are 
in  terms  of  such  things  as 
housing,  food,  and  public 
services.  It  might  impress  you, 
for  example,  to  know  that 
workers  in  Toronto  were 
earning  higher  wages  than 
those  in  Edmonton,  but  your 
views  could  change  if  you 
learned  that  housing  was  two 
or  three  times  as  expensive  in 
Toronto,  as  the  following 
article  indicates. 


Toronto  Beckons,  Bankrupts 


Toronto  may  be  a  city  of  opportunity, 
but  there  is  no  bargain,  Ontario-bound 
Albertans  soon  discover. 


The  horror  stories  about  the 
exorbitant  cost  of  housing  -  and  just 
about  everything  else,  are  true,  a  recent 
study  by  the  Alberta  Department  of 
Economic  Development  and  Trade 
shows. 

Soaring  costs  the  villain 

At  the  end  of  November,  the  average 
resale  price  for  any  kind  of  home  in 
Toronto  was  $250  390.  In  Edmonton, 
the  average  price  for  single-family 
dwellings  was  $92  140. 

And  everything  else,  from  car 
insurance  to  gasoline  to  liquor,  costs 
more  in  the  Ontario  capital.  The  dollar 
stretches  a  lot  further  in  Alberta,  the 
study  shows.' 


'  The  Edmonton  Journal  for  the  article  "Toronto  Beckons,  Bankrupts,"  January  1 1,  1989.  Reprinted  by 
permission  of  The  Edmonton  Journal. 
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•  Education 


Levels  of  education  differ 
from  province  to  province, 
and  region  to  region;  and 
educational  levels  are  tied 
directly  to  employability 
and  income.  The  chart 
that  follows  gives  1981 
figures  on  highest  levels  of 
educational  achievement 
across  Canada  for  people 
over  fifteen  years  of  age. 


Level  of  Schooling  by  Province  and  Territory,  1981 


Province  or 
Territory 

Less  than 
Grade  9 

Grades 
9-13 

Universitv 

\#  1  1 1  V Wl  wily 

Degree 

Newfoundland 
and  Labrador 

31.7% 

63.7% 

4.7% 

Prince  Edward  Island 

25.2 

68.7 

6.1 

Nova  Scotia 

22.0 

70.7 

7.4 

New  Brunswick 

30.1 

63.9 

6.0 

Quebec 

28.4 

64.6 

7.1 

Ontario 

19.3 

71.7 

9.0 

Manitoba 

23.5 

69.1 

7.4 

Saskatchewan 

24.7 

69.2 

6.1 

Alberta 

14.3 

76.1 

9.6 

British  Columbia 

15.0 

76.9 

8.2 

Yukon  Territory 

14.6 

76.4 

8.9 

Northwest  Territories 

39.0 

53.7 

7.4 

Canada 

21.9 

70.1 

8.0 

STATISTICS  CANADA 
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The  following  survey  was  published  during  the  International  Literacy  Year 
(1990).  It  illustrates  provincial  literacy  levels. 


Literacy  Levels  by  Province*,  (ages  16  to  69),  1989 


Percent 


Nfld.     NS      NB     Que.    Ont.     Man.    Sask.    Alta.  BC 

*In  PEI,  due  to  small  sampling  size  and  high  variability,  figures  were  not  released. 

Level  1 :    (Overall,  7%  of  Canadians) 

difficulty  in  dealing  with  printed  materials;  people  who  cannot  read 

Level  2:    (Overall,  9%  of  Canadians) 

use  printed  materials  for  limited  purposes  (recognize  familiar  words); 
people  have  difficulty  with  common  reading  material 

Level  3:    (Overall,  22%  of  Canadians) 

people  read  simple,  clear,  uncomplicated  reading  material 

Level  4:    (Overall,  62%  of  Canadians) 

people  can  meet  most  reading  demands 

How  do  these  literacy  levels  compare  with  the  schooling  levels  of  the  provinces? 
Would  the  literacy  levels  have  any  effect  on  employability  of  people? 
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5.   Would  you  expect  Alberta  educators  to  be  proud  of  their  province's 
showing?  Explain  your  answer. 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  2:  Activity  2. 


Migration 


Within  Canada  people  are 
free  to  move  from  province 
to  province  in  search  of 
work,  and  the  number  of 
people  leaving  an  area 
helps  indicate  the  area's 
economic  health. 


The  migration  chart  that  follows  needs  some  explanation.  These 
definitions  should  help  your  understanding: 

migration:       movement  into  and  out  of  an  area 

inmiigration:    movement  into  an  area 

emigration:     movement  out  of  an  area 


net  migration:  immigration  minus  emigration  (If  expressed  in  a  negative 
number,  for  example,  -  8.3,  this  means  more  people  left 
than  entered  an  area.) 
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Canadian  Migration 


Province 

1981-82 

1982-83 

1989-90 

Newfoundland 

-5  693 

1  829 

-2018 

Prince  Edward  Island 

-856 

636 

-586 

Nova  Scotia 

-1  936 

3  791 

-227 

New  Brunswick 

-2  842 

3  554 

981 

Quebec 

-  25  790 

-  24  678 

-6  334 

Ontario 

-5  665 

23  585 

-8  184 

Manitoba 

-2  625 

2  544 

-7  814 

Saskatchewan 

-323 

3  580 

-17  038 

Alberta 

36  562 

- 11  650 

4  747 

British  Columbia 

8  705 

-1  489 

36  693 

STATISTICS  CANADA 


6.  Note  the  dramatic  difference  in  Alberta's  net  migration  between  1981-82 
and  1982-83.  Suggest  a  reason  for  this  difference. 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  2:  Activity  2. 
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Activity  3:  Causes  of  Regional  Disparity 

At  this  point  you  know  that  disparities  exist  among  Canada's  regions,  and  know 
enough  of  the  country's  geography  and  history  of  settlement  to  arrive  at  the 
principal  causes  of  this  disparity.  By  working  through  this  activity,  you  should 
come  to  a  clear  understanding  of  why  Canada  is  a  nation  characterized  by 
disparities  amongst  its  regions. 

Consider  this  situation: 


You  are  an  employee  of  the  Honoya  Company,  which  manufactures 
high-tech  widgets  in  the  far  eastern  country  of  Sotondu.  Your 
company  is  thinking  of  opening  manufacturing  plants  in  Canada  and 
has  sent  you  here  on  a  fact-finding  mission.  You  are  to  investigate 
and  report  back  on  Canada's  various  regions  so  that  an  informed 
decision  can  be  made  as  to  where  any  such  plants  would  best  be 
built. 


Be  sure  to  check  the  Appendix 
for  suggested  answers  after  you 
write  your  report. 


1 .   Your  first  stop  on  your  fact-finding  mission  is  the  Great  Lakes-St.  Lawrence 
Lowland  area  in  southern  Ontario.  Your  government  knows  that  this  is  a 
prosperous  area,  but  it  wants  to  know  why.  Will  the  prosperity  last?  What  is 
its  basis? 

Your  job  is  to  make  a  report  exploring  why  this  part  of  Canada  is  so  wealthy. 
You  should,  in  your  investigation,  consider  such  factors  as  its  history  of 
settlement,  climate,  physical  features  and  natural  resources,  its  location,  its 
labour  force  -  that  sort  of  thing.  You  should  also  report  on  any  problems  that 
you  see  -  or  foresee  -  developing. 

The  report  has  been  started  for  you. 
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Report  on  Southern  Ontario  and  Its  Possibilities  as  an  Area 
for  Business  Expansion 

Prepared  for  the  Honoya  Company  by  

I  have  found  this  part  of  Canada  to  be  exceptionally  prosperous,  as  we  had 

been  led  to  believe.  The  reasons  for  this  prosperity  are  clear.  
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2.   Now  your  company  has  sent  you  to  central  Alberta  to  make  a  similar  report. 


Report  on  Central  Alberta  and  Its  Possibilities  as  an  Area 
for  Business  Expansion 

Prepared  for  the  Honoya  Company  by   

I  have  found  this  section  of  Canada  to  be  very  different  from  the  Lowlands 
of  southern  Ontario. 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  2:  Activity  3. 
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Now  that  you  have  completed  Activity  3  and  studied  the  suggested  answers  in 
the  Appendix,  you  should  have  a  good  idea  as  to  why  Canada  has  problems  with 
regionalism. 

It  is  understandable  that  Joe  McKay  might  be  resentful  of  Melanie  Sutherland. 
Given  such  tremendous  differences  in  his  entire  life's  experiences,  it  is  natural 
that  Dwayne  Batiuk  might  feel  that  he  had  little  in  common  with  either  Joe  or 
Melanie.  In  fact,  might  he  feel  that  he  had  much  more  in  common  with  people  in 
the  United  States'  midwest  to  the  south  of  Alberta? 


Do  yov.  kiiov  your  own  country  better  than  you  know  Canada's  southern  neighbour? 


It  is  not  easy  to  keep  a  country  together  when  Canadians  in  one  part  feel  closer  to 
citizens  of  another  country  than  to  citizens  of  the  far-flung  regions  of  their  own. 
And  when  resentment  felt  by  the  less  affluent  (that  is,  poorer)  areas  for  the  more 
affluent  ones  is  thrown  in,  it  is  easy  to  see  why  Canada  is  a  country  with  strong 
internal  tensions. 
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Follow-up  Activities 

If  you  had  difficulties  understanding  the  concepts  in  the  activities,  it  is 
recommended  that  you  do  the  Extra  Help.  If  you  have  a  clear  understanding  of 
the  concepts,  it  is  recommended  that  you  do  the  Enrichment. 

Extra  Help 

1.   Turn  back  to  the  discussion,  tables,  and  charts  in  Activity  2.  Using  the 
information  presented  there,  indicate  whether  the  following  statements  are 
T  (true)  or  F  (false).  Place  your  answer  in  the  blank  to  the  left  of  each 
statement. 

  a.    In  August  1989  unemployment  was  higher  in  Prince  Edward 

Island  than  in  Saskatchewan. 

  b.   Canadians  tend  to  move  from  less  wealthy  regions  to  richer 

ones. 

  c.    Net  migration  means  immigration  minus  emigration. 

  d.   In  1987,  wages  in  Prince  Edward  Island  were  the  lowest  in 

Canada. 

  e.    More  people  left  Quebec  in  search  of  new  jobs  than  other 

provinces  in  the  years  1981-83. 

  f.    Teenagers  in  wealthy  regions  tend  to  remain  in  school  a  long 

time. 

  g.   A  part-time  job  is  probably  easier  to  find  in  a  rich  region  than 

in  a  less  wealthy  one. 

  h.   Income  levels  are  an  important  indicator  of  regional  disparity. 

  i.    Ontario,  Alberta,  and  British  Columbia  can  be  considered  rich 

provinces. 

  j.    Regional  disparity  means  that  some  regions  of  Canada  are 

richer  than  others. 
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2.  Using  these  same  tables,  determine  whether  you  would  consider  the  Atlantic 
region  as  relatively  prosperous  or  disadvantaged.  Explain  your  answer  with 
reference  to  the  charts. 
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Enrichment 

1 .   a.    List  the  five  indicators  or  methods  of  measuring  regional  disparity. 


b.   Which  indicator  do  you  feel  influences  a  region's  prosperity  the  most? 
Explain. 
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2.   Imagine  yourself  in  a  position  like  Joe  McKay's  -  living  in  a  small  town 
where  there  is  little  chance  of  a  prosperous  future.  You  are  thinking  of 
moving  to  a  city  in  a  more  prosperous  part  of  the  nation,  but  are  uncertain. 
Would  you  go  or  stay? 


Think  well  before  answering;  perhaps  make  up  a  chart  listing  the  pros  and 
cons  of  staying  or  leaving.  Explain  your  reasoning  fully  when  you  answer. 

I  think  I  would  choose  to  


Pros 

Cons 
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Conclusion 


variations  /n 


In  Section  2  you  have  learned  that  each  region  and  province  of  Canada  is 
influenced  by  differing  factors.  These  factors  create  variations  in  living 
standards  and  opportunities  for  those  living  in  the  region.  These  differences, 
with  some  areas  having  more  than  others,  are  known  as  regional  disparity. 


ASSIGNMENT 


Turn  to  your  Assignment  Booklet  and  do  the  assignment  for  this  section. 
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Alienation  and 


Some  regions  of  Canada  are  very  different  from  others.  Some  areas  have  much 
more  (or  less)  than  other  areas.  How  does  this  affect  relations  among  the 
regions? 

In  this  section  you  will  look  at  three  main  concepts:  regional  identity,  alienation, 
and  separatism.  You  will  learn  how  Canadians  have  varying  perspectives  on  the 
issues  that  confront  them,  and  you  will  focus  on  two  areas  in  particular:  Western 
Canada  and  Quebec. 
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Activity  1:  Alienation  and  Separatism 

Canada  is  a  vast  land  with  major  disparities.  This  much  you  know.  But  what  do 
you  feel? 

At  the  beginning  of  this  module  you  were  asked  whether  you  thought  of  yourself 
principally  as  a  Canadian,  a  westerner,  or  an  Albertan.  Or  do  you  perhaps 
identify  most  strongly  with  your  community? 


Western  Canada  Your  Community 


At  this  point  you  can  analyse  your  own  attitudes  a  bit  more  deeply  to  determine 
your  strongest  and  weakest  loyalties.  To  do  so,  complete  the  short  survey  which 
follows. 
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Survey  Questions 

1 .  To  which  of  the  following  four  areas  do  you  feel  the  strongest  attachment? 
Circle  your  answer. 

Western  Canada  Your  Community  Alberta  Canada 

2.  To  which  of  the  following  four  areas  do  you  feel  the  second  strongest 
attachment?  Circle  your  answer. 

Western  Canada  Your  Community  Alberta  Canada 

3.  To  which  of  the  following  four  areas  do  you  feel  the  third  strongest 
attachment?  Circle  your  answer. 

Western  Canada  Your  Community  Alberta  Canada 

4.  To  which  of  the  following  areas  do  you  feel  the  weakest  attachment?  Circle 
your  answer. 

Western  Canada  Your  Community  Alberta  Canada 

5.  Why  do  you  identify  with  one  area  more  strongly  than  the  others? 


6.  Now  it  might  be  interesting  to  determine  if  your  attitudes  are  shared  by  other 
Albertans. 


Ask  at  least  ten  people  (and  as  many  more  as  you  want)  the  questions  that 
follow.  You  may  ask  your  family,  friends,  neighbours,  or  teachers.  Put 
check  marks  beside  their  answers  to  keep  track.  Then  tabulate  and  analyse 
your  results  in  the  spaces  provided. 


Social  Studies  10 


110 


a.    With  which  of  the  following  four  areas  do  you  feel  the  strongest 
identification? 


Area 


Person 

1     23    45    67     8    9  10  11   12  Total 


Canada 

The  West 

Alberta 

Your  Community 

b.   With  which  of  the  following  four  areas  do  you  feel  the  weakest 
attachment? 


Area 


Person 

1     23    45    67     8    9  10  11   12  Total 


Canada 

The  West 

Alberta 

Your  Community 

7.  Now  you  can  interpret  your  survey  results.  Based  on  this  survey,  with  what 
part  of  the  country  do  Albertans  tend  to  identify 


•  most  strongly? 

•  least  strongly? 


N.B.  Note  that  this  is  a  very  sketchy  survey.  If  you  wish  to  get  more  reliable 
results,  ask  the  questions  of  a  much  greater  number  of  people. 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  3:  Activity  1. 
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Activity  2:  Western  Alienation 

Did  the  results  of  your  survey  surprise  you  at  all?  Did  you  detect  strong  feelings 
of  regional  identification?  Certainly  within  Alberta,  and  Western  Canada  in 
general,  there  are  very  strong  regional  feelings.  Many  Albertans  feel  more 
attached  to  Alberta,  or  the  West,  than  they  do  to  Canada  as  a  whole. 


Alienation:  a  feeling  of  isolation 
from  something 


Such  attitudes  are  called  feelings  of  regional  identity.  Sometimes  they  become 
so  strong  that  they  grow  into  feelings  of  alienation  from  the  rest  of  Canada.  To 
understand  what  this  means,  an  examination  will  be  made  of  the  attitudes  of 
regional  identity  and  alienation  as  they  occur  in  Western  Canada. 


A  Case  Study 

You  know  what  an  alien  is,  right?  E.T.  is  an  alien.  So  is  ALF.  They're  from 
other  planets.  People  in  Canada  from  other  countries  are  also  aliens.  Have  you 
ever  listened  to  discussions  on  the  view  of  Canada's  illegal  aliens  -  people  from 
outside  the  borders  living  in  the  country  illegally? 

Well,  Western  Canada  is  not  from  another  planet  -  though  some  people  think  that 
the  West  is  so  different  from  the  East  that  it  might  as  well  be  -  and  the  West 
certainly  is  not  in  Canada  illegally.  Yet  many  westerners  feel  like  aliens  within 
Canada;  they  feel  separated  and  isolated  from  the  rest  of  the  country  in  a  variety 
of  ways.  (Remember  how  lonely  E.T.  felt  on  Earth.)  Feelings  such  as  these  are 
called  feelings  of  alienation. 

For  an  example  of  such  a  feeling,  read  the  following  letter.  It  appeared  in  The 
Calgary  Herald  in  1986. 
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The  Alberta  Pavilion  at  Expo  '86 


Alberta's  French  Menu  Irks  Expo  Visitor 


I  recently  attended  Expo  '86  in 
Vancouver  and,  despite  the  crowds  and 
long  waits,  I  was  extremely  impressed 
with  what  I  saw,  except  the  menu  at  the 
Alberta  Pavilion  restaurant.  At 
lunchtime  on  the  first  day,  we  arrived  at 
the  Alberta  Pavilion  and  decided  to 
patronize  our  own  Alberta  restaurant. 
Its  menu  was  posted  outside  and  we 
stepped  up  to  see  what  looked 
appetizing.  On  examining  the  menu,  all 
I  could  see  at  first  was  the  menu  printed 
in  large  bold  type  in  French.  I  said  to 
my  wife,  "This  damn  menu  is  all  French 
and  no  English."  She  pointed  out  to  me 
that  the  English  was  below  the  French 
version  in  very  small  ordinary  type, 
which  almost  required  a  magnifying 
glass  to  see.  The  word  Alberta  was 
spelled  with  a  small  A  wherever  it 


appeared  instead  of  a  capital  A.  Had 
such  a  menu  appeared  in  Quebec  or 
Eastern  Canada,  I  would  have  thought 
nothing  of  it,  but  in  Western  Canada  at 
Expo  '86,  and  at  an  Alberta  Pavilion 
restaurant,  I  think  it  is  absolutely 
disgusting  and  an  insult  to  Western 
Canada  and  particularly  to  Alberta.  Had 
the  French  and  English  printing  been  in 
exactly  the  same  size  and  the  same  bold 
type  it  might  have  been  excusable .  I  can 
only  surmise  that  the  menus  were  printed 
in  Quebec,  leaving  me  with  the 
impression  that  we  have  no  printing 
companies  in  Alberta  or  Western 
Canada  ...  we  didn't  eat  at  the  Alberta 
Pavilion  restaurant  but  splurged  and 
went  to  McDonald's,  where  at  least  the 
menu  was  printed  in  English  not 
requiring  a  magnifying  glass  to  see.' 


The  Calvary  Herald  for  the  letter  "Alberta's  French  Menu  Irks  Expo  Visitor,"  November  14,  1986. 
Reprinted  by  permission  of  The  Calt^ary  Herald.  Calgary,  Alberta. 
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1.  Does  the  writer  of  this  letter  seem  to  identify  most  strongly  with  Canada, 
Western  Canada,  or  Alberta?  Defend  your  answer  by  referring  to  the  letter. 


2.   a.    Is  this  letter's  tone  emotional  or  unemotional? 


b.   If  you  think  the  tone  is  emotional,  what  emotion,  in  your  opinion,  is 
expressed  in  the  letter?  Support  your  answer  with  an  example  from  the 
letter. 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  3:  Activity  2. 
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No  doubt  you  noted  the  anger  felt  by  the  writer  of  this  letter.  Not  only  does  he 
seem  to  identify  with  Alberta  and  Western  Canada,  but  he  also  appears  to  have  a 
resentment  toward  Eastern  Canada,  and  is  almost  painfully  sensitive  toward 
anything  he  sees  as  an  extension  of  its  influence  in  the  West.  Such  resentment 
well  illustrates  the  phenomenon,  and  the  fact,  of  western  alienation. 

Why  do  some  westerners  feel  this  resentment  toward  easterners  (or  to  be  more 
precise.  Central  Canada)?  Why  do  they  feel  alienated?  Who  or  Vv'hat  do  they 
resent  and  why?  How  extreme  do  the  feelings  of  alienation  get?  How  deep  do 
they  go?  How  widespread  are  they?  Such  questions  as  these  are  the  focus  of  the 
case  study  of  western  alienation. 


If  you  have  the  chance,  ask 
someone  who  is  not  from 
Alberta.  Do  you  think  such 
answers  might  differ? 


3.  It  is  time  to  do  one  more  survey.  Ask  this  question  of  at  least  ten  people: 

Do  you  think  Alberta  and  Western  Canada  as  a  whole  have  been  treated 
fairly  within  Confederation  (that  is,  within  Canada)?  If  not,  in  what  ways  has 
the  treatment  been  unfair? 

In  the  space  given,  write  down  all  the  examples  of  perceived  unfair 
treatment  suggested  by  those  you  survey.  Add  any  others  you  can 
think  of. 
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Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  3:  Activity  2. 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 

Now  you  should  have  a  few  ideas  as  to  why  the  West  tends  to  feel  alienated.  To 
increase  your  understanding,  read  the  following  letters.  These  are  not  actual 
letters  that  appeared  in  any  publication,  but  are  typical  of  the  sorts  of  concerns 
voiced  by  letters  to  the  editor  in  western  newspapers  and  magazines.  Letters  to 
newspaper  editors  express  opinions.  A  well-expressed  opinion  is  one  presented 
logically  and  in  a  rational  manner,  generally  supporting  its  views  with  factual 
evidence.  It  should  not  show  bias  (prejudice);  it  should  not  call  names;  it  should 
not  sound  angry  and  emotional.  Read  all  the  letters,  then  do  the  question 
following. 


0 

Dear  Editor: 

The  West  began  its  liistory  tied  to  Eastern  Canada,  but  this  need  no 
longer  be  true.  With  trade  opening  up  all  over  the  Pacific  and  with 
the  U.S.,  our  future  lies  west  and  south.  Albertan  children  should  be 
learning  Japanese  and  Chinese,  not  French.  It's  time  to  cut  our  ties 
with  Eastern  Canada  and  strike  out  on  our  own. 


© 

Dear  Editor: 

Your  publication  gives  the  word 
redneck  a  whole  new  meaning. 
Your  writers  respond  to  the  words 
French  and  bilingualism  the  way  a 
bull  responds  to  a  red  cape. 
You're  automatically  against 
anything  or  anybody  from  Central 
Canada.  Don't  you  realize  that  it's 
this  sort  of  regionalistic  thinking 
that  keeps  Canada  from  achieving 
its  potential?  It's  only  when  we 
can  put  aside  our  petty  regional 
differences  and  unite  behind  a 
strong  central  government  that 
we'll  ever  achieve  anything.  This 
internal  bickering  is  killing 
Canada. 


© 

Dear  Editor: 

I  have  recently  moved  to  Alberta 
from  Ontario,  and  I  am  appalled  at 
the  way  your  publications  stir  up  anti- 
eastern  and  anti-Canadian  feelings. 
All  you  ever  think  about  is  the  West; 
you  have  no  vision  of  Canada  as  a 
country. 

Take  the  oil-boom  as  an  example; 
years  later  you're  still  complaining 
that  Alberta  was  made  to  sell  oil  to 
other  provinces  at  below  world 
prices.  Don't  you  realize  that  the 
sky-high  oil  prices  then  were  causing 
tremendous  hardships  to  eastern 
consumers  and  businesses?  Canada 
has  oil,  so  why  should  any  Canadian 
have  had  to  pay  those  prices? 
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0 

Dear  Editor: 

Bill  C-72,  the  new  Official 
Languages  Act,  just  proves  once 
again  that  the  West  doesn't  matter  to 
the  government  in  Ottawa.  First,  the 
Official  Languages  Act  of  1969 
made  EngHsh  and  French  Canada's 
two  official  languages,  despite  the 
fact  that  west  of  Quebec, 
francophones  are  a  minority.  This 
Bill  is  just  shoving  even  more  French 
down  our  throats.  Now  it  will  be 
harder  than  ever  for  people  who 
aren't  bilingual  to  get  promotions 
within  the  civil  service  or  the  RCMP. 
All  the  good  jobs  will  go  to  people 
growing  up  in  bilingual  areas  like 
Montreal  and  Ottawa. 

The  irony  is  that  while  the  rest  of 
Canada  is  being  forced  to  be  more 
and  more  bilingual,  Quebec  keeps 
passing  laws  making  itself  more  and 
more  French. 


Dear  Editor: 


When  will  westerners  wake  up 
and  realize  that  we'll  never  get 
our  way  within  Canada?  Our 
system  of  government  is  based  on 
the  idea  of  majority  rule.  This 
sounds  fine,  except  that  the 
majority  of  Canadians  live  in 
Ontario  and  Quebec,  and  their 
interests  are  usually  very  different 
from  our  own.  The  result:  they 
always  get  their  own  way.  Even  if 
the  West  does  support  a  party  that 
gets  into  power,  once  it's  in  power 
it  must  please  central  Canadian 
voters  to  stay  there.  We  can  never 
win.  We  should  get  out. 


© 

Dear  Editor: 

During  the  Great  Depression  of 
the  '30s,  did  eastern  banks  and 
lending  institutions  bat  an  eye 
when  it  came  to  foreclosing  on 
western  farmers  who  couldn't  pay 
back  their  loans?  So  why  should 
we  have  been  made  to  sell  cheap 
oil  to  the  East?  We  should  have 
made  them  freeze  in  the  dark. 


0 

Dear  Editor: 

I  don't  see  why  the  West 
doesn't  wake  up  and  smell  the 
bacon.  Central  Canada  has 
always  seen  us  as  little  more 
than  a  supplier  of  grain  and  a 
market  for  her  manufactured 
goods.  Right  from  the  start 
tariffs  (taxes)  were  put  on 
U.S.  goods  so  we'd  be  forced 
to  buy  from  Ontario,  paying  to 
have  the  stuff  shipped  out 
here  (while  we  also  had  to  pay 
to  ship  our  grain  to  them,  mind 
you!).  Then  when  Alberta 
finally  had  the  chance  to  make 
some  money  in  the  oil  boom, 
what  happened?  The 
government  forced  us  to  sell 
oil  to  the  East  at  cheap  rates. 
We  lost  billions  -  billions  we 
could  have  fallen  back  on  now 
that  we  need  it.  Yet 
westerners  never  raise  a  fuss. 
We  should  threaten  to 
separate  like  Quebec  did. 
Maybe  then  we'd  be  treated 
fairly. 
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I'm  confused!  All  those  letters 
seem  to  make  sense  even 
though  they  often  disagree  with 
each  other.  There  just  doesn't 
seem  to  be  a  right  or  wrong 
viewpoint  here. 


4.  Following  is  a  dialogue  between  a  central  Canadian  with  little  sympathy  for 
the  point  of  view  of  alienated  westerners  and  an  Albertan  who  feels  that  the 
West  has  suffered  genuine  injustices  within  Confederation.  The  ideas  of  the 
speaker  from  Central  Canada  are  presented;  you  take  the  position  of  the 
Albertan  and  fill  in  the  bubbles  with  answers  to  the  points  she  makes. 


Canada  must  act  as  one  united 
country.  Each  region  must 
contribute  what  it  can  in  an 
unselfish  way.  That  way  we  all 
benefit. 
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You  westerners  strike  me  as 
bigoted.  You're  so  anti-French, 
for  example.  Can't  you  see  that 
it's  one  of  Canada's  strengths 
that  it's  a  bilingual  country?  The 
French  were  here  first,  and  their 
presence  is  one  of  the  things  that 
makes  us  a  society  distinct  from 
that  of  the  United  States. 
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5.   The  cartoon  that  follows  appeared  in  The  Edmonton  Journal  in  February, 
1989.  The  man  on  the  left  is  Michael  Wilson,  a  former  Canadian  Minister  of 
Finance.  The  cartoon  refers  to  the  interest  rate  situation  described  in  the 
accompanying  letter  to  the  editor. 


Dear  Editor: 

Once  again  Western  Canada's  interests  are  being  sacrificed  to  those  of 
Ontario.  Our  economy  is  very  slow  right  now;  what  we  need  are  low 
interest  rates  to  encourage  businesses  to  expand  and  to  encourage 
individuals  to  borrow  money  to  buy  the  goods  those  businesses  produce. 
But  what  do  we  get?  The  Bank  of  Canada  keeps  increasing  interest  rates 
to  cool  down  Ontario's  overheated  economy.  This  is  ruining  any  chance 
we  westerners  have  of  improving  our  economy,  but  no  one  in  Ottawa 
seems  to  care. 


The  Edmonton  Journal  for  the  cartoon  of  February  4,  1989.  Reprinted  by  permission  of  The  Edmonton 
Journal. 


121 


The  cartoon  and  letter  are  about  the  interest  rate  poHcy  of  the  Bank  of 
Canada  in  the  early  months  of  1989.  Look  closely  at  what  Mr.  Wilson 
(the  Finance  Minister  at  the  time)  is  saying;  what  broader  statement  is  the 
cartoon  making  about  the  attitude  of  the  Canadian  government  towards 
Western  Canada? 


In  the  space  provided,  draw  a  cartoon  that  reflects  the  attitude  of  the 
Canadian  government  towards  Western  Canada  today.  Has  the  attitude 
changed  since  1989? 
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6.  From  the  previous  letters  to  the  editor,  pick  one  that  you  think  is  biased  (or 
prejudiced)  and  unfair  and  write  your  own  letter  to  a  newspaper,  explaining 
why  you  disagree  with  this  particular  letter.  Point  out  specifically  where  you 
think  the  letter  is  biased  and  inaccurate. 

What  is  the  number  of  the  letter  to  which  you  will  be  responding?   

Dear  Editor: 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  3:  Activity  2. 
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Activity  3:  Solving  the  Problem 

Now  that  you  understand  some  of  the  concerns  that  spark  discontent  in  the  West, 
it  is  time  to  focus  on  one  issue  and  see  what  can  be  done  to  solve  the  problem. 


The  more  population  there  is  in 
an  area,  the  more  members  of 
Parliament  they  elect.  This  is 
called  representation  by 
population. 


Refer  back  to  the  problem  discussed  in  Letter  7  to  the  editor.  The  West  does 
have  trouble  getting  its  concerns  addressed  by  the  government  in  Ottawa  because 
of  the  West's  comparatively  small  population.  If  politicians  hope  to  accomplish 
anything,  they  must  stay  in  power.  To  stay  in  power  it  is  necessary  to  get  more 
votes  than  other  parties  do,  and  most  votes  are  in  Central  Canada. 

Here,  then,  is  the  problem: 

The  West  believes  that  it  is  not  always  treated  as  an  equal  partner  within 
Canada.  What  can  westerners  do  about  this  situation? 

Anybody  trying  to  solve  a  problem  must  work  through  a  sequence  of  steps.  Here 
is  a  sequence  that  you  can  use: 


•  Identify  the  problem  clearly,  making  sure  you  understand  it. 

•  Think  of  as  many  possible  solutions  as  you  can.  Brainstorming  as  a 
group  works  well  here. 

•  Evaluate  each  proposed  solution.  Ask  questions  such  as  these: 

-  How  well  will  it  work? 

-  Whom  will  it  affect? 

-  Is  it  fair? 

-  Are  there  possible  negative  consequences? 

-  Is  more  information  necessary  to  evaluate  this  idea? 

•  Pick  the  solution  or  solutions  that  seem  to  work  best. 

•  Decide  on,  and  describe,  a  way  to  carry  out  that  solution  -  that  is,  to  act 
upon  it. 
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A  Problem-Solving  Model 


Identify  the  problem. 

f 

Think  of  solutions. 

f 

Evaluate  each  possible  solution. 

Pick  the  best  solution. 

r 

Decide  how  to  put  it  into  practice. 

Now  you  are  going  to  try  to  find  a  solution  to  the  equality  problem  that  the  West 
feels  it  has  as  a  part  of  Canada.  If  you  are  studying  in  a  classroom  situation, 
make  this  a  group  activity. 

Step  1:  This  has  already  been  done.  The  problem  has  been  identified  as  follows: 

The  West  believes  that  it  is  not  always  treated  as  an  equal  partner  within 
Canada.  What  can  westerners  do  about  this  situation? 

Step  2:  List  as  many  possible  solutions  as  you  can.  If  you  are  in  a  group,  get 
together  and  brainstorm.  One  possible  idea  (certainly  by  no  means  an 
extreme  one)  has  been  included  to  get  you  started. 

•  Westerners  can  refuse  to  vote  for  any  candidate  for  political 
office  in  the  central  government  who  does  not  promote  the 
West's  cause  in  Parliament. 
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Step  3:  Now  evaluate  each  idea,  noting  its  pros  and  cons.  Again  this  should  be 
done  in  a  group  if  possible. 

Solution  #1 


Pros 

Cons 

Solution  #2 


Pros 

Cons 

Solution  #3 


Pros 

Cons 

Solution  #4 


Pros 

Cons 
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Solution  #5 


Pros 

Cons 

Solution  #6 


Pros 

Cons 

Solution  #7 


Pros 

Cons 

Solution  #8 


Pros 

Cons 
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N.B.    If  you  or  your  group  come  up  with  more  than  eight  possible  solutions, 
use  your  own  paper  to  evaluate  them. 

Step  4:  Describe  the  solution  that  you  or  your  group  think  is  best.  Explain  why 
you  think  it  would  be  effective. 


Step  5:  Now  it  is  time  to  be  absolutely  practical.  Think  about  how  you  could  go 
about  implementing  (putting  into  practice)  the  solution  on  which  you 
have  decided.  Present  your  ideas  in  the  provided  space. 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  3:  Activity  3. 
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Activity  4:  Separatism  in  the  West 


By  any  chance  was  one  of  your  proposed  solutions  to  the  pohtical  problem  of 
Western  Canada  that  the  West  should  actually  leave  Canada  -  that  is,  separate? 
If  so,  you  would  not  be  alone.  There  have  been  groups  in  the  West  for  years 
suggesting  separatism  -  the  idea  that  the  western  provinces  and  northern 
territories  should  leave  Canada  and  establish  themselves  as  an  independent 
nation.  Read  the  following  letter  which  expresses  such  a  viewpoint. 


The  West  Should  Get  Out 


Ted  Byfield's  July  25  Westview 
"Here  are  a  few  percentages  Mr.  Masse 
hasn't  mentioned"  provided  a  large 
amount  of  interesting  information  about 
the  Quebec  takeover  of  our  federal 
government.  What  was  even  more 
intriguing  was  the  final  paragraph,  in 
which  he  said,  "How  did  Quebec  gain 
such  power?  Simply  by  saying 
unmistakably,  'Change  the  system,  or 
we'll  get  out'." 

What  Quebec  said  is  "We  want  out," 
and  they  even  had  a  referendum  on  the 
matter.  Not  only  that,  they  had  the  CBC 
and  the  media  with  them  and,  in  passing, 
they  moved  to  take  control  of  our  federal 
government  so  that  when  they  finally 
do  leave  they  will  do  so  from  a  secure 
economic  position  (having  drained 
business  and  wealth  from  the  rest  of 


Canada).  They  will  also  be  in  a  secure 
pohtical  position  with  Quebeckers  in 
most  of  the  positions  of  power  in  our 
federal  government,  and  with  EngHsh- 
speaking  Canada  in  a  state  of  cultural 
disarray  as  a  result  of  its  attempts  to 
cope  with  multiculturalism  and  the 
imposition  of  French. 

Since  it  is  impossible  for  the  West  to 
get  its  wealth  back,  and  since  it  is  clear 
we  can't  get  significant  change  in  our 
constitution,  I  hope  Mr.  Byfield  will,  in 
some  future  column,  carry  his  line  of 
reasoning  to  its  logical  conclusion.  If 
Western  Canada  is  to  get  control  of  its 
economy  or  to  have  political  justice  and 
language  and  culture  safe  from  costly 
and  objectionable  federal  government 
interference,  we  must  say  "We  want 
out"  and  we  must  then  get  out.^ 


Alberta  Report  for  the  letter  "The  West  Should  Get  Out,"  August  15,  1988.  Reprinted  by  permission  of 
Alberta  Report. 
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The  writer  of  this  letter  uses  strong  words  and  urges  extreme  measures.  While  he 
resents  what  he  sees  as  a  francophone  takeover  of  Canada's  government,  he 
admires  what  Quebec  has  achieved  by  threatening  to  separate.  He  wants  the 
West  to  make  the  same  threat  -  and  carry  through  on  it. 

1 .   List  three  specific  reasons  that  the  author  of  the  letter  has  for  the  West  to 
separate. 


1^    Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  3:  Activity  4. 


The  previous  letter- writer  was  a  member  of  a  political  party  -  one  that  would 
have,  if  it  had  gained  power,  separated  the  West  from  the  rest  of  Canada.  His 
party  -  the  Western  Independence  Party  -  was  but  one  of  a  number  of  political 
parties,  some  more  extreme  than  others,  that  arose  to  promote  the  concerns  of 
western  Canadians.  You  will  use  this  party  as  an  example  of  a  western  separatist 
party. 

History  of  the  Western  Independence  Party  of  Canada 

In  1987  a  group  of  Albertans  got  together  in  Edmonton  and  decided  to  form  a 
new  federal  political  party.  The  goal  of  this  new  party  would  be  to  separate  the 
West  from  the  rest  of  Canada,  thereby  creating  a  new  nation.  The  new  party 
reasoned  that  the  present  political  system  served  the  needs  of  the  West  so  poorly 
that  many  westerners  would  be  prepared  to  support  a  credible  separatist  party. 

The  initial  policy  statement  of  the  Western  Independence  Party  included  these 
points: 

•  independence  is  the  only  way  westerners  can  get  political  justice 

•  independence  is  the  only  way  westerners  can  get  economic  justice 

•  the  constitutional  right  to  private  property 

•  the  citizens'  right  to  referendums  on  major  issues  including  the  constitution 

•  the  citizens'  right  to  referendums  on  constitutional  amendments 

•  English  as  the  official  language 

•  an  elected,  equal,  and  effective  Canadian  Senate 
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The  following  excerpts  have  been  edited  and  taken  from  a  taped  interview  with 
Dr.  Fred  C.  Marshall,  leader  at  that  time,  of  the  Western  Independence  Party  of 
Canada.  The  interview  took  place  in  Edmonton,  April  1988. 

Interviewer:    Could  you  tell  us  something  about  yourself  and  your  fellow  members  ? 
Why  did  you  and  others  join  the  movement? 

Dr.  Marshall:  Well,  I'm  a  doctor  and  a  surgeon  and  I  practise  in  Edmonton,  and  I've 
been  associated  with  the  independence  movement  now  for  about  eight 
years.  I  was  interested  in  it  before,  but  I  wasn't  involved.  I  was  a 
Conservative  as  most  people  are  in  this  province.  But  the  independence 
movement  didn't  start  eight  years  ago,  of  course;  it  started  many,  many 
years  ago.  Some  people  say  it  even  started  with  Louis  Riel,  and  that  was 
before  the  turn  of  the  century  ;  so  the  independence  movement  in  Western 
Canada  has  existed  for  a  long  time. 


NAC  1879         The  1885  trial  of  Louis  Riel  was  a  national  French-English  conflict.  Riel  was  found  guilty  of 
treason  for  his  part  in  trying  to  defend  the  rights  of  the  French-speaking  Metis. 


Interviewer:    What  would  you  say  is  the  main  reason  for  the  existence  of  the 
independence  movement  in  the  West? 

Dr.  Marshall:  Its  main  reason  for  existing  is  that  Western  Canada  feels  that  it  continues 
to  be  treated  as  a  colony  by  Central  Canada.  Now  that  sounds  like  a  kind 
of  a  cop-out,  but  let  me  specify  what  a  colony  is.  It's  an  area  that  is 
maintained  by  another  more  dominant  area  to  be  used  for  resources,  to  be 
used  as  a  captive  market;  and  the  thing  that  bothers  us  in  our  movement 
most  is  that  many  decisions  are  made  for  the  benefit  of  Canada  and  to  the 
detriment  of  Western  Canada. 
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Hinterland:  the  remote  or  less- 
developed  parts  of  a  country, 
used  to  supply  goods  or  to 
provide  resources  for  the  more- 
developed  areas 


Credibility  problem:  a 

helievahilily  prohlcin 
The  western  independence 
movement  has  a  problem 
convincing  people  to  believe  in  it 
-  to  take  it  seriously. 
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Interviewer:    This  is  like  a  hinterland  situation  then? 

Dr.  Marshall:  Right.  Exactly.  We're  hinterland.  And  the  problem  with  our  party  has 
been  that  very  few  people  really  look  at  what's  going  on.  Many  people 
just  consider  how  they  are  going  to  vote  within  the  week  or  two  before 
an  election.  So  our  problem  is  an  educational  problem.  And  you  can 
appreciate  that.  We  have  to  educate  people  about  what's  going  on. 

Interviewer:    And  -  what  is  going  on?  I  mean  -  can  you  give  us  some  major 

grievances  of  the  western  independence  movement  over  the  years? 

Dr.  Marshall:  Yes  -  Central  Canada  -  the  federal  government  -  Uterally  bled  Alberta 
of  wealth  in  the  taxes  and  in  the  reduced  revenues  from  oil  sales  that 
resulted  in  billions  of  dollars  going  to  Central  Canada  between  1969  and 
1985.  So  they've  taken  our  money;  they  have  kept  us  captive  to  their 
industries  in  Ontario  so  that  we  couldn't  buy  outside  the  Canadian  tariff 
system.  They've  set  up  freight  rates  that  insured  that  our  industries 
started  up  in  Western  Canada  couldn't  be  competitive.  Everything 
they've  done,  they've  done  for  the  advantage  of  Central  Canada.  Now 
why  on  earth  would  they  do  that?  And  the  answer  is  simple:  the  votes 
are  in  Ontario  and  Quebec.  So  they  have  to  do  the  things  that  help  or 
appear  to  help  Ontario  and  Quebec. 

Interviewer:    To  come  back  to  the  people  in  the  independence/separatist  movement 
-  Elmer  Knudson,  at  a  Red  Deer  conference  of  West  Fed.  described 
the  people  in  the  western  separatist  movement  as  being  made  up  very 
largely  of  farmers  and  folks.  Would  you  say  this  was  true? 

Dr.  Marshall:  Yes,  it  was.  And  I've  often  wondered  about  that.  I  mean,  I'm  one  of 
the  few  professionals  in  the  movement  and  many,  many  professionals 
cire  sympathetic.  But  I'm  one  of  the  few  active  ones.  Where  are  the 
professionals?  I  think  the  issues  are  as  clear  to  them  as  they  are  to  me. 
Most  of  the  members  of  our  party  are  average  people.  And  farmers 
see  these  issues  much  more  clearly  than  most  people. 

Interviewer:    Another  report  comments  that  most  of  the  people  in  the  movement  are 
middle-aged  or  older.  Are  these  reports  true?  And  when  do  the 
young  people  come  into  the  movement?  Is  there  any  increase  in  the 
number  of  young  people  coming  into  the  movement? 

Dr.  Marshall:  Yes,  there  is.  The  first  statement  is  true.  Most  of  the  older  people 
understand  what's  going  on.  They  haven't  been  brainwashed  ...  as 
the  young  people  have  ...  the  older  people  understand  what's  going 
on,  so  the  party  is  primarily  older  people. 

Dr.  Marshall:  There  is  no  question  the  movement  has  a  credibility  problem.  That 
is  the  problem  that  we  have  to  address  because  the  professionals  that  I 
was  talking  about  earlier  are  not  going  to  come  into  the  movement 
until  it's  credible.  And  that  is  what  we're  working  on.  We're  trying 
to  present  in  this  new  party,  the  Western  Independence  Party,  a 
credible  image. 
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Interviewer:    Is  part  of  this  problem  the  extremist  image  created  by  the  Western 
Canada  Concept  Party? 

Dr.  Marshall:  Yes  .  . .  The  problem  was  that  the  early  people  in  the  western 

independence  movement  in  Alberta,  in  the  WCC  and  so  on,  were  so 
enraged  by  what  was  going  on  and  so  unable  to  kind  of  control  the 
words  and  so  on,  and  so  inexperienced  in  politics,  that  they  inevitably 
had  an  image  of  extremists.  And  of  course  the  media  exploited  this.' 


2.  Following  is  a  series  of  statements.  In  the  space  beside  each  one  put  A  if 
Dr.  Marshall  would  agree  with  it,  or  D  if  he  would  disagree. 

  a.   The  federal  government  has  the  West's  best  interests  at 

heart. 

  b.   Western  Canada  is  being  used  by  Central  Canada. 

  c.    Western  Canada  benefits  greatly  by  being  part  of  Canada. 

  d.   Freight  rates  work  to  the  advantage  of  the  West. 

  e.    Voters  in  Ontario  and  Quebec  dominate  the  federal 

government. 

  f.    Previous  separatists  in  the  West  have  been  too  extreme  in 

their  protests. 

^    Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  3:  Activity  4. 


Generally,  movements,  political  parties,  and  organizations  use  symbols.  They 
need  them.  Dr.  Marshall  mentioned  his  party's  problem  of  being  believable  or 
credible.  Symbols  can  help  unify  a  movement  and  attract  new  members  to  it. 
The  Western  Independence  Party  had  a  flag,  badges,  pins,  and  bumper  stickers. 
In  addition  to  gaining  more  professional  people  in  its  ranks,  it  hoped  to  catch  the 
inspiration  and  idealism  of  younger  people. 


'  Reprinted  by  permission  of  Dr.  Fred  Marshall. 
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This  was  the  flag  of  the  Western  Independence  Party. 
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Do  you  think  Western  Canada 
could  survive  economically  on  its 


There  is  a  great  deal  of  symbolism 
in  this  flag.  Do  you  see  the  Rocky 
Mountains  and  the  flat  prairies 
symbolized? 


Yes!  And  the  six  smaller  stars  of 
the  little  dipper  stand  for  the  six 
political  areas  of  Western  Canada  - 
Alberta,  British  Columbia,  Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan,  the  Yukon,  and  the 
Northwest  Territories.  What  might 
the  large  star  on  the  far  left 
symbolize? 


Of  course  westerners  who  want  to  separate  from  the  rest  of  Canada  are  in  a 
definite  minority.  Most  people  think  that  the  West  is  better  off  working  out  its 
problems  within  Confederation  and  confronting  its  destiny  as  an  increasingly 
influential  part  of  the  nation.  If  Canada  starts  to  break  up  into  pieces,  such 
people  argue,  it  will  be  destroyed  -  and  perhaps  ultimately  swallowed  up  piece 
by  piece  by  the  United  States. 


'  The  Western  Independence  Party  for  their  flag,  taken  from  a  promotional  pamphlet.  Reprinted  by  permission 
of  the  Western  Independence  Party. 
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Is  there  a  way  to  solve  the  West's 
complaints  that  does  not  include 
separation? 
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Do  you  agree  with  Dr.  Marshall  and  his  views  on  western  separatism?  In  the 
space  that  follows  write  a  personal  letter  in  response  to  the  interview  that  you 
have  read.  In  your  letter  explain  why  you  either  agree  or  disagree  with 
Dr.  Marshall's  conviction  that  the  best  future  for  Western  Canada  lies  in 
separation. 

Dear  Dr.  Marshall, 


Whether  or  not  you  agree  with  separatist  ideas,  certainly  it  is  true  that  such  ideas, 
and  the  parties  that  voice  them,  do  serve  to  make  people  aware  that  there  is 
discontent  within  Canada's  regions.  Such  awareness  is  necessary  if  the  problems 
that  create  this  discontent  are  to  be  overcome. 
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Activity  5:  Quebec  Separatism 


My  grandparents  moved  here  from 
Hungary  and  they  had  to  learn 
English  -  the  language  of  Canada. 
What  makes  the  French  in  Quebec 
so  special?  Why  can't  they  learn 
English  too? 
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Have  you  heard  people  expressing  ideas  like  this?  Have  you,  perhaps,  ever 
expressed  similar  views?  Have  you  wondered  why  Quebec's  French-Canadians 
have  seemed  so  discontented  within  Canada?  Perhaps  what  follows  will  help  you 
to  understand  the  Quebec  viewpoint  a  little  better. 

No  discussion  of  separatism  in  Canada  would  be  complete  without  a  look  at  the 
Quebec  situation.  Western  separatists  tend  to  be  impressed  with  what  Quebec 
has  achieved  with  its  threats  to  separate  from  Canada  and  are  sometimes  inspired 
by  Quebec's  successes.  Not  all  westerners,  though,  really  understand  the 
background  to  what  has  gone  on  in  Quebec. 


Background  on  Quebec  Separatism 
The  Pre-Confederation  Period 

As  you  know  from  Section  1,  the  French  were  the  first  Europeans  in  what  is 
today  Canada,  but  in  1763  France  gave  New  France,  or  Quebec,  to  the  English  - 
the  result  of  the  Seven  Years'  War.  You  also  know  that  when  the  Thirteen 
Colonies  revolted  against  England  in  1775  to  form  the  United  States  of  America, 
Quebec  stayed  loyal  to  England.  The  understanding  treatment  Quebec  had 
received  from  its  conquerors  and  the  protection  of  its  laws,  customs,  language, 
and  rehgion  that  Quebec  enjoyed  at  England's  hands  had  much  to  do  with  this. 
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The  rest  of  Canada  grew  more 
quickly  than  Quebec,  because 
most  immigrants  went  to  the 
English-speaking  provinces. 


While  Quebec  remained  essentially  a  French-speaking  colony,  an  English 
element  did  arise,  made  up  mainly  of  businessmen  and  merchants.  When  New 
France  was  defeated  by  the  English,  most  of  the  governing  class  within  the 
colony  had  gone  back  to  France,  leaving  essentially  an  uneducated,  poor 
population  of  peasant  farmers.  What  developed  within  Quebec  was  a  sort  of 
class  society,  a  majority  of  poor  French  farmers  (the  habitants)  and  a  minority  of 
wealthy  English  merchants,  centred  primarily  in  Montreal. 


Post-Confederation  Quebec 


When  Canada  was  created  in  1867,  many  Quebecois  (French-speaking 
Quebeckers)  were  worried  about  being  swallowed  up  by  the  EngHsh  majority, 
but  hoped  that  guarantees  of  the  use  of  French  in  Parliament  and  in  the  Quebec 
legislature  would  offer  sufficient  protection.  They  also  relied  on  the  fact  that  the 
provinces  could  govern  themselves  in  many  respects. 


Well,  that's  one  thing  that 
Quebec  and  Alberta  have  in 
common  -  a  desire  for  a 
strong  provincial  government 
to  protect  their  own  interests. 


"9^ 


Confederation:  the  joining 
together  of  Ontario,  Quebec, 
New  Brunswick,  and  Nova 
Scotia  to  form  the  Dominion  of 
Canada,  on  July  1,  1867;  the 
other  provinces  joined 
individually  at  later  dates 

Conscription:  the  drafting  or 
forcing  of  people  into  the  armed 
forces 


During  the  century  that  followed  Confederation,  the  French  in  Quebec  saw 
themselves  becoming  increasingly  a  minority  within  Canada,  though  still  a 
majority  in  their  own  province.  There  were  during  this  time  several  episodes  of 
French/English  confrontations.  One  was  the  conscription  crisis  of  World  War  I. 

Conscription  means  drafting  people  to  serve  in  the  armed  forces.  In  1917  the 
government  of  Canada  introduced  a  conscription  act  into  Parliament  -  an  act  that 
would  make  military  service  compulsory  for  most  able-bodied  male  British 
subjects  in  Canada  between  the  ages  of  twenty  and  forty-five. 

This  generated  tremendous  French/EngUsh  tensions  in  Canada.  Most  English- 
speaking  Canadians  felt  it  was  Canada's  duty,  as  a  member  of  the  British  Empire, 
to  supply  men  for  the  war.  By  contrast,  French-speaking  Canadians  tended  to 
feel  that  this  was  a  foreign  war  fought  thousands  of  miles  away.  They  resented 
sending  men  to  die  for  an  empire  for  which  they  felt  little  loyalty. 

The  result  was  rioting,  fighting  -  in  short,  a  full-blown  French/English  conflict 
that  underlined  the  fact  that  Canada  was  indeed  a  nation  of  two  very  different 
cultures. 
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The  French  are  a  bunch  of 
cowards.  They're  part  of  the 
British  Empire,  and  the  Empire's 
been  awfully  good  to  them.  But 
will  they  go  and  fight  for  their 
country  in  its  hour  of  need?  No! 


This  war  is  taking  place 
thousands  of  miles  away.  The 
British  Empire  means  nothing 
to  us  .  .  .  and  France  deserted 
us  here  back  in  1763.  Quebec 
is  our  homeland.  We'll  give 
our  lives  for  Quebec,  but  not 
for  some  foreign  power. 


Throughout  this  period  things  within  Quebec  were  changing.  Quebec  shared  in 
the  boom  years  of  the  roaring  twenties,  and  more  and  more  Quebecois  moved  to 
the  cities  and  shared  in  the  wealth.  Still,  though,  big  business  remained  for  the 
most  part  in  the  hands  of  the  English  -  a  fact  that  increasingly  aroused  the 
resentment  of  the  French  majority. 


1.   List  three  specific  events  that  have  caused  the  French  in  Quebec  to  feel 
resentment  against  English  Canada. 
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2.  The  Military  Service  Act  of  1917  made  military  service  compulsory  for  most 
able-bodied  Canadian  men.  Look  at  this  poster  and  answer  the  questions 
following. 


WhuareiM? 


NAC  29484       A  typical  WWI  poster 


a.    To  whom  would  this  poster  appeal? 


b.   Would  a  poster  like  this  increase  French  resentment  towards  the  English? 
Why  or  why  not? 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  3:  Activity  5. 
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The  Duplessis  Era 

During  most  of  the  years  between  1936  and  1959  the  premier  of  Quebec,  the 
head  of  Quebec's  provincial  government,  was  Maurice  Duplessis.  Though  in 
many  ways  he  stifled  reform  and  modernization  within  Quebec,  Duplessis  did 
believe  in  a  strong  provincial  government,  even  if  that  meant  a  weaker  Canada. 
To  Duplessis,  his  province,  not  his  country,  came  first.  It  was  during  his  years  in 
office  that  Quebec  began  to  achieve  a  strong  sense  of  its  own  identity.  The 
Quebecois  began  more  than  ever  to  resent  outside  interference  in  Quebec  by 
Canada's  anglophone  majority. 

In  his  attempts  to  build  up  Quebec  economically,  however,  Duplessis  encouraged 
American  investment  in  the  province.  The  result  was  even  more  anglophone 
ownership  of  business  than  before,  something  the  people  of  Quebec  were 
resenting  more  and  more. 


My  father  grew  up  in  Quebec.  He 
says  that  if  you  saw  a  man  digging 
a  ditch,  you  assumed  he  was 
French;  if  you  saw  the  president  of 
a  big  corporation,  you  assumed  he 
was  English.  No  wonder  there 
was  so  much  resentment  amongst 
Quebecois. 


Quiet  Revolution:  a  term  used 
to  express  the  period  of 
modernization  that  Quebec  went 
through  during  the  years  of  the 
Lesage  government 


The  Quiet  Revolution 

It  was  during  the  Duplessis  years  that  a  strong  sense  of  provincial  identity 
developed  in  Quebec.  The  new,  modem,  aware  French-Canadians  saw 
themselves  as  a  minority  within  Canada,  and  second-class  citizens  within  their 
own  province  -  a  province  that  had  been  French-speaking  for  over  three  hundred 
years.  Such  feelings  were  actively  suppressed  during  the  Duplessis  years,  but  all 
that  changed  in  1960  when  Jean  Lesage  became  premier. 
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NAC  22859    Jean  Lesage 


Lesage's  period  in  office  (1960-1966)  is  often  called  the 
Quiet  Revolution.  It  was  quiet  because  there  was  no 
violence;  it  was  a  revolution  because  of  the  tremendous 
changes  that  occurred  in  Quebec. 

The  expression  maitres  chez  nous  -  masters  in  our  own 
house  -  was  the  slogan  of  the  day.  Lesage  wanted  French 
Quebeckers  to  regain  control  of  their  own  province.  To  get  such  control  Lesage 
felt  that  Quebec  must  be  treated  differently  from  other  provinces  -  that  is,  it  must 
be  given  a  special  status  (or  position)  within  Canada.  Lesage  felt  such  a  special 
status  was  necessary  to  preserve  the  French  culture,  and  to  ensure  that  French- 
Canadians  in  Quebec  got  a  fair  shake  within  Canada. 
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Lesage  pointed  out  such  inequalities  as  these: 

•  Due  to  poor  health  care  in  Quebec,  infant  mortality  rates  were  fifty  percent 
higher  in  Quebec  than  in  the  rest  of  Canada. 

•  The  wages  in  Quebec  were  below  the  national  average. 

•  Unemployment  rates  in  Quebec  were  chronically  high. 

•  An  unusually  high  percentage  of  low-paying  jobs  in  Quebec  were  held  by 
francophones,  while  anglophones  controlled  big  business. 

3.   Put  a  T  or  F  in  the  blank  to  the  left  of  each  statement  below  to  indicate  if  it  is 
true  (T)  or  false  (F). 

  a.    Maurice  Duplessis  encouraged  U.S.  investment  in  Quebec. 

  b.   The  First  World  War  tended  to  unite  the  English  and  French 

in  Canada. 

  c.    The  British  tried  to  snuff  out  the  French  culture  in  Quebec 

after  the  Seven  Years'  War. 

  d.   The  French-Canadians  remaining  in  Quebec  after  1763  were 

generally  poor,  uneducated  peasants. 

  e.   Maitres  chez  nous  was  the  slogan  of  Duplessis'  government. 

  f.    Jean  Lesage  tried  to  hold  back  the  modernization  of  Quebec. 

  g.   The  Quiet  Revolution  occurred  during  the  1960s. 

  h.   Big  business  has  tended  to  be  in  English  hands  in  Quebec 

since  1763. 

  i.    At  the  time  of  Confederation,  Quebec  had  serious  fears  of 

being  overwhelmed  by  Canada's  English-speaking  majority. 

  j.    The  Quiet  Revolution  was  a  period  during  which  Quebec 

began  to  demand  more  control  over  its  own  affairs. 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  3:  Activity  5. 
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Maitres  chez  nous:  French 
phrase  meaning  "masters  in  our 
own  house  " 


Moi,je  suis  separatiste:  French 
phrase  meaning  "I  am  a 
separatist" 


Je  me  souviens:  French  phrase 
mecming  "I  remember"  (this 
refers  to  not  forgetting  the 
grudges  against  the  English) 


FLQ  (Front  de  Liberation  du 
Quebec):  a  Quebec  separatist 
group,  active  especially  in  the 
late  '6()s  unti  early  '7()s,  that 
used  terrorism  as  a  lactic 
The  1970  kidnappings  became 
known  as  the  FLQ  crisis,  or  the 
October  crisis. 
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Violence  and  Separatism 

The  Quiet  Revolution  didn't  stay  quiet.  Newly  awakened  to  Quebec's  problems 
within  Confederation,  many  Quebecois  become  fearful,  as  well,  that  the  French 
culture  in  Quebec  would  be  destroyed  from  within.  A  decreasing  birthrate, 
coupled  with  an  increasing  desire  on  the  part  of  inmiigrants  to  Quebec  to  learn 
English  rather  than  French,  caused  people  to  fear  for  the  future  of  French  in 
Quebec.  Convinced  that  English  Canada  would  do  nothing  to  stop  such  an 
eventuality,  some  Quebecois  turned  to  separatism.  Only  an  independent  Quebec, 
they  said,  could  pass  the  laws  that  would  be  necessary  to  preserve  their  culture. 


Maitres  chez  nous 


Moi,  je  suis  separatiste! 


Je  me  souviens 


Just  as  there  are  groups  in  Western  Canada  advocating  separatism,  such  groups 
developed  in  Quebec  in  the  '60s.  Some  of  them  turned  to  violence  to  achieve 
their  ends.  The  most  famous  of  these  groups  was  the  FLQ  -  the  Front  de 
Liberation  du  Quebec.  This  group  began  bombing  armories,  railway  stations, 
and  government  buildings.  Its  leaders  trained  in  guerilla  warfare  tactics  in  Cuba. 
Soon  bombs  were  planted  in  mailboxes  in  Westmount  -  Montreal's  wealthiest 
anglophone  neighbourhood;  and  in  1970,  James  Cross,  the  British  Trade 
Commissioner,  and  Pierre  Laporte,  the  provincial  labour  minister,  were 
kidnapped.  Laporte  was  killed;  Cross  released. 
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Obviously  this  was  a  very  turbulent  time  in  Quebec,  and  English  Canada  was 
shocked  at  the  outburst  of  pent-up  anger  in  the  province.  Clearly  the  Quebec 
problem  had  to  be  solved,  but  how? 


NAC  5306    Separatists  demonstrate  in  Montreal  in  1967. 


4.  The  FLQ  used  violence  and  terrorism  as  a  means  of  achieving  its  goal  of  an 
independent  Quebec.  Do  you  think  that  violence  is  ever  justified  in  the 
attempt  to  attain  a  desirable  end  result?  Explain  in  your  answer  why  you  feel 
the  way  you  do. 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  3:  Activity  5. 
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One  solution  to  the  Quebec  problem  was  simply  for  Quebec  to  separate  from 
Canada.  Another  solution  was  to  make  Quebec  feel  more  at  home  in  Canada  by 
promoting  bilingualism  and  multiculturalism  across  the  country  under  a  strong 
central  government. 

The  champion  that  emerged  for  the  first  solution  was  Rene  Levesque;  the 
champion  for  the  second,  Pierre  Trudeau. 
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Parti  Quebecois:  a  separatist 
political  party  in  Quebec  in 
power  from  1976  to  1985 


Sovereignty-association:  the 
term  used  by  the  Parti  Quebecois 
at  the  time  of  the  Quebec 
referendum  to  describe  its  plan 
for  a  Quebec  independent  from, 
but  connected  to,  Canada 
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Trudeau  Versus  Levesque 

Pierre  Trudeau  was  prime  minister  of  Canada  from  1968  to  1979  and  again  from 
1980  to  1984.  Rene  Levesque  was  premier  of  Quebec  from  1976  to  1985.  The 
contest  between  these  two  men  and  their  opposing  visions  of  Canada  has  had  a 
tremendous  impact  on  the  shaping  of  Canada  over  the  last  decades. 

Levesque  was  a  separatist,  but  not  a  violent  one  like  those  in  the  FLQ.  Rather, 
Levesque  wanted  to  gain  political  power  in  Quebec,  then  work  out  with  the 
central  government  a  plan  by  which  Quebec  could  leave  Canada. 

Levesque  formed  the  Parti  Quebecois,  a  separatist  party  much  like  the  West's 
Western  Independence  Party.  In  an  election  in  1976  the  Parti  Quebecois  came  to 
power  in  Quebec.  It  seemed  that  Canada  was  about  to  split  in  two. 

But  Levesque  didn't  move  to  separate  Quebec  at  once.  In  1977  his  government 
passed  Bill  101,  making  French  the  only  official  language.  The  anglophone 
minority  in  Quebec  would  have  to  use  French  in  business,  in  government,  and  in 
the  courts.  Such  a  law  was  necessary,  felt  Levesque,  to  keep  French  from  being 
overwhelmed  as  Quebec's  language  of  business. 


This  doesn't  seem  fair  to  tine 
English  in  Quebec. 


But  don't  the  French  in  other 
provinces  have  to  use  English 
in  business  and  legal  matters? 


Next  Levesque  came  up  with  a  plan  whereby  Quebec  could  become  an 
independent  nation,  but  retain  some  connection  with  Canada.  He  called  such  a 
scheme  sovereignty-association.  For  example,  Quebec  would  have  its  own  flag 
and  seat  in  the  United  Nations.  It  would  control  all  laws  over  language, 
immigration,  human  rights,  and  culture.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Canadian  dollar 
would  remain  the  currency  in  Quebec,  and  there  would  be  free  movement  of 
people  and  goods  between  the  two  nations. 
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On  May  20,  1980,  Quebec  had  a  referendum.  That  means  that  each  Quebecker 
had  a  chance  to  vote  yes  or  no  to  a  question.  This  was  the  question: 

Do  you  agree  to  give  the  government  of  Quebec  the  mandate  [the 
authority]  to  negotiate  the  proposed  agreement  [sovereignty-association] 
between  Quebec  and  Canada? 

Surprisingly,  sixty  percent  of  Quebeckers  voted  "no".  They  had  voted  a 
separatist  party  into  office,  but  four  years  later  decided  against  sovereignty- 
association. 

Rene  Levesque's  vision  of  Canada  was  one  whereby  two  independent  nations 
would  be  loosely  connected.  This  was  an  extreme  version  of  the  vision  of  the 
country  held  by  many  Canadians.  They  wanted  to  see  strong  provinces  loosely 
joined  and  governed  by  a  relatively  weak  central  government.  Canada's 
diversity,  such  people  said,  made  such  an  arrangement  desirable. 

By  contrast,  Pierre  Trudeau's  vision  of  Canada  was  one  of  a  strong  central 
government  controlling  relatively  weak  provinces.  Keeping  Quebec  in 
confederation  was  his  chief  concern,  but  he  was  opposed  to  giving  Quebec  any 
special  status  or  privileges;  Quebec  was  to  be  a  province  like  any  other. 


NAC       Whom  did  French-Canadians  ultimately  support? 
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Trudeau  believed  that  rather  than  having  a  French  Quebec  and  an  English 
Canada,  bilingualism  should  be  encouraged  throughout  the  country.  The 
language  rights  of  Quebec's  anglophones  should  be  guaranteed,  as  should  those 
of  the  francophones  outside  Quebec.  Trudeau' s  Official  Languages  Act  1969 
was  a  move  in  this  direction.  (You'll  look  at  this  Act  in  Module  3.)  While 
Levesque  thought  only  a  strong,  independent  Quebec  could  protect  the  French 
language  and  culture  within  Quebec,  Trudeau  felt  that  only  a  strong  Canadian 
government  could  protect  language  rights  throughout  Canada. 


Strong  Central  Government 


Weak  Central  Government 
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5.  Beside  each  of  the  following  terms,  put  an  L  if  it  would  have  been  supported 
by  Rene  Levesque,  or  a  T  if  it  would  have  been  supported  by  Pierre  Trudeau. 


a.  sovereignty-association 

b.  Official  Languages  Act 

c.  strong  central  government 

d.  strong  provincial  government 

e.  separatism 

f.  French  as  Quebec's  official  language 


6.  As  a  review  of  this  key  period,  fill  in  the  following  chart  about  Trudeau  and 
Levesque. 


Comparing  Levesque  and  Trudeau 


Comparison 

Levesque 

Trudeau 

Period  in  power 

Position  held 

Ideas 
about 
Quebec 

Ideas 
about 
Canada 

w 

C 

w 

C 

c 
c 

c 

c 
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Meech  Lake  Accord:  an 

agreement  between  the  prime 
minister  and  ten  premiers  in 
1987  that  increased  provincial 
powers  and  recognized  Quebec 
as  a  distinct  society  within 
Canada 

It  was  rejected  in  1990. 


This  is  a  simplification,  for  other 
issues  were  also  involved. 
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7.  Describe  in  your  own  words  the  term  "sovereignty-association. 


Imagine  that  you  were  a  Quebec  francophone,  a  Quebecois,  on 

May  20,  1980.  Would  you  have  voted  "yes"  or  "no"  to  the  referendum 

question?  Explain  your  answer. 


Meech  Lake  and  Beyond 

In  1987,  Prime  Minister  Brian  Mulroney  and  the  ten  provincial  premiers  met  at  a 
resort  called  Meech  Lake  and  came  to  an  important  agreement  -  the  Meech  Lake 
Accord.  Quebec  agreed  to  sign  the  new  Constitution  of  Canada,  providing  that 
the  other  provinces  agreed  to  recognize  Quebec  as  a  distinct  society  within 
Canada. 

After  three  years  of  intensive  debate,  on  June  22,  1990,  the  Meech  Lake  Accord 
was  scrapped  -  the  provinces  of  Newfoundland  and  Manitoba  refused  to  accept 
the  distinct  society  clause.  Once  again,  Canadians  of  both  French  and  English 
Canada  were  angry,  confused,  and  apparently  disunited. 

There  was  dismay  that  the  Accord  had  failed  but  the  effort  did  not  stop.  The 
work  continued  as  studies  and  national  forums  were  undertaken.  In  September 
1991,  the  discussion  was  focussed  by  a  proposal  brought  forward  by  the  federal 
government. 
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The  government  presented  a  28-point  national  unity  package.  This  document  had 
proposals  for  recognizing  Quebec  as  a  "distinct  society",  self-government  for 
aboriginal  people,  reforms  to  the  Senate,  greater  economic  cooperation,  and  a 
new  balance  of  federal-provincial  powers. 

In  the  following  months  there  was  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  constitutional 
matters.  This  involved  citizen  discussion,  media  debate,  intergovernmental 
meetings,  and  national  conferences.  In  the  fall  of  1992  an  agreement  was 
reached  on  proposals  for  constitutional  reform  and  a  national  vote  (known  as  the 
constitutional  referendum)  was  scheduled  for  October.  The  constitutional 
changes  were  soundly  rejected  by  Canadians  in  the  vote. 


Follow-up  Activities 

If  you  had  difficulties  understanding  the  concepts  in  the  activities,  it  is 
recommended  that  you  do  the  Extra  Help.  If  you  have  a  clear  understanding  of 
the  concepts,  it  is  recommended  that  you  do  the  Enrichment. 


Extra  Help 

There  are  two  parts  to  this  activity  -  a  multiple-choice  section  and  an  opinion 
section. 

Multiple  Choice  Section 

In  the  spaces  provided,  fill  in  the  letter  of  the  response  that  best  completes  each 
statement. 


1 .    Quebec' s  Quiet  Revolution  occurred  in  the 

A.  1940s 

B.  1950s 

C.  1960s 

D.  1970s 


2.   The  West  has  trouble  getting  what  it  wants  from  the  central 
government  chiefly  because 

A.  its  population  is  relatively  small 

B.  central  Canadians  have  anti-western  prejudices 

C.  historically  the  West  developed  late 

D.  the  West  is  geographically  so  far  from  the  centre  of  power 
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3.  Quebec's  separatist  premier  was 

A.  Pierre  Trudeau 

B.  Jean  Lesage 

C.  Maurice  Duplessis 

D.  Rene  Levesque 

4.  The  person  most  responsible  for  Canada's  current  emphasis  on 
bihngualism  was 

A.  Pierre  Trudeau 

B.  Jean  Lesage 

C.  Maurice  Duplessis 

D.  Rene  Levesque 

5.  The  part  of  Canada  where  people  would  least  likely  feel 
alienated  within  their  own  country  is 

A.  southern  Ontario 

B.  Saskatchewan 

C.  Newfoundland 

D.  Quebec 

6.  The  Quebec  referendum  was  held  in 

A.  1969 

B.  1977 

C.  1980 

D.  1985 

7.  The  term  sovereignty-association  is  most  closely  linked  to  the 

A.  Western  Independence  Party 

B.  Parti  Quebecois 

C.  Quiet  Revolution 

D.  Duplessis  era  in  Quebec 

8.  Maitres  chez  nous  reflected  the  desire  of  French  Quebeckers  to 

A.  strengthen  Quebec's  position  within  Canada 

B.  gain  control  of  their  own  province 

C.  increase  the  level  of  bilingualism  throughout  Canada 

D.  achieve  a  special  status  for  Quebec 
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9.   Something  that  would  likely  anger  an  Albertan  separatist  is 

A.  increased  control  for  the  provinces  over  provincial  resources 
like  oil  and  gas 

B.  enforced  bilingualism  throughout  Canada 

C.  the  separation  of  Quebec  from  Canada 

D.  free  trade  with  the  United  States  (i.e.,  the  ending  of  tariffs  on 
goods  crossing  the  border) 

10.  TheFLQwas 

A.  the  separatist  political  party  headed  by  Rene  Levesque 

B.  the  party  of  Jean  Lesage 

C.  an  early  western  separatist  party 

D.  a  terrorist  group  that  wanted  Quebec  to  separate 


Opinion  Section 

The  following  are  statements  of  alienation  expressed  by  Canadians.  In  the  space 
provided,  put  W  if  the  statement  is  true  of  Western  alienation,  Q  if  it  is  true  of 
Quebec  alienation,  or  B  if  both  would  agree. 


1.  Central  Canada  uses  us  for  their  own  advantage. 

2.  The  federal  government  should  stop  meddling  in  our  affairs. 


3.  The  rest  of  Canada  has  ignored  our  unique  language  and 
culture  since  Confederation. 

4.  Provincial  governments  need  to  have  more  powers. 

5.  Our  relatively  small  population  gets  ignored  at  election  time. 

6.  The  federal  government's  economic  policies  don't  take  our 
needs  into  account. 

7.  English  Canada  has  tried  to  both  dominate  us  and  ignore  our 
needs. 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  3:  Extra  Help. 
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Enrichment 

Do  either  Part  A  or  Part  B.  Part  A  involves  a  video  and  part  B  is  a  print 
alternative.  If  you  have  access  to  the  video  Postcards  from  Canada,  in  the 
ACCESS  Network  CANADA  series,  do  Part  A.  If  not  you  may  do  Part  B. 

Part  A 

This  section  has  looked  at  differences  that  divide  Canadians.  It  has  given 
attention  to  the  regional  movements  that  have  deeply  divided  the  country  at 
times.  The  video  Postcards  from  Canada  illustrates  some  of  the  ways  the  major 
regions  are  unique  and  it  is  also  somewhat  of  an  antidote  for  some  of  the  feelings 
of  isolation  Canadians  experience.  Perhaps  you,  yourself,  have  had  negative 
emotions  about  other  Canadians. 

The  video  presents  a  series  of  brief,  specific  images  of  the  regions  of  Canada.  In 
some  ways  they  are  personal  views.  Each  is  a  statement  by  a  young  person 
giving  ideas  of  what  is  important  to  them  and  what  they  enjoy  in  the  areas  where 
they  live.  Inevitably,  the  scenes  will  remind  you  of  the  images  you  have  of 
Canada  and  your  sense  of  what  Canadians  are.  Bear  them  in  mind  in  responding 
to  these  questions. 

1.  All  of  the  scenes  are  pleasant  and  indicate  that  all  regions  have  particular 
advantages.  Do  some  of  the  places  shown  seem  more  enjoyable  places  to 
live  than  where  you  do?  Why? 


2.   Are  the  images  presented  fairly  close  to  how  you  imagine  or  know  the 

regions?  If  some  are  not  the  same  as  yours,  what  are  the  differences?  What 
are  some  similarities  you  noticed? 
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Some  of  the  young  people  probably  live  much  like  you  do.  Which  have  the 
most  similar  lifestyles?  Which  are  most  different? 


This  section  of  the  module  has  discussed  divisions  that  cause  tensions  in 
Canada.  The  video  shows  that  there  are  differences  in  the  way  Canadians 
live  across  the  country. 

a.    Is  Canada  richer  or  poorer  for  this  diversity? 


b.   Did  you  see  any  regions  where  you  didn't  like  the  people  or  would  have 
problems  accepting  them?  Give  reasons  for  your  answer. 


C 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  3:  Enrichment. 


Parts 

Which  do  you  favour,  strong  provincial  rights  or  a  strong  federal  government  in 
Ottawa?  Even  though  authority  seems  to  be  clearly  defined  there  may  be  conflict 
between  the  central  government  and  the  provinces  in  many  areas.  Alberta  has 
had  disagreements  with  the  federal  government  over  control  of  natural  resources. 

Provinces  have  the  right  to  control  their  own  resources  but  there  can  be  disputes 
involving  energy  -  forestry,  and  damming  rivers  for  power  and  irrigation,  for 
example.  Provinces  have  the  right  to  determine  what  developments  can  occur 
but  the  federal  government  has  responsibility  for  the  environment. 
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In  Alberta,  pulp  mills  that  are  polluting  rivers  can  be  shut  down  by  the  federal 
government.  The  central  government  can  disallow  the  building  of  dams  on  rivers 
where  there  may  be  ecological  damage  or  problems  for  areas  downstream. 


Energy  is  an  interesting  question,  also,  in  regard  to  provincial  and  federal 
authority.  In  the  1970s  oil  prices  were  rising  rapidly.  As  Canada's  major  oil  and 
gas  producer,  Alberta  was  very  happy  with  this  situation.  However,  Ottawa 
wanted  to  protect  the  rest  of  the  country  from  high  energy  costs  so  it  set  limits  on 
the  prices  of  oil  and  gas  to  the  rest  of  the  country.  In  1980  it  set  up  the  National 
Energy  Policy  (NEP)  which  regulated  oil  and  gas  more  completely  and  it  created 
Petro-Canada,  a  government-owned  oil  company.  This  was  done  by  the  Liberals 
when  they  were  in  power. 


Do  you  support  Canadian-owned  energy  companies?  WESTFILE  INC. 
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Petro-Canada  was  in  competition  with  multinational  energy  companies  operating 
in  Alberta  who  believed  the  government-owned  company  had  special  advantages 
in  getting  driUing  leases  and  capital.  The  federal  government  thought  Petro- 
Canada  would  be  a  window  on  the  industry  to  determine  if  energy  prices  were 
reasonable  and  would  also  be  a  company  that  would  give  profits  to  Canada  and 
not  to  other  countries.  The  Progressive  Conservatives  were  against  businesses 
being  owned  by  the  government  and  sold  part  of  Petro-Canada  to  private 
investors  when  they  came  to  power. 

In  respect  to  the  federal  policy  of  regulating  (Albertans  believed  interfering  with) 
the  energy  industry,  here  are  some  of  the  arguments  presented  by  the  two  sides, 
from  a  legal  viewpoint: 

•  Alberta 


Legally,  Alberta's  position  is  clear.  The  Constitution,  in  Section  109, 
guarantees  the  provinces  ownership  of  their  natural  resources. 
Alberta  owns  the  resources  that  it  brought  into  Canada  when  Alberta 
became  part  of  this  country  in  1905. 

Ownership  clearly  means  the  power  to  sell  or  not  to  sell  a  resource 
and  to  determine  how  much  will  be  sold  and  at  what  price. 

Alberta  owns  its  oil  and  gas.  It  cannot  be  forced  by  the  central 
government  to  sell  it  off  at  bargain-basement  prices.  If  Ottawa  could 
do  this,  it  would  be  to  steal  from  Alberta.  It  would  devastate  Alberta's 
economy.  It  would  be  to  sacrifice  Alberta  for  the  interests  of  Central 
Canada. 


The  Federal  Government 


Legally  the  central  governmenf  s  position  is  equally  sound.  The 
central  government  controls  trade  and  commerce  amongst 
provinces.  Any  sale  of  goods  between  provinces  or  between 
Canada  and  another  country  comes  under  Ottawa's  control.  This 
means  the  central  government  can  control  prices  and  amounts  of 
goods  sold.  It  can  also  impose  taxes  on  goods  sold. 

It  is  unfair  to  all  Canadians  outside  of  Alberta  to  have  to  pay 
excessive  prices  for  Canadian  oil  and  gas.  The  central  government 
must  take  control  of  Canada's  energy  resources  for  the  benefit  of 
Canadians. 
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What  are  your  conclusions  on  the  issue?  Should  the  provinces  or  should  the 
federal  government  have  greater  authority  in  the  natural  resources  area?  Explain 
the  reasons  for  your  decision. 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  3:  Enrichment. 
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Conclusion 

In  Section  3  you  have  taken  a  look  at  the  extreme  consequences  of  Canada's 
regional  disparity.  You  have  seen  that  there  are  forces  at  work  in  Canada 
threatening  to  break  up  the  country.  In  the  final  section  of  Module  1  you  will 
turn  to  something  more  positive:  the  techniques  Canada  has  developed  to  combat 
such  forces  and  to  preserve  the  country  as  whole  and  united. 


What  factors  contribute  to  Canadian  unity?  PHOTO  SEARCH  LTD. 


ASSIGNMENT 


Assignment 
Booklet 


Turn  to  your  Assignment  Booklet  and  do  the  assignment  for  this  section. 
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Federalism  and 
Equalization 
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WESTFILE  INC. 


In  the  previous  sections  of  this  module  you  have  concentrated  on  some  of  the 
problems  resulting  from  Canada's  diversity  -  problems  like  disparity,  alienation, 
and  separatism.  Is  there  anything  that  can  be  or  is  being  done  to  try  to  deal  with 
these  issues? 

In  this  section,  you  will  examine  the  methods  that  Canada  uses  to  try  to  deal  with 
and  ease  these  problems. 
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Activity  1:  Political  Methods  of  Dealing  with 
Regional  Differences 

What  makes  a  family  strong?  What  makes  a  family  happy?  Think  of  your  own 
family. 


Does  a  family  work 
best  if  each 
individual  member 
does  whatever  he  or 
she  wants, 
regardless  of  the 
good  of  the  whole 
family?  By 
contrast,  does  it 
work  best  if  one 
parent  rules  with 
such  an  iron  hand 
that  no  one  else  can 
express  a  viewpoint 
or  strive  to  achieve 
some  personal  goal? 


Is  there  harmony  in  your  household  when  it  comes  time  to  choose  a  TV 
program? 


If  you  have  a  real  understanding  of  family  life,  you'll  probably  say  that  a  family 
works  best  when  it  lies  somewhere  between  these  extremes.  There  should  be  one 
parent  -  or  two  parents  working  as  a  team  -  who  have  overall  control,  but 
individuals  should  be  given  freedom  to  develop  their  own  personalities  and 
pursue  their  own  goals.  A  family  works  best  where  there  is  mutual  respect  -  and 
when  there  is  a  spirit  of  fairness  and  sharing.  Members  of  a  family  should  have  a 
sense  of  their  own  individuality  and  a  sense  of  belonging  to  a  family  unit. 

A  country  is  much  like  a  family  or  neighbourhood.  Canada  has  remained  a 
strong,  dynamic  country  by  striving  to  recognize  the  differences  between  its 
regions  while  not  fragmenting  into  a  number  of  small  separate  nations.  Like  a 
healthy  family  or  community,  Canada  has  become  what  it  is  not  by  stifling  its 
diversity,  but  by  letting  it  flourish  within  bounds.  Some  think  it  should  flourish 
more,  some  less,  but  this  very  difference  of  viewpoint  is  part  of  Canada's 
dynamic  strength. 
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1.   Comparing  Canada  to  a  family  or  neighbourhood  is  called  an  analogy  (a 
comparison),  in  which  one  thing  is  used  to  represent  another.  See  if  you  can 
recognize  the  parts  of  the  analogy. 

Beside  each  family  or  neighbourhood  member  or  item  given,  write  the  name 
of  its  counterpart  in  Canada.  The  first  is  done  for  you. 


•  head  of  the  family 

•  mayor  and  city  council 

•  members  of  the  family 

•  family  meeting 

•  community  meeting 

•  one  member  of  the 
family  feels  left  out 

•  family  breakup 

•  the  community  solves 
differences 


prime  minister  or  the  Queen 


•  parent's  anniversary 
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a.    Do  you  think  this  community  illustrates  the  qualities  of  a  strong  family  ^ 
or  country?  Explain  why.  ^ 

  c 

c 

  c 

  c 

c 

  c 

c. 
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A  country,  just  as  a  family  or  neighbourhood,  works  best  when  the 
following  quaUties  are  present: 

•  everyone  works  as  a  team 

•  all  have  the  freedom  to  pursue  their  own  wishes 

•  there  is  a  spirit  of  sharing 

•  there  is  a  sense  of  belonging  and  pride 

•  diversity  can  flourish  within  bounds 

•  respect  for  others  is  exhibited 

Find  at  least  ten  examples  of  these  qualities  in  the  illustrated 
neighbourhood.  One  example  has  been  given. 

houses  are  different  styles  -  shows  diversity 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  4:  Activity  1. 
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Federalism 


Federal:  government  system 
having  a  central  authority  (for 
example,  Ottawa)  and  a  number  of 
smaller  units  (for  example,  states  or 
provinces) 


Canada  has  a  federal  government  structure.  That  means  simply  that  there  is  one 
central  government,  the  federal  government  in  Ottawa,  that  governs  the  country 
as  a  whole,  and  a  number  of  provincial  governments  that  govern  the  separate 
provinces.  You'll  be  examining  this  system  in  more  detail  in  later  modules,  but 
now  it's  important  to  have  some  idea  of  how  it  works. 


It  sounds  very  complicated  to  me. 
Why  should  we  have  so  many 
governments  in  one  country? 


Can  you  answer  that  question?  Actually  there  are  two  basic  reasons  for  the 
Fathers  of  Confederation  to  have  decided  on  a  federal  system: 


•  One  is  geographic.  Canada  is  so  vast  and  so  varied  that  a  separate 
government  for  looking  after  the  specific  needs  of  each  province  makes 
good  sense. 
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and  still  is  today. 
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•  The  other  reason  is  historical.  The  four  colonies  who  first  got  together  in 
1 867  and  created  Canada  were  afraid  to  give  up  all  their  control  over  local 
matters.  (You've  seen  how  Quebec  relied  on  its  provincial  government  to 
protect  the  French  culture.) 

The  Fathers  of  Confederation  were  the  men  from  the  four  founding  colonies  of 
Canada  who  worked  out  the  deal  that  created  this  country.  Can  you  see  the 
problem  they  had  in  deciding  on  a  federal  system?  Who  would  get  power  over 
what?  For  example,  who  would  control  education  in  Canada  -  each  province  or 
the  federal  government?  And  who  would  have  the  most  power? 


British  North  America  Act 
(BNA  Act):  a  British  Act  of 
Parliament  passed  in  1867  that 
created  the  Donii)iion  of  Canada 


The  Fathers  of  Confederation  decided  to  give  the  federal  government  control  of 
things  that  affected  the  country  as  a  whole,  for  example,  defence  and  the  postal 
service.  The  provinces  would  control  matters  that  related  more  to  each 
individual  province,  for  example,  education,  hospitals,  and  municipal  (town) 
governments.  But  ultimately  it  was  the  federal  government  that  was  to  have  the 
greater  power.  The  Fathers  of  Confederation  wanted  a  strong,  united  country. 

When  the  British  North  America  Act,  the  act  that  created  Canada,  was  passed 
by  the  British  government  in  1867,  it  stipulated  that  any  power  not  mentioned 
within  the  act  would  go  to  the  federal  government,  which  had  the  right .  .  .  to 

make  laws  for  the  peace,  order,  and  good  government  of  Canada. 
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Centralists:  those  who  believe 
in  a  strong  central  government 
and  comparatively  weak 
provinces;  federalist 


John  A.  Macdonald  discusses  Confederation. 

This  is  still  rather  vague,  however.  In  the  years  since  1867  no  real  agreement  has 
been  reached  on  whether  the  provinces  or  the  federal  government  should  be  most 
powerful.  Those  who  want  a  strong  central  government  are  called  centralists. 
Opposed  to  them  are  those  favouring  weak  central  control  and  strong  provincial 
rights. 

3.   Peter  Lougheed  was  one  Alberta  premier  who  fought  for  his  province's  right 
to  control  its  energy  resources.  Would  he  be  considered  a  centralist  or  not? 
Defend  your  answer. 


4.   You've  read  about  the  conflicting  visions  of  Canada  held  by  Pierre  Trudeau 
and  Rene  Levesque.  Which  of  these  men  was  a  centralist? 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  4:  Activity  1. 
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It  seems  to  me  that 
federalism  has  created  as 
many  problems  as  it  has 
solved. 


Fortunately,  though,  there  are  a  number 
of  steps  that  have  been  and  are  being 
taken  to  try  to  relieve  some  of  the 
rivalry  between  the  federal  government, 
on  the  one  hand,  and  the  provincial 
governments  on  the  other.  You  will 
now  read  about  the  first  of  them. 


First  Ministers '  Conferences: 

meetings  in  which  the  prime 
minister  and  the  premiers 
discuss  matters  of  mutual 
concern 

Prime  minister:  the  name  given 
to  the  leader  of  the  federal 
governing  party 

Premier:  the  name  given  to  the 
leader  of  the  governing  party  in 
a  province 

Why  would  there  be  eleven  first 
ministers? 


First  Ministers'  Conferences 

Canada's  first  ministers  are  the  leaders  of  the  governing  parties  in  the  provincial 
and  federal  governments.  At  the  federal  level  such  a  person  is  called  the  prime 
minister  while  at  the  provincial  level  one  usually  uses  the  word  premier. 

One  method  that  has  achieved  some  success  in  resolving  the  disputes  between 
provinces  and  the  federal  government  is  the  practice  of  bringing  Canada's  eleven 
first  ministers  together  from  time  to  time  to  present  provincial  concerns  and  to  try 
to  sort  out  mutual  problems.  Sometimes  such  conferences  achieve  positive 
results;  sometimes  they  end  in  a  deadlock  and  frustration.  The  premiers  often  use 
this  forum  to  argue  for  more  provincial  power. 

There  are  critics  and  proponents  of  the  First  Ministers'  Conferences.  Look  at  the 
following  chart  which  outlines  some  of  the  major  pros  and  cons  of  the  high-level 
meetings. 
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First  Ministers'  Conferences 

Pros 

Cons 

•  keeps  lines  of  communication 
open 

•  allows  the  first  ministers  to  get 
issues  settled  in  an  effective 
manner 

•  increases  regional  tensions 

•  allows  unhappy  provinces  a  public 
forum  to  do  some  fed  bashing - 
that  is,  criticize  the  federal 
government 

•  is  a  showmanship  event 

5.  a.    Who  are  the  first  ministers? 


b.   What  positions  in  general  do  the  ministers  take  at  these  conferences? 


^    Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  4:  Activity  1. 


The  Constitution  Act 

Another  way  that  Canada  has  tried  to  solve  the  problem  of  regional  differences 
and  federalism  is  by  changing  the  constitution. 

Constitution:  the  set  of  laws  A  couutry's  Constitution  is  its  fundamental  set  of  laws.  The  Constitution  of  the 

according  to  which  a  country  is  United  Statcs  was  drawn  up  and  set  down  in  one  document  when  the  Thirteen 

Colonies  revolted  against  Great  Britain  in  1775  and  formed  their  own  country 
(1776).  By  contrast,  Canada's  constitution  is  partly  written  down  and  pardy 
unwritten.  The  unwritten  part  consists  of  all  the  laws  and  court  decisions  that 
evolved  over  the  centuries  of  British  history.  The  written  part  was  the  British  act 
of  Parliament  of  1 867  known  as  the  British  North  America  Act,  or  the  BNA  Act. 
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Amending  formula:  the  plan 
that  explains  how  changes  are  to 
be  made  to  the  Canadian 
Constitution 
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The  problem  with  the  BNA  Act,  however,  was  that  it  was  an  act  of  the  British 
government.  If  Canada  wanted  to  change  it,  Canada  would  have  to  ask  the 
British  Parliament  to  do  it,  a  rather  clumsy  and  embarrassing  situation. 

Prime  Minister  Trudeau  wanted  to  patriate  the  Constitution  (that  is,  bring  it  to 
Canada,  to  be  under  Canadian  control).  He  also  wanted  to  change  it  to  entrench 
bilingualism  in  the  document,  along  with  equality  rights. 

The  British  government  was  willing  to  hand  the  constitution  over,  but  first  the 
Canadian  government  and  the  provincial  governments  had  to  decide  how  to  do  it; 
and  above  all,  how  to  change  it  once  it  was  here.  The  premiers,  for  example, 
didn't  want  to  hand  over  to  the  federal  government  the  right  to  change  the 
governmental  structure  of  Canada  without  their  permission.  The  set  of  rules 
governing  how  changes  would  be  made  is  called  the  amending  formula. 


It  sounds  very  complicated  to 
me.  If  all  eleven  governments 
have  to  agree  on  a  change, 
you'd  never  get  any  action. 


I  agree.  Maybe  we  should 
have  left  the  Constitution  in 
England. 


To  add  to  the  complications,  Quebec  wanted  a  special  right  -  the  right  to  veto 
(refuse  to  accept)  any  changes  even  if  everyone  else  wanted  them.  This,  Premier 
Levesque  felt,  would  help  Quebec  protect  its  language  and  culture. 

When  the  first  ministers  couldn't  agree  on  all  these  issues,  the  Trudeau 
government  decided  to  act  unilaterally  (on  its  own).  This  threat  spurred  the 
premiers  into  action  and  eventually  all  but  Rene  Levesque  reached  an  agreement. 
Levesque  felt  that  once  again  English  Canada  had  ganged  up  on  Quebec. 
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Constitution  Act:  the  act  that 
gave  Canada  control  of  its  own 
constitution 


Canadian  Charter  of  Rights  and 
Freedoms:  part  of  the 
Constitution  Act  of  1982  that 
lists  the  fundamental  rights  and 
freedoms  of  Canadians 
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Discussions  at  the  constitutional  conference  of  November  1981  bring  agreement  by  nine 
premiers. 


In  1982  the  constitution  was  finally  brought  back  to  Canada  when  the 
Constitution  Act  was  passed.  In  the  process  there  were  additions  made  to  the 
old  BNA  Act,  including  the  Canadian  Charter  of  Rights  and  Freedoms.  In 
this  charter,  as  he  had  promised.  Prime  Minister  Trudeau  entrenched  the  right  of 
every  Canadian  citizen  to  use  English  or  French  in  dealing  with  the  federal 
government.  Section  16.  (1)  of  the  Charter  makes  English  and  French  Canada's 
official  languages. 

As  well,  the  Constitution  Act  gives  the  provinces  control  over  the  exploration, 
development,  and  management  of  their  natural  resources,  and  an  amending 
formula  was  worked  out  whereby  most  changes  to  the  Constitution  can  be  made 
only  if  the  federal  government  and  seven  provinces,  representing  fifty  percent  or 
more  of  Canada's  population,  agree.  Even  then  provisions  are  made  for 
provinces  to  opt  out  of  such  changes,  and  certain  changes  require  all  eleven 
governments  to  agree. 


6.   Why  is  Canada  said  to  have  a  written  and  an  unwritten  constitution? 
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Canada's  first  Constitution  was  called  the 


.  It  was 


passed  in 


(date)  and  was  an  Act  of  British  Parhament, 


since  the  colonies  belonged  to  Britain.  In 


(date)  Prime 


Minister 


patriated  (brought  home)  the  Constitution. 


He  added  to  it  the  Canadian  Charter  of 


and 


,  and  entrenched 


(the  right 


to  use  French  and  English). 

Changes  (amendments)  could  be  made  to  the  Constitution  only  if  the  federal 


of  the  Canadian  population,  agreed.  Only  the  province  of  

did  not  agree  to  the  Constitution  Act. 

Refer  to  the  chart  in  Section  1  that  gives  the  populations  of  Canada's 
provinces. 

a.    If  all  the  provinces  of  Canada  except  Quebec  and  Ontario  wished  to 
change  the  Constitution,  could  they? 


b.   Explain  why,  and  whether  or  not  you  think  this  is  fair. 


government  and 


of  the  provinces,  representing  at  least 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  4:  Activity  1 . 
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Many  provinces  felt  that  they, 
too,  should  be  recognized  as 
distinct  societies. 
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Rene  Levesque,  premier  of  Quebec,  never  signed  the  new  Constitution.  He  and 
Trudeau  simply  could  not  see  eye-to-eye  on  giving  Quebec  special  status. 

In  1987,  however,  a  tentative  (not  fully  worked  out)  agreement  was  reached 
between  all  eleven  governments  in  Canada  -  The  Meech  Lake  Accord.  This 
brought  Quebec  into  the  Constitution  and  gave  it  a  special  status.  Indeed, 
Quebec  was  recognized  as  a  distinct  society  within  Canada.  However,  the  Meech 
Lake  Accord  did  not  solve  Canada's  constitutional  bickering.  Although  Quebec 
agreed  to  sign  the  Constitution,  other  provinces  disagreed  with  the  distinct 
society  clause.  Other  provinces  wanted  even  greater  provincial  rights,  as  well  as 
an  elected  Senate. 


After  three  years  of  arguing,  on  June  22,  1990,  the  Meech  Lake  Accord  was  not 
given  approval.  At  this  point,  therefore,  Canada  has  a  constitution,  but  Quebec 
has  not  signed  it.  The  federal  government  is  trying  to  maintain  its  control,  but 
provincial  premiers  are  demanding  an  increasing  share  of  input  into  governing 
the  nation,  with  less  federal  interference. 


The  Constitutional  Referendum 


Native  leaders  demanded  the 
recognition  of  the  rights  of 
aboriginal  (native)  people  in  the 
Constitution. 


At  a  First  Ministers'  conference  held  in  August  1992,  the  ten  premiers  agreed 
unanimously  to  Senate  reform,  which  had  become  a  major  issue.  With  this 
accepted,  there  was  a  general  agreement  on  a  set  of  proposals  for  a  new 
constitution.  It  was  decided  to  have  all  Canadians  vote  on  whether  the  changes 
be  accepted  or  not.  Therefore,  a  national  vote  on  what  was  known  as  the 
constitutional  referendum  was  scheduled  for  October.  By  this  means  it  was  to  be 
determined  whether  the  majority  of  Canadians  agreed  with  the  package  of 
constitutional  changes  that  the  leaders  had  agreed  to,  including  Senate  reform. 


All  of  the  major  federal  political  parties  supported  the  agreement  and 
campaigned  for  its  acceptance.  So  did  all  the  provincial  leaders  and  most 
provincial  politicians.  There  was  considerable  resistance,  however,  from  a  large 
number  of  citizen  groups,  and  polls  began  to  show  that  the  referendum  would  be 
defeated,  as  the  day  of  voting  approached.  This  indeed  was  what  happened. 
There  was  a  high  turnout  of  voters  and  about  60%  voted  against  accepting  the 
new  constitutional  package. 


There  were  probably  a  number  of  reasons  for  the  referendum's  defeat.  Some 
people  thought  Quebec  got  too  many  benefits  and  some  Quebeckers  felt  they  got 
very  little.  Also,  the  vote  was  called  with  very  short  notice,  there  wasn't  enough 
information  available,  people  didn't  know  what  the  effects  of  the  changes  would 
be,  and  many  citizens  were  simply  voting  against  the  party  in  power. 
Unemployment  was  high,  the  economy  was  in  terrible  shape,  people  felt  that  the 
government  was  mismanaging  national  affairs,  and  the  governing  Progressive 
Conservative  government  was  at  a  very  low  point  in  popularity. 
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Traditionally,  First  Ministers'  Conferences  have  been  held  only  from  time 
to  time.  The  Meech  Lake  Accord  would  have  required  meetings  to  be  held 
annually.  Explain  whether  or  not  you  think  this  is  a  good  idea  and  why  you 
feel  this  way. 


10.  a.   Would  the  Meech  Lake  Accord  have  been  a  victory  for  the  provinces  or 
for  federal  power?  Explain. 


Since  the  attempts  at  constitutional  change  have  failed,  do  you  think  it  is 
likely  that  the  provinces  will  retreat  from  their  demands  for  more 
power?  Why  or  why  not? 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  4:  Activity  1 . 


Activity  2:  Economic  Methods  of  Dealing  with 
Regional  Differences 

Equalization 

Does  your  family  receive  monthly  allowance  cheques?  Does  anyone  in  your 
household  receive  old-age  security  benefits  (like  old-age  pension)?  Has  anyone 
in  your  family  ever  fallen  back  on  unemployment  insurance  at  a  time  when  he  or 
she  was  out  of  a  job? 
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Payments  such  as  these  come  from  Canada's  federal  government,  and  are  part  of 
its  attempt  to  reduce  economic  disparities  across  Canada.  What  is  involved 
really  is  a  transfer  of  money  from  those  who  have  it  to  those  who  need  it. 
Such  transfers  of  money  or  transfer  payments  from  the  federal  government  are 
of  two  types: 

•  Personal  transfers  go  straight  to  individuals.  Family  allowances,  old-age 
security,  and  unemployment  insurance  all  fall  into  this  category.  Of 
course,  such  payments  go  to  Canadians  who  qualify  for  them  regardless  of 
where  they  live;  but  poor  regions  tend  to  get  more.  Since  there  are  more 
unemployed  people  in  the  province  Newfoundland  than  in  the  city  of 
Toronto,  for  example,  more  unemployment  insurance  payments  are  made 
per  capita  (per  person)  to  Newfoundland  than  to  Toronto. 

•  Government  transfers  are  sent  directly  to  provincial  governments  and 
businesses  that  are  perceived  to  be  in  need  of  such  money.  There  are 
several  types  of  such  transfers;  but  in  terms  of  reducing  regional 
disparities,  the  two  most  important  are  equalization  payments  and  DRIE 
programs. 

-  Equalization  payments  are  direct  transfers  of  money  from  wealthy 
provinces  to  poor  provinces.  A  formula  is  used  each  year  to  determine 
who  is  to  receive  money  and  how  much  it  is  to  be. 

-  DRIE  is  an  acronym  for  the  federal  Department  of  Regional  and 
Industrial  Expansion.  Its  purpose  is  specifically  to  help  poor  regions 
of  Canada  improve  their  economies.  DRIE  does  such  things  as  offer 
farm  development  programs,  help  retrain  industrial  workers  to  cope  with 
new  technology,  and  help  businesses  relocate  to  needier  regions. 


What  federal  personal  transfers  might  a  family  like  this  receive?  PHOTO  SEARCH  LTD. 
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These  graphs  illustrate  the  amounts  of  money  transferred  from  the  federal 
government  to  each  province  in  1986.  Note  that  the  graph  on  the  left  gives  the 
amount  transferred  per  capita.  The  graph  on  the  right  gives  the  total  amounts. 


Remember  that  $1000  million 
$1  billion. 
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Transfer  Payments,  1 986 
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BC  AB   SK  MB  ON   PQ  NF  NB  NS  PE 
Dollars  transferred  per  capita  (1986) 


BC  AB  SK  MB  ON  PQ  NF  NB  NS  PE 
Millions  of  dollars  transferred  in  total  (1986) 


When  the  Constitution  Act  of  1982  patriated  Canada's  constitution,  Article  36 
guaranteed  that  both  the  federal  government  and  the  provincial  governments 
would  continue  to  work  at  reducing  regional  disparities.  The  federal  government 
is  obligated  to  continue  its  policy  of  making  equalization  payments. 

1 .   Which  of  the  two  preceding  graphs  would  be  more  important  in  determining 
which  provinces  benefit  most  from  transfer  payments?  Explain  why. 
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2.  In  1986  which  province  benefitted  most  and  which  least  from  the  transfer 
payment  programs? 

•  most   

•  least   

3.  Remember,  when  money  is  given  to  a  poorer  province,  it  comes  ultimately 
out  of  the  pockets  of  residents  of  the  richer  provinces.  Do  you  think  it's  fair 
to  take  from  one  area  to  give  to  another?  Explain  why  or  why  not. 


Universality:  the  belief  that 
social  programs  should  be 
available  to  all  Canadians 
regardless  of  their  personal 
wealth 


In  Canada,  until  1992,  family  allowances  were  given  to  all  families  with 
children  without  regard  to  family  income.  This  was  because  Canadians  have 
believed  in  the  universality  of  social  programs  (that  is,  the  theory  that  such 
programs  should  benefit  everyone).  Now  family  allowances  are  only  paid  to 
lower  income  households  with  children.  Opponents  of  universality  say  this 
is  the  right  thing  to  do;  that  only  the  poorer  people  should  be  helped  by  social 
programs. 


Pick  a  side  on  this  issue  and  argue  your  case  for  or  against  universality.  If 
you  are  in  a  classroom,  divide  into  small  groups  and  debate  the  issue 
formally  or  informally.  You  may  research  the  subject  first  if  you  have  access 
to  materials. 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  4:  Activity  2. 
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What  Is  Best  for  Canada? 

At  the  beginning  of  this  module  you  were  presented  with  this  question:  Should 
Canada  pursue  a  strong  national  identity  at  all  costs?  You've  seen  that  there  are 
Canadians  who  see  a  strongly  united  Canada,  a  Canada  in  which  people  think  of 
themselves  as  Canadians  first,  as  being  of  tremendous  importance.  Former 
prime  minister  Trudeau  was  such  a  thinker.  You've  seen  as  well  that  there  are 
Canadians  who  think  that  Canada  will  flourish  if  the  provinces  are  given  free  rein 
in  a  loose  confederation.  Such  people  fear  that  if  you  pursue  a  strong  national 
identity,  what  this  will  really  mean  is  that  the  views  of  Central  Canadians  will  be 
imposed  on  Canadians  everywhere.  Alberta's  former  premier  Lougheed  thought 
along  lines  like  these.  Then  there  are  Canadians  like  the  former  premier  of 
Quebec,  Rene  Levesque,  who  wish  to  divide  Canada. 

5.   Bearing  in  mind  all  that  you  have  read  and  thought  about  in  this  module, 
explain  where  you  stand  on  this  issue.  To  what  degree  should  Canada  pursue 
a  strong  national  identity?  Are  you  a  centralist,  a  provincial  rightist,  a 
separatist,  or  something  else?  Explain  your  answer. 

If  you  are  in  a  classroom  situation,  this  would  be  a  good  question  to  discuss 
as  a  group  before  writing  down  your  answer. 
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Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  4:  Activity  2. 


Follow-up  Activities 

If  you  had  difficulties  understanding  the  concepts  in  the  activities,  it  is 
recommended  that  you  do  the  Extra  Help.  If  you  have  a  clear  understanding  of 
the  concepts,  it  is  recommended  that  you  do  the  Enrichment. 

Extra  Help 


Equalization  payments: 

payments  of  money  offered  by 
the  federal  f^overnment  to  less- 
affluent  provinces 


To  better  understand  the  concept  of  equalization  and  how  Canada  attempts  to 
give  opportunities  to  all  Canadians,  the  federal  equalization  payments  estimates 
for  1988-89  are  given  in  the  following  map.  You  should  understand  that  some 
provinces  and  regions  of  Canada  are  richer  than  others.  Through  cooperative 
federalism  the  federal  government  provides  equalization  payments  to  less- 
prosperous  provinces. 


Social  Studies  10 


Module  1  -  Section  4 


181 


Federal  Equalization  Payments 
Estimates  for  1988-89 


Note: 

•  The  (+)  means  that  the  province  received  money  from  the  equalization 
payments. 

•  The  (-)  means  that  the  province  paid  money. 

•  All  figures  are  in  millions  of  dollars. 

Review  the  information  given  in  the  chart  and  then  do  the  following. 

1.   a.    List  the  three  provinces  that  would  contribute  to  the  federal  equalization 
fund  in  1989. 
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b.   List  the  seven  provinces  that  received  money  from  the  federal 
equaUzation  fund  (for  1988-89). 
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c.    How  much  would  Saskatchewan  receive  from  the  fund  on  a  per  capita 
(per  person)  basis?  (There  are  1  070  000  people  in  Saskatchewan.) 


Read  the  statements  which  follow.  If  it  represents  the  view  of  federalism,  put 
F  in  the  blank.  If  the  statement  is  a  concern  of  provincial  powers,  put  P  in 
the  blank. 

  a.    Canada  is  a  union  of  ten  provinces,  controlled  by  a  central 

government. 

  b.   There  should  be  an  equal,  effective,  and  elected  Senate. 

  c.    Provinces  should  be  able  to  veto  constitutional  changes. 

  d.   The  prime  minister  should  consult  frequently  with  the 

premiers. 

  e.    Any  power  not  mentioned  in  the  constitution  should  go  to 

the  central  government. 

  f.    Quebec  should  be  recognized  as  a  distinct  society. 

  g.   Wealthy  provinces  should  make  equalization  payments  to 

the  poorer  ones. 
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3.  The  following  events  are  all  stages  in  the  constitutional  development  in 
Canada.  Arrange  them  in  chronological  order  (the  order  in  which  they 
occurred)  from  1  (earliest)  to  5  (latest). 


a.  Constitution  Act  patriates  the  Constitution 

b.  Constitutional  referendum  is  rejected  by  Canadians 

c.  BNA  Act  creates  Dominion  of  Canada 

d.  Meech  Lake  Accord  is  rejected 

e.  Meech  Lake  Accord  worked  out  by  First  Ministers 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  4:  Extra  Help. 


Enrichment 

Do  either  Part  A  or  Part  B.  Part  A  involves  a  video  and  Part  B  is  a  print 
alternative.  If  you  have  access  to  the  video,  Road  to  Patriation,  do  Part  A.  If 
not,  do  Part  B. 

Part  A 

Watch  the  videotape  Road  to  Patriation  and  answer  the  questions  that  follow. 
This  film  contains  much  information;  it  may  be  a  good  idea  to  watch  it  twice. 
Read  the  questions  through  carefully  before  the  second  viewing. 

1 .   As  you  know,  Pierre  Trudeau  and  Rene  Levesque  had  conflicting  views 
about  Canada.  Trudeau  felt  that  without  Quebec  there  could  be  no 
Canada.  By  contrast,  Levesque  felt  that .  .  .  (complete  the  sentence). 


2.   It  was  in  World  War  I  that  Canada  felt  it  had  earned  the  right  to  full 
nationhood,  yet  the  Constitution  was  not  patriated  until  1982.  What  held 
Canada  back  all  this  time  in  its  attempts  to  bring  home  the  Constitution? 
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3.   How  did  the  Quebec  referendum  on  separation  hasten  Trudeau's  attempts  to 
patriate  the  Constitution? 


4.   In  the  First  Ministers'  Conferences  that  followed  the  Quebec  referendum, 
two  divergent  views  of  Canada  were  presented.  One  exchange  between 
Prime  Minister  Trudeau  and  Premier  Peckford  of  Newfoundland  brings  these 
views  out  clearly.  How  did  each  of  these  men  envision  Canada? 

•  Trudeau 


•  Peckford 


5.   When  Prime  Minister  Trudeau  first  tried  to  patriate  the  Constitution  without 
provincial  consent,  why  did  the  British  government  hesitate  in  handing  it 
over? 


6.   The  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  was  asked  to  decide  if  the  federal  government 
could  patriate  the  Constitution  alone.  Why  wasn't  the  court's  decision  very 
satisfying? 
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7.   Which  provinces  made  up  the  Gang  of  Eight  that  opposed  Trudeau's  final 
attempts  to  patriate  the  Constitution? 


8.   At  the  end  of  the  November  1981  First  Ministers'  Conference,  which 
province  was  the  only  one  not  to  agree  to  Trudeau's  patriation  plan? 


9.   Newfoundland  is  a  province  with  high  unemployment  rates.  Premier 
Peckford  insisted  on  the  right  to  restrict  jobs  in  Newfoundland  to 
Newfoundlanders . 


This  was  opposed  to  Mr.  Trudeau's  idea  that  any  Canadian  should  be  free  to 
get  any  job  anywhere  in  Canada. 

What  do  you  think?  Should  a  poorer  province  be  allowed  to  keep  Canadians 
from  other  provinces  from  coming  in  and  getting  jobs?  Explain  your  answer. 


Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  4:  Enrichment. 
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Part  B 

Often  people  will  have  special  needs  but  limited  finances.  Or  perhaps,  the  level 
of  services  in  one  area  may  be  lower  than  in  others  for  one  reason  or  another. 
Sometimes  governments  believe  that  a  region  will  be  better  off  if  there  is  help 
given  to  businesses  or  an  industry  to  get  started,  or  even  to  survive  if  times  are 
bad.  Should  the  government  help  out?  These  are  questions  of  subsidies. 

Governments  frequently  must  come  to  decisions  about  using  public  funds  to 
provide  special  services  to  particular  groups  of  citizens.  Should  larger,  wealthier 
school  districts  help  to  cover  the  costs  of  poorer  districts  where  costs  are  higher 
and  revenues  are  lower?  Should  northerners  receive  government  subsidies  to 
reduce  the  high  cost  of  transportation  in  the  Arctic? 

Subsidies  come  in  many  forms.  Provinces  help  big  cities  build  modem 
expressways  and  transit  systems.  There  are  subsidies  to  reduce  the  costs  of 
shipping  grain.  Businesses  get  aid  from  governments  in  a  variety  of  ways. 
Handicapped  and  elderly  people  may  be  provided  with  special  programs  to 
improve  their  living  conditions. 

Questions  of  subsidies  are  difficult  for  governments  to  resolve  but  most  people 
have  opinions  about  them.  Choose  one  of  the  types  of  subsidy  mentioned  or 
analyse  a  request  for  special  help  arising  in  your  community  or  that  is  described 
in  a  newspaper.  Explain  what  you  would  do,  and  why,  if  the  decision  were 
yours. 
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^  Check  your  answers  by  turning  to  the  Appendix,  Section  4:  Enrichment. 


Conclusion 

In  this  section  you  have  learned  that  there  are  many  ways  which  have  been  and 
are  being  used  by  the  federal  government  to  try  to  combat  the  regional  problems 
and  disparities  in  Canada.  There  is,  however,  a  continuing  conflict  between 
federalism  and  the  desire  for  more  provincial  rights. 

In  Module  3  you  will  examine  how,  despite  these  regional  differences,  Canada 
has  developed  a  strong  sense  of  identity. 

ASSIGNMENT 

Turn  to  your  Assignment  Booklet  and  do  the  assignment  for  this  section. 
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MODULE  SUMMARY 


In  this  module  you  have  seen  that  Canada  is  a  land  of  many  regions  and  of  great 
diversity  -  geographic,  climatic,  cultural,  linguistic.  The  country's  diversity 
often  leads  to  economic  disparity  among  the  people  who  live  in  its  regions. 

Canada  strives  continuously  to  reduce  the  impact  of  its  regional  disparities.  Its 
federal  structure  of  government  and  its  system  of  equalization  payments  are  two 
such  attempts.  Despite  such  measures  there  are  forces  at  work  challenging 
Canadian  unity.  Separatism  is  a  threat  to  Canada  that  exists  despite  all  such 
attempts. 
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Glossary 


Alienation 


Amending  formula 


a  feeling  of  isolation  from  something 

In  Canada  regions  feel  alienated  when  they  think  they  are 

powerless  or  ignored. 

the  plan  that  explains  how  changes  are  to  be  made  to  the 
Constitution 


Anglophone 

Bank  of  Canada 

Boreal 


British  North  America  Act 
(BNA  Act) 

Canadian  Charter  of 
Rights  and  Freedoms 

Central  Canada 


Centralists 

Confederation 

Conscription 
Constitution 
Constitution  Act 

Continental  climate 


•  someone  who  is  English  or  English-speaking 

•  Canada's  central  bank,  owned  by  the  Canadian 
government 

•  northern  climate,  with  short,  hot  summers  and  long,  cold 
winters 

•  a  British  act  of  Parliament  passed  in  1867  that  created  the 
Dominion  of  Canada 

•  part  of  the  Constitution  Act  of  1982  that  lists  the 
fundamental  rights  and  freedoms  of  Canadians 

•  a  nonspecific  term  used  generally  to  refer  to  Ontario  and 
Quebec 

•  those  who  believe  in  a  strong  central  government  and 
comparatively  weak  provinces;  federalists 

•  the  union  of  British  colonies  in  North  America  to  form  the 
country  (Dominion)  of  Canada,  on  July  1,  1867 

•  the  drafting  or  forcing  of  people  into  the  armed  forces 

•  the  set  of  laws  according  to  which  a  country  is  governed 

•  the  act  passed  in  1982  that  gave  Canada  control  of  its  own 
constitution 

•  a  climate  typical  of  the  interior  of  a  continent, 
characterized  by  extremes  in  temperature 


Cordillera 


mountainous  region 
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Credibility  problem 


Culture 


Disparity 


•  a  believability  problem;  having  difficulty  in  making  people 
believe  in  something  or  making  them  take  it  seriously 

•  a  way  of  ordering  and  living  their  lives  shared  by  a  large 
group  of  people 

•  inequality  among  a  number  of  different  regions;  it  implies 
that  some  are  worse  off  than  others 


Diversify  (diversification) 


DRiE 


Ecology 


•  used  as  an  economic  term,  the  process  of  introducing  a 
wide  variety  of  industries  into  an  area 

•  Department  of  Regional  Industrial  Expansion,  a  federal 
government  body  offering  economic  aid  to  Canada's 
needier  regions 

•  the  pattern  of  relationships  between  living  creatures  and 
their  environment 


Ethnic 
Emigration 

Equalization  payments 
Federal 


•  an  adjective  describing  a  large  group  of  people  sharing  a 
common  cultural,  racial,  or  linguistic  background 

•  movement  of  people  out  of  an  area 

•  payments  of  money  offered  by  the  federal  government  to 
less-affluent  provinces 

•  government  system  having  a  central  authority  (e.g., 
Ottawa)  and  a  number  of  smaller  units  (e.g.,  provinces); 
federalism  is  the  belief  that  the  central  government  should 
maintain  the  most  control 


First  Ministers'  Conferences 


•  meetings  in  which  the  prime  minister  and  the  premiers 
discuss  matters  of  mutual  concern 


FLQ  (Front  de  Liberation 
du  Quebec) 

Francophone 

Hinterland 


Immigrants 


•  a  Quebec  separatist  group,  active  especially  in 

the  late  '60s  and  early  '70s,  that  used  terrorism  as  a  tactic 

•  someone  who  is  French  or  French-speaking 

•  the  remote  or  less-developed  parts  of  a  country,  used  to 
supply  goods  or  to  provide  resources  for  the  more- 
developed  areas 

•  people  who  move  into  an  area  to  become  permanent 
residents 
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Je  me  souviens 
Lake  Agassiz 

Literacy 

Maitres  chez  nous 
Maritime  climate 

Meech  Lake  Accord 
IViigration 

Moi,  je  suis  separatiste 
Multicultural 

Non-renewable  resources 

Official  Languages  Act 
of  1969 

Pacific  Rim 

Parti  Quebecois 

Permafrost 

Pluralism  (pluralistic) 

Premier 


French  phrase  meaning,  "I  remember" 

an  ancient  glacial  lake  that  drained  almost  8000  years  ago, 
largely  in  Manitoba,  creating  a  flat,  fertile  plain 

the  ability  to  use  everyday  printed  material  at  home,  work, 
and  in  the  community 

French  phrase  meaning,  "masters  in  our  own  house" 

a  climate  typical  of  coastal  regions,  characterized  by  cool 
summers  and  warm  winters 

an  agreement  between  the  prime  minister  and  ten  premiers 
in  1987  that  increased  provincial  powers  and  recognized 
Quebec  as  a  distinct  society  within  Canada;  it  was  rejected 
in  1990 

movement  of  people  into  and  out  of  an  area 

French  phrase  meaning,  "I  am  a  separatist" 

a  policy  or  attitude  that  encourages  a  variety  of  cultures 

resources  which  cannot  be  replaced,  such  as  oil;  renewable 
resources,  on  the  other  hand,  can  be  replaced  (e.g.,  trees 
and  fish) 

an  Act  of  the  government  of  Canada  making 

both  French  and  English  Canada's  official  languages 

a  term  referring  to  countries  bordering  the  Pacific  Ocean 

a  separatist  political  party  in  Quebec  in  power  from  1976 
to  1985 

ground  that  remains  permanently  frozen,  though  a  surface 
layer  may  melt  each  summer 

more  or  less  synonymous  with  multiculturalism;  of  many 
ethnic  groups 

name  given  to  the  leader  of  the  governing  party  in  a 
province 
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Prime  minister 
Quiet  Revolution 

Referendum 
Regional  disparity 
Riel,  Louis  (1844-1885) 
Rural 

Separatism 

Sovereignty-association 

Standard  of  living 
Tariffs 

Transfer  payment 

Tundra 
Universality 


•  name  given  to  the  leader  of  the  federal  governing  party 

•  a  term  used  to  express  the  period  of  modernization  that 
Quebec  went  through  during  the  years  of  the  Lesage 
government 

•  a  public  vote,  in  which  voters  are  asked  to  give  their 
opinion  on  a  specific  question 

•  the  inequalities  amongst  Canada's  regions,  particularly 
economic  inequalities 

•  leader  of  Indian-Metis  uprisings  in  Manitoba  (1870)  and 
Saskatchewan  (1885) 

•  country  areas  or  those  areas  outside  cities 

•  the  attitude  that  part  of  the  country  should  break  away  and 
become  an  independent  nation 

•  the  term  used  by  the  Parti  Quebecois  at  the  time  of  the 
Quebec  referendum  to  describe  its  plan  for  a  Quebec 
independent  from,  but  connected  to,  Canada 

•  a  term  describing  how  well  off  people  are  in  such  areas  as 
housing,  food,  and  public  services 

•  taxes  imposed  on  goods  as  they  move  across  a  border 

•  a  broad  term  describing  any  transfer  of  monies  from 
wealthier  provinces  to  poorer  ones 

•  generally  treeless  area,  with  permafrost 

•  the  belief  that  social  programs  like  family  allowance 
should  be  available  to  all  Canadians  regardless  of  their 
personal  wealth 


Urban 


to  do  with  cities;  city  areas;  of  the  city 
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Province  or 
Territory 

Capital  City 

Population 

(to  nearest  1000) 

Newfoundland 

St.  John's 

568  000 

Prince  Edward  Island 

Charlottetown 

129  000 

Nova  Scotia 

Halifax 

884  000 

New  Brunswick 

Fredericton 

714  000 

Quebec 

Quebec  City 

6  639  000 

Ontario 

Toronto 

9  431  000 

Manitoba 

Winnipeg 

1  085  000 

Saskatchewan 

Regina 

1  Oil  000 

Alberta 

Edmonton 

2  401  000 

British  Columbia 

Victoria 

2  984  000 

Yukon 

Whitehorse 

25  000 

Northwest  Territories 

Yellowknife 

52  000 

3.  The  two  provinces  are  the  following: 

•  Quebec 

•  Ontario 

4.  New  Brunswick 

5.  Ontario 
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6.   Here  are  possible  answers.  They  are  not  meant  to  be  complete. 


Province 

Industries 

Newfoundland 

fishing,  mining,  forestry 

Prince  Edward  Island 

agriculture,  fishing,  tourism 

Nova  Scotia 

fishing,  mining,  forestry 

New  Brunswick 

forestry,  fishing,  agriculture 

manufacturing,  hydroelectricity,  mining, 
pulp  and  paper 

Ontario 

manufacturing,  agriculture,  mining 

Manitoba 

agriculture,  mining 

Saskatchewan 

agriculture,  oil,  mining  (especially 
potash,  uranium) 

British  Columbia 

forestry,  mining,  fishing,  tourism 
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7.    11  Lake  Superior 

16  Lake  Erie 

13  Lake  Huron 

14  Lake  Michigan 

17  Lake  Ontario 

8  North  Saskatchewan  River 

19  South  Saskatchewan  River 

2  James  Bay 

7  Baffin  Island 

15  St.  Lawrence  River 
1  Coastal  Mountains 
6  Mackenzie  River 

18  Great  Slave  Lake 
5  Anticosti  Island 

20  Ungava  Bay 
4  Niagara  Falls 

9  Lake  Winnipeg 

3  Lake  Athabasca 
10  Fraser  River 

12  Great  Bear  Lake 
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Section  1 :  Activity  2 

1.  There  are  numerous  physical  regions. 

2.  No. 


Physical  Region 

Provinces/Territories 

Cordillera 

Yukon/Northwest  Territories/ 
British  Columbia/Alberta 

Great  Central  Plain 

British  ColumbiaAf ukon/ 
Northwest  Territories/Alberta/ 
Saskatchewan/Manitoba 

Canadian  Shield 

Northwest  Territories/Alberta/ 
Saskatchewan/Manitoba/  Ontario/ 
Quebec 

Great  Lakes-St.  Lawrence 
Lowlands 

Ontario/Quebec 

Atlantic 

Nova  Scotia/New  Brunswick/ 
Prince  Edward  Island/ 
Newfoundland 

North 

Yukon/Northwest  Territories/ 
Manitoba/Ontario/Quebec 

Section  1 :  Activity  3 

1 .  A  physical  region  is  an  area  that  is  distinct  because  of  the  type  of  land  it  contains,  for 
example,  mountains,  plains,  tundra,  or  rock. 

2.  As  Canada  was  settled,  forces  such  as  population,  economics,  and  politics  created  its  political 
divisions. 

3.  Physical  geography  determines  an  area's  natural  resources.  Natural  resources  determine  the 
types  of  economic  activities  possible.  Economic  activities  affect  population  levels. 
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Physical  Geography 


Natural  Resources 


Economic  Activities 
Agriculture/Industry 


Population 


Section  1 :  Activity  4 


Physical  Region 

Climate 

Vegetation 

North 

arctic/boreal 

tundra 

Cordillera 

west  coast/mountain 

commercial  forest/ 
mixed  farming/tundra 

Great  Central  Plain 

mountain/prairie/boreal 

mixed  farming/grazing  land/ 
irrigated  land 

Canadian  Shield 

boreal 

commercial  forest/ 
non-commercial  forest 

Great  Lakes-St. 
Lawrence  Lowlands 

southeastern 

mixed  farming 

Atlantic 

boreal,  southeastern 

commercial  forest,  mixed  farming 
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Section  1 :  Activity  5 

1.  Answers  will  vary.  One  problem  is  that  some  provinces  would  tend  to  carry  more  political 
weight  than  others.  Would  they  always  (or  almost  always)  get  their  way  in  a  dispute? 

2.  and  3.  a. 


Province/Territory 

%  Population 

Angular  Degrees 

Ontario 

36.7 

132 

Quebec 

25.4 

91 

British  Columbia 

11.9 

43 

Alberta 

9.3 

33 

Manitoba 

4.1 

15 

Saskatchewan 

3.7 

13 

Nova  Scotia 

3.3 

12 

New  Brunswick 

2.7 

10 

Newfoundland/Labrador 

2.1 

8 

Prince  Edward  Island 

0.5 

2 

Northwest  Territories 

0.2 

1 

Yukon  Territory 

0.1 

1 
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3.  b. 


Population  Distribution  of  Canada 


Ontario 

El  Quebec 

^3  British  Columbia 
Alberta 

El  Manitoba 

E21  Saskatchewan 
Nova  Scotia 
New  Brunswick 

■i  Nfld./Labrador 

Prince  Edward  Island 
Northwest  Territories 
Yukon  Territory 


4.   Using  a  circle  graph  allows  you  to  see  more  clearly  just  how  the  parts  of  something  make  up 
the  whole. 


Section  1 :  Activity  6 

1 .  Of  Canada's  population,  over  three-quarters  live  in  urban  areas. 

2.  The  Northwest  Territories  and  the  Atlantic  region  have  the  highest  percentage  of  rural 
dwellers. 


3.  Prairie  farms  have  become  very  large.  A  wide  area  of  land  supports  only  a  few  farm  families. 
Meanwhile  those  people  providing  services  for  farmers  concentrate  in  towns,  while  industries 
like  oil  and  gas  concentrate  the  population  in  cities. 
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Section  1 :  Activity  7 
1.  The  Atlantic  Region 

Main  Physical  Features 

•  northern  part  of  Appalachian  Mountain  range 

•  Atlantic  Ocean,  rugged  coastline,  offshore  continental  shelf 

Climate 

•  Maritime  climate 

•  cool  winters/warm  summers 

Vegetation 


•  agricultural  crops 

•  commercial  forest 

Population 

•  generally  low  density  of  population  except  for  P.E.I. 

Economic  Activities 

•  fishing 

•  forestry 

•  farming 

•  mining 

2.  The  benefit  would  be  increased  economic  prosperity.  Industry  would  also  be  diversified. 

3.  The  possibility  of  oil  spills  poses  a  danger  to  the  fishing  industry  and  to  the  seas  in  general. 
There  is  also  the  possibility  of  becoming  economically  dependent  on  the  petroleum  industry, 
making  for  a  boom-and-bust  economy. 

4.  a.  (1)  Volume  of  Sea  Fish  Caught 


Pacific  Coast 


Atlantic  Coast 


14 


Tonnes 
(Hundreds  of  Thousands) 
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(2) 


Value  of  Sea  Fish  Caught 


Pacific  Coast 


Atlantic  Coast 


0 


I    I     I    I     I     I    I    I    I    I  I 
2        4         6         8  10 


12 


Canadian  Dollars 
(Hundreds  of  Millions) 


b.   The  volume  of  fish  caught  off  the  East  Coast  in  1987  was  more  than  four  times  the 
amount  caught  off  the  West  Coast.  The  difference  in  value  was  less  (about  3  times 


Section  1 :  Activity  8 

1.  The  Great  Lakes-St.  Lawrence  Lowlands 

Main  Physical  Features 

•  flat  plains 

•  large  lakes 

Climate 

•  southeastern  climate 

•  wide  range  of  temperatures 

•  hot  summers/cold  winters 

Vegetation 

•  farmland 

Population 

•  large  urban  centres 

•  dense  populations 

Economic  Activities 

•  agriculture 

•  manufacturing 


more). 
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2.  a.    The  two  provinces  that  make  up  the  most  manufacturing  are  the  following: 

•  Ontario  (52.8%) 

•  Quebec  (24.7%) 

b.  77.5% 

3.  Value  of  Manufacturing  in  Canada 

(You  may  have  chosen  a  different  title.) 


4.  Some  factors  include  the  following: 

•  a  large  population 

•  early  settlement 

•  good  transportation  links  to  market 

•  good  links  to  sources  of  raw  materials 

5.  Some  problems  include  the  following: 

•  loss  of  farmland 

•  pollution 

•  urban  sprawl 
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Section  1 :  Activity  9 

1.  There  is  the  risk  to  the  environment  posed  by  the  thoughtless  exploitation  of  the  Shield's 
resources. 

2.  The  Canadian  Shield 

Main  Physical  Features 

•  rocky  outcrops 

•  numerous  lakes  and  rivers 

Climate 

•  boreal,  continental 

•  long,  cold  winters,  short,  cool  summers 

Vegetation 

•  mainly  coniferous  trees 
Population 

•  thinly  populated 

Economic  Activities 

•  logging 

•  mining 

Section  1:  Activity  10 

1.   A  reliance  on  a  few  natural  resources  leaves  the  areas  vulnerable  to  variations  in  demand.  If 
demand  for  one  product  should  decline,  this  can  create  great  economic  hardships. 
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2.  The  Great  Central  Plain 

Main  Physical  Features 

•  rolling  plains 

•  forest 

•  flat  plains 

Climate 

•  cold  winters/hot  summers  (continental  climate) 

Vegetation 

•  farmland,  grazing  land 

•  forest 

Population 

•  two-thirds  of  the  people  in  towns  and  cities 

•  small  towns 

•  threat  to  family  farms 

Economic  Activities 

•  farming 

•  ranching 

•  oil  and  natural  gas 

Section  1 :  Activity  1 1 

1 .   Natural  resources  must  be  managed  carefully.  The  economy  depends  heavily  on  a  few 
industries. 
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2.  The  Cordillera  Region 

Main  Physical  Features 

•  mountains 
Climate 

•  maritime  climate  (mild) 

•  rainy  areas  and  dry  areas 

Vegetation 

•  lush  vegetation,  huge  trees 
Population 

•  mostly  concentrated  in  Vancouver  and  Victoria 

•  three-quarters  of  people  in  cities 

Economic  Activities 

•  logging,  pulp  and  paper 

•  mining 

•  hydroelectric  power 
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Section  1:  Activity  12 

1.  The  North 

Main  Physical  Features 

•  flat  and  swampy  lowlands 

•  mountains 

•  rolling  lowlands 

Climate 

•  boreal  and  arctic 

•  long,  cold  winters 

•  brief,  cool  summers 

Vegetation 

•  small,  hardy  plants 

•  delicate  ecology 

Population 

•  sparse  populations,  small  settlements 

Economic  Activities 

•  trapping 

•  Ashing 

•  oil  and  natural  gas 

2.  The  natural  plant  life  and  animal  life  are  part  of  a  fragile  environment  that  is  easily  destroyed 
by  development. 
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Section  1:  Activity  13 

1 .  A  culture  is  the  shared  way  a  group  of  people  go  about  ordering  and  living  their  lives.  It 
includes  such  things  as  values,  religion,  language,  food,  clothing,  marriage  customs,  and 
approaches  to  rearing  children. 

2.  Canadian  culture  is  very  diverse. 

3.  This  answer  depends  entirely  upon  you. 

4.  a.  -  e.  These  answers  depend  upon  you.  Did  you  uncover  any  interesting  or  surprising  facts? 

5.  This  answer  is  personal.  The  question  wants  your  views.  Did  you  defend  your  position 
honestly  and  fairly?  Is  there  any  prejudice  in  your  answer? 


Section  1:  Activity  14 

1 .  a.    In  comparison  to  the  French  and  English,  other  groups  had  increased  by  a  greater 

percentage.  The  British  and  French  had  increased  by  about  260  percent  while  the  Italians 
had  increased  by  2175  percent  and  the  Germans  by  595  percent. 

b.   There  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  great  change.  The  main  groups  are  still 

represented  in  about  the  same  proportion  with  the  Italians  and  Natives  (Aboriginals  in 
1986)  increasing  somewhat  more  than  the  others. 

2.  This  answer  requires  imagination  and  some  knowledge  of  life  in  Alberta  several  generations 
ago.  In  your  answer  you  might  have  mentioned  the  fear  of  the  unknown,  the  difficulties  in 
being  unable  to  communicate,  but  the  joy  in  being  free  to  carve  out  a  decent  life  through 
honest  hard  work. 

3.  In  your  answer  you  should  have  pointed  out  the  fact  that  the  French  were  the  first  Europeans 
to  settle  in  what  is  today  Canada,  and  that  they  were  the  first  to  explore  large  parts  of  the 
continent.  There  are  families  in  Quebec  who  have  been  there  for  300  years. 

4.  Ontario  was  first  settled  by  Loyalists  fleeing  the  American  Revolution.  These  would  have 
been  the  people  in  the  Thirteen  Colonies  most  loyal  to  England,  so  loyal  that  they'd  leave 
home  and  start  over  rather  than  remain  in  the  United  States.  In  many  ways  these  Loyalists  set 
the  tone  for  Ontario's  development. 
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Section  1 :  Follow-up  Activities 
Extra  Help 

Activity  A 

1 .   a.    A  map  of  Canada  has  been  created  from  the  puzzle  pieces, 
b.   See  numbers  in  the  given  map. 
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2.  a.    Northwest  Territories 

b.  Quebec 

c.  Ontario 

d.  British  Columbia 

e.  Alberta 

f.  Saskatchewan 

g.  Manitoba 

h.  Yukon 

i.  Newfoundland 
j.  New  Brunswick 
k.  Nova  Scotia 

1.    Prince  Edward  Island 

3.  a.    •  all  edges  uneven:  P.E.I,  Nova  Scotia 

•  most  edges  uneven:  New  Brunswick,  Newfoundland  (and  Labrador),  Ontario, 

Quebec,  B.C.,  Northwest  Territories 

•  most  edges  smooth:  Yukon,  Alberta,  Manitoba 

•  all  edges  smooth:  Saskatchewan 

b.  Smooth  lines  indicate  purely  artificial,  political  boundaries.  Uneven  boundaries  follow 
natural  divisions. 

c.  Most  of  the  smooth  boundaries  are  found  in  the  interior. 
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4.  and  5.  a.  and  b. 


Canada  (Other  titles  are  possible.) 


Newfoundland 


Prjnce  Edward 
Island 


Nova  Scotia 


New 

Brunswick 


Canadian  Lakes: 

(T)  Lake  Erie 

@  Lake  Ontario 

@  Lake  Huron 

(4)  Lake  Superior 

(5)  Lake  Manitoba 

(6)  Lake  Winnipeg 
®  Great  Slave  Lake 
®  Great  Bear  Lake 
(9)  Lake  Athabasca 


Canada-U.S.A.  border  through  the  Great 
Lakes 


Geographic  Regions 

M  Great  Lakes 
I     I  Atlantic 
^  Cordillera 

Shield 
H  North 

Plains 
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Activity  B 

1 .  Ontario 

2.  Nova  Scotia 

3.  Newfoundland 

4.  British  Columbia 

5.  New  Brunswick 

6.  Alberta 

7.  Manitoba 

8.  Prince  Edward  Island 

9.  Saskatchewan 
10.  Quebec 

Activity  C 

1.  Provinces  and  Capitals  Word  Game 


Province 


Capital  City 


Newfoundland 

Prince  Edward  Island 

Nova  Scotia 

New  Brunswick 

Quebec 

Ontario 

Manitoba 

Saskatchewan 

Alberta 

British  Columbia 


St.  John's 

Charlottetown 

Halifax 

Fredericton 

Quebec  City 

Toronto 

Winnipeg 

Regina 

Edmonton 

Victoria 
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B  [WIN  N~T" 
C    L    B    B    O    V  S 


B  W 


Enrichment 

1.  Your  project  here  will,  of  course,  be  entirely  your  own  creation.  Did  you  discover  much 
about  the  region  you  selected?  Would  your  brochure  sell  the  region  to  tourists? 

2.  Your  answers  will  vary.  Have  you  given  a  reason  for  your  opinion? 

3.  Your  answers  will  vary.  Did  your  rating  compare  favourably  with  the  rating  given  in  the 
article? 
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Section  2:  Activity  1 

1.  Joe  McKay  is  from  a  region  with  limited  natural  resources.  Traditionally  coal  mining  was  the 
area's  only  industry;  and  when  coal  was  not  in  great  demand,  the  region  suffered.  More 
recently  there  has  been  some  diversification  of  industries  on  Cape  Breton  Island  (that  is,  more 
industries  have  been  started). 

Dwayne  Batiuk  is  also  from  an  area  heavily  dependent  on  one  industry  -  agriculture.  When 
crops  are  good  and  prices  high,  there  is  prosperity;  but  continuous  bad  weather  or  depressed 
grain  prices  take  a  tremendous  toll  on  the  region. 

2.  The  interviews  do  demonstrate  the  disparities  that  exist  between  regions.  You  could  point  out 
many  specifics  in  your  answer,  but  generally  the  interviews  show  that  opportunities  and 
wealth  are  more  readily  available  in  the  Toronto  area  than  in  some  of  Canada's  other  regions. 

3.  This  answer  will  be  personal.  Here  in  Alberta  it  is  quite  common  for  people  to  come  and  go 
in  search  of  work  due  to  the  up-and-down  nature  of  the  economy.  Could  you  think  of  other 
experiences  with  Canada's  regional  disparities  with  which  you  have  a  first-hand 
acquaintance? 

4.  a.    Traditionally,  by  most  indicators,  Newfoundland  and  Prince  Edward  Island  have  been 

Canada's  most  disadvantaged  provinces. 

b.   Traditionally  Ontario  has  been  Canada's  most  affluent  province. 

5.  Four  other  common  indicators  of  measuring  a  region's  prosperity  are  the  following: 

•  employment  rates 

•  standard  of  living 

•  level  of  education 

•  rates  of  migration  into  and  out  of  an  area 
You  may  have  thought  of  others. 

6.  This  answer  will  express  a  personal  opinion.  You  should  consider  in  your  answer  that 
Canadians  are  all  politically  free  and  equal  before  the  law,  but  that  freedom  of  opportunity 
does  vary  throughout  the  country.  Joe  McKay  and  Melanie  Sutherland  are  both  legally  free 
to  pursue  political  careers,  for  example;  but  wouldn't  one  of  them  begin  with  a  great  many 
advantages? 

Have  you  defended  your  answer  honestly? 
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Province  and  Territories 
Above  Average 

Provinces  and  Territories 
Below  Average 

Northwest  Territories  1 
Yukon  Territory  2 
Ontario  3 
British  Columbia  4 
Alberta  5 

Quebec  6 
Newfoundland  (and  Labrador)  7 
Manitoba  8 
New  Brunswick  9 
Saskatchewan  10 
Nova  Scotia  11 
Prince  Edward  Island  12 

2.  a.    The  highest  wages  are  paid  in  Canada's  North  -  the  Northwest  Territories  and  the  Yukon. 

b.  Industrial  workers  willing  to  work  in  Canada's  North  are  usually  paid  exceptionally  high 
wages  in  order  to  compensate  them  for  the  isolation  and  hardships  they  will  experience, 
and  to  attract  skilled  workers  to  the  North.  The  cost  of  living  in  Canada's  North  is 
extremely  high. 

c.  No.  First,  industrial  workers  make  up  only  a  small  percentage  of  the  North's  residents. 
Second,  even  for  such  workers,  there  is  generally  little  to  spend  their  money  on;  and 
what  there  is,  is  usually  very  expensive  due  to  high  transportation  costs. 

3.  a.    Assuming  that  no  other  factors  come  into  play,  you  might  expect  Newfoundland  and 

P.E.I,  to  experience  the  greatest  emigration. 

b.   Again  assuming  that  no  other  factors  come  into  play,  you  might  expect  Ontario,  Alberta, 
and  Manitoba  to  experience  the  greatest  inmiigration. 
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4.  a.    Four  provinces  had  unemployment  rates  below  the  national  average:  Ontario,  Manitoba, 

Alberta,  and  Saskatchewan. 

b.   It  means  that  there  may  be  quite  a  disparity  between  a  small  number  of  have  provinces 
and  a  large  number  of  have-not  provinces. 

5.  Yes.  In  1981  Alberta  had  the  highest  percentage  of  residents  with  a  university  degree  (9.6%) 
and  the  lowest  percentage  of  residents  with  grade  nine  or  less  (14.3%). 

6.  The  years  1981-82  were  right  at  the  end  of  Alberta's  oil  boom  with  people  flooding  in  for 
jobs.  The  sudden  drop  in  world  oil  prices  had  a  swift  and  dramatic  effect  on  the  Alberta 
economy.  By  1982  some  people  were  starting  to  go  home,  followed  by  native  Albertans 
looking  for  work  elsewhere. 
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Section  2:  Activity  3 

Following  are  sample  reports  on  southern  Ontario  and  central  Alberta.  Compare  your  answers  to 
see  what  points  you  identified.  You  may  well  have  included  other  considerations  in  your  own 
reports;  however,  be  sure  you  are  aware  of  those  included  in  what  follows. 

1.         Report  on  Southern  Ontario  and  Its  Possibilities  as  an  Area 

for  Business  Expansion 

I  have  found  this  part  of  Canada  to  be  exceptionally  prosperous,  as  we  had  been  led  to 
believe.  The  reasons  for  this  prosperity  are  clear. 

First,  being  the  most  southerly  part  of  Canada  and  in  the  southeastern  climate  zone,  this 
area  has  a  mild  climate  and  a  long  growing  season.  This,  combined  with  excellent  soil, 
has  made  the  area  agriculturally  rich  and  attractive  to  settlement  from  its  earliest  days. 
Another  advantage  the  area  has  is  an  excellent  water  transportation  system  -  the  Great 
Lakes-St.  Lawrence  network.  This  has  meant,  over  the  years,  access  to  major  centres  of 
population  in  the  United  States  and  to  overseas  markets  via  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  It  has 
meant,  as  well,  ready  access  to  the  many  natural  resources  to  be  found  in  the  Canadian 
Shield. 

Because  of  these  natural  advantages,  the  area  is  heavily  populated.  This  means  that  there 
is  a  ready-made  market  for  our  products  and  a  strong  labour  force  available.  Moreover, 
because  of  the  region's  wealth,  education  standards  are  high;  and  many  skilled  workers 
are  to  be  found.  These  workers  are  highly  paid  -  that  is,  they  have  money  to  spend  on 
what  we  produce.  The  area  is  highly  urbanized,  and  well  connected  with  roads  and 
railways,  making  transportation  of  goods  even  easier.  The  region  is  within  overnight 
trucking  time  of  many  of  the  populations  of  the  eastern  and  central  United  States. 

There  are,  of  course,  some  drawbacks  to  establishing  ourselves  in  the  area.  Some  of  our 
workers  might  object  to  living  in  so  heavily  urbanized  an  environment.  Pollution  and 
congestion  are  real  problems,  and  housing  and  services  are  terribly  expensive.  Much  of 
the  natural  beauty  of  the  region  is  being  destroyed;  indeed,  farmland  is  being  swallowed 
up  so  rapidly  that  the  long-term  future  of  agriculture  is  uncertain.  The  usual  urban 
problems  -  crime,  vagrancy,  overcrowding  -  detract  from  the  region's  obvious 
advantages. 

Despite  such  drawbacks,  however,  I  recommend  this  area  as  a  good  choice  for  the 
establishment  for  manufacturing  industries.  Its  future  prosperity  seems  assured. 
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2.  Report  on  Central  Alberta  and  Its  Possibilities  as  an  Area 

for  Business  Expansion 

I  have  found  this  section  of  Canada  to  be  very  different  from  the  Lowlands  of  southern 
Ontario. 

Like  the  Lowlands,  the  region  has  a  strong  agricultural  base;  though  the  shorter  growing 
season  and  more  severe,  continental  climate  pose  limitations  on  what  crops  can  be  grown. 

Along  with  excellent  soil,  the  area  possesses  two  other  important  natural  resources  -  oil 
and  gas  -  both  nonrenewable  resources  that  will  run  out  eventually.  Because  the  region 
has  been  settled  only  in  the  last  century,  it  has  developed  principally  as  a  supplier  of  food 
and  raw  materials  for  the  already  established  markets  and  industries  in  Central  Canada. 
In  turn.  Central  Canada  has  sold  finished  products  back  to  Albertans. 

The  result  is  that  this  part  of  Canada  has  developed  few  manufacturing  industries, 
depending  instead  on  the  export  of  raw  products.  When  prices  for  these  fall,  the  economy 
suffers;  as  it  also  does  during  poor  growing  seasons.  The  result  is  a  boom-and-bust 
economy. 

Albertans  tend  to  be  angered  by  this  situation  and  realize  the  need  to  develop  a  more 
diversified  economy  -  one  that  does  not  hinge  on  one  or  two  major  industries.  The  small 
population  and  absence  of  truly  large  urban  centres,  however,  make  it  economically 
difficult  to  establish  manufacturing  industries  that  can  compete  with  those  of  Ontario. 
This  area  also  suffers  from  being  far  from  major  U.S.  and  overseas  markets;  and 
transportation  costs  will  always  be  high.  The  expense  of  shipping  finished  products  to 
markets  will  generally  result  in  uncompetitive  prices. 

Though  central  Alberta  is  attractive  in  many  ways,  it  just  does  not  seem  to  be  the  best 
place  to  establish  a  manufacturing  industry.  So  far,  government  attempts  to  diversify  the 
economy  have  met  with  only  limited  success.  It  will  be  very  difficult  for  this  region  to 
compete  with  the  geographical  and  historical  advantage  of  Ontario's  Lowlands. 
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Section  2:  Follow-up  Activities 
Extra  Help 


1. 


T 

a. 

T 

b. 

T 

c. 

T 

d. 

T 

e. 

T 

f. 

T 

g- 

T 

h. 

T 

i. 

T 

j- 

2.  The  Atlantic  region  has  tended  to  be  one  of  Canada's  less-prosperous  regions.  The  charts 
show  that  weekly  earnings  of  industrial  workers  are  low  and  that  in  1987  this  area  had  the 
lowest  yearly  family  income.  In  1989,  unemployment  rates  were  highest  in  Canada  in  the 
Atlantic  region.  All  four  provinces  of  this  region  fall  below  the  national  average  in  the 
category  of  university  graduates,  while  all  fall  above  the  national  average  in  the  category  of 
those  with  less  than  a  Grade  9  education.  Interestingly,  while  in  1981-82  all  four  Atlantic 
provinces  experienced  a  negative  net  migration,  the  following  year  all  four  experienced  a 
positive  net  migration  -  and  one  greater  than  the  national  average.  (Could  this  last  fact  be 
related  to  the  situation  in  Alberta?) 

3.  In  1987,  wages  in  these  three  provinces  were  above  the  national  average;  though  in  1989  only 
Ontario  had  an  unemployment  rate  less  than  the  national  average.  All  three  provinces 
graduate  more  university  students  per  capita  than  does  Canada  as  a  whole,  and  all  three  have 
fewer  residents  with  less  than  a  Grade  9  education.  All  three  provinces  do  well  in  terms  of 
migration  rates.  Though  Alberta  sustained  a  -1.9  rate  in  1982-83,  this  does  not  offset  the 
remarkable  22.1  rate  the  previous  year.  Figures  on  yearly  incomes  aren't  given  for  each 
province;  but  in  1987  Ontario,  British  Columbia,  and  the  three  prairie  provinces  all  had 
family  incomes  above  the  Canadian  national  average. 
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Enrichment 

1.  a.    Five  indicators  of  regional  disparity  include  the  following: 

•  income 

•  employment  rate 

•  standard  of  living 

•  education 

•  migration 

b.   Answers  will  vary  and  be  personal.  Have  you  supported  your  opinion? 

2.  This  answer  will  be  personal.  Did  you  think  of  the  sacrifices  that  leaving  would  involve: 
leaving  family,  friends,  and  community;  being  alone  in  a  new  environment;  perhaps 
encountering  failure? 

Did  you  consider  the  sacrifices  involved  in  staying:  facing  a  bleak  economic  future;  never, 
perhaps,  achieving  that  of  which  you're  capable;  feeling  frustrated  and  defeated? 


Section  3:  Activity  1 

1.-7.    There  can  naturally  be  no  suggested  answers  for  your  survey.  Your  opinions  are 

personal,  as  are  those  of  the  people  you  surveyed.  In  Question  5.,  did  you  explain  your 
answer  clearly? 


Section  3:  Activity  2 

1 .  The  writer  clearly  identifies  with  Alberta  and  Western  Canada  in  general,  though  it  is  hard  to 
say  with  which  he  identifies  more  strongly.  He  contrasts  Western  Canada  and  Alberta  to 
Eastern  Canada  and  Quebec.  He  uses  "Alberta"  eight  times  in  his  letter,  and  "Western 
Canada"  three  times.  Perhaps  his  strongest  identification  is,  then,  with  Alberta. 

2.  a.    The  tone  is  emotional. 

b.   The  emotion  seems  to  be  anger  or  indignation.  You  could  point  out  expressions  like 
"absolutely  disgusting  "  or  "This  damn  menu",  or  the  exaggerated  assertion  that  the 
menu's  English  almost  required  a  magnifying  glass  to  read.  The  sarcasm  in  the  last  four 
hnes  also  reveals  the  writer's  mood. 

3.  Since  this  activity  involves  a  survey  of  opinions,  there  can  be  no  suggested  answers. 
Probably  some  of  the  ideas  you  received  in  your  survey  will  be  discussed  in  the  pages  that 
follow  it. 
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4.   What  follows  are  just  a  few  suggestions  as  to  how  an  Albertan  might  reply  to  the  comments 
made  by  the  central  Canadian.  Your  points  may  be  different  but  equally  arguable. 


It's  simply  a  fact  of  life  in  Canada 
that  most  people  live  in  Ontario  and 
Quebec.  It  would  be  unfair  for  a 
minority  of  westerners  to  impose 
their  views  on  the  majority. 


But  when  one  group  -  the 
majority  -  always  wins  out  over 
another  group  -  the  minority  -  it 
just  isn't  fair  either.  You'd  feel 
the  same  way  if  you  Uved  out 
here. 
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You  westerners  strike  me  as 
bigoted.  You're  so  anti-French, 
for  example.  Can't  you  see  that 
it's  one  of  Canada's  strengths 
that  it's  a  bilingual  country?  The 
French  were  here  first,  and  their 
presence  is  one  of  the  things  that 
makes  us  a  society  distinct  from 
that  of  the  United  States. 


We're  not  anti-French.  It's  just  that  the 
West  is  different;  it's  just  not  bilingual. 
There  are  more  Germans  and  Ukrainians 
out  here,  for  example,  than  there  are 
French.  We  just  don't  feel  the  French 
presence  you  speak  of  at  all,  and  it's 
artificial  to  impose  it  on  us. 


5.   a.   The  broader  statement  that  the  cartoon  is  making  is  that  the  central  government  does  not 
understand  that,  in  fact,  the  West  is  not  in  the  same  situation  as  Central  Canada.  The 
interest  rate  policy  designed  to  suit  Central  Canada  is  harming  the  West,  but  the 
government  of  Canada  fails  to  realize  this. 

b.   Your  cartoon  will  reflect  your  personal  view  of  the  situation.  Do  you  feel  that  the 
situation  between  the  federal  government  and  the  West  has  changed  since  1989? 


Were  your  facts  accurate  in  your  letter?  Did  you  express  your  ideas  clearly?  Were  you 
honest?  Did  you  strive  to  avoid  bias  and  prejudice  in  your  own  letter? 
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Section  3:  Activity  3 

There  can,  of  course,  be  no  right  or  wrong  answer  to  this  question.  What  follows  may  help  you 
evaluate  your  problem- solving  skills,  however. 

Step  1:  The  problem  is  this:  The  West  believes  that  it  is  not  always  treated  as  an  equal  partner 
within  Canada.  What  can  westerners  do  about  this  situation? 

Step  2:  You  may  have  come  up  with  many  possible  solutions,  particularly  if  you  brainstormed 
with  a  group.  If  you're  working  alone,  you  might  want  to  suggest  your  ideas  to  friends 
or  family;  their  responses  should  help  you  think  critically  of  what  you've  thought  of  on 
your  own,  and  they  might  help  you  come  up  with  new  ideas. 

Step  3:  Think  critically  here,  considering  the  plus  and  minus  sides  of  your  ideas.  Again,  if  you 
can  talk  to  others,  it  will  be  a  big  help. 

Step  4:  Make  sure  your  explanation  here  is  clear.  Having  to  explain  something  clearly  is  the 
best  way  of  ensuring  that  you've  thought  about  it  logically. 

Step  5:  Again,  discussion  is  helpful  at  this  stage.  Present  your  ideas  clearly.  Try  to  keep  your 
ideas  above  the  level  of  a  simple  emotional  response. 

Section  3:  Activity  4 

1 .  The  writer  of  the  letter  feels  the  West  should  separate  for  the  following  reasons: 

•  Quebec  has  too  much  control  and  influence  in  the  federal  government. 

•  The  French  language  has  been  forced  on  Western  Canada. 

•  The  West  is  robbed  by  the  East  (which  the  federal  government  favours). 

2.  D  a. 
A  b. 
D  c. 
D  d. 
A  e. 
A  f. 

3.  Your  letter  will  express  a  personal  opinion.  Is  your  letter  clear  and  fair?  Is  it  at  all 
prejudiced? 
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Section  3:  Activity  5 

1.  French  Quebeckers  feel  resentment  against  English  Canada  for  the  following  reasons: 

•  English  businessmen  controlled  the  wealth  and  economy  of  Quebec. 

•  Quebec  feared  its  growing  minority  status  in  Canada. 

•  conscription  crisis  of  WWI 

2.  a.    The  poster  would  have  greater  appeal  to  the  English-speaking  Canadians.  The  word 

"chums"  is  a  British  term. 

b.   By  using  a  British  term  on  the  poster,  the  idea  of  this  being  a  foreign  (British)  war  was 
reinforced.  It  would  very  likely  increase  French  resentment. 

3.  T  a. 
F  b. 
F  c. 
T  d. 
F  e. 
F  f. 
T  g. 
T  h. 
T  i. 
T  j. 

4.  Again,  this  question  asks  for  a  personal  opinion.  Be  sure  that  you  have  expressed  your 
opinion  clearly.  Specific  examples  are  always  a  help  in  defending  your  point  of  view. 
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5.   L  a. 

T  b. 

T  c. 

L  d. 

L  e. 

L  f. 


Comparison 

Levesque 

Trudeau 

Period  in  power 

•  1976-85 

•  1968-79  and  1980-84 

Position  held 

•  premier  of  Quebec 

•  prime  minister  of  Canada 

Ideas 
about 
Quebec 

•  strong  provincial  government 
needed 

•  separatism,  with  sovereignty- 
association 

•  protect  French  language  and 
culture  by  federal  government 
policies 

Ideas 
about 
Canada 

•  sovereignty-association  with 
Quebec 

•  strong  central  government 
needed  to  protect  all  minority 
rights 

•  Quebec  to  remain  a  part  of 
Canada 

7.  Sovereignty-association  would  be  a  scheme  whereby  a  province  (i.e.,  Quebec)  would  in  most 
respects  become  an  independent  country.  It  would,  however,  retain  some  associations  with 
Canada  such  as  a  common  currency  and  an  open  border  for  goods  and  people. 

8.  Did  you  honestly  put  yourself  into  the  position  of  the  Quebecois  as  best  you  could?  Did  you 
explain  your  answer  clearly? 
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Section  3:  Follow-up  Activities 
Extra  Help 

Multiple  Choice  Section 

C  1. 
A  2. 
D  3. 
A  4. 
A  5. 
C  6. 
B  7. 
B  8. 
B  9. 
D  10. 

Opinion  Section 

W  1. 
B  2. 
Q  3. 
B  4. 
W  5. 
W  6. 
Q  7. 
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Enrichment 
Part  A 

1.  Personal  feelings  are  involved  here.  Have  you  supported  your  answer? 

2.  Your  response  will  depend  on  where  you  have  been  in  Canada  and  what  you  have  seen. 

3.  Your  answers  will  relate  to  your  perceptions  of  your  own  lifestyle. 

4.  a.    Probably  you  feel  quite  positive  about  the  picture  of  Canada  that  was  presented, 
b.   This  depends  on  your  individual  feelings.  Have  you  supported  your  answer? 

Part  B 

Your  conclusion  will  depend  upon  what  you  think  is  better  for  your  province  and  for  Canada.  It 
is  reasonable  to  think  that  the  provinces  should  have  free  rein  to  use  their  resources  to  their  best 
advantage.  It  is  also  logical  that  there  should  be  coordination  of  activities  country-wide  and  that 
national  concerns  and  interests  be  given  attention  in  resource  development. 

Section  4:  Activity  1 

1 .   •  head  of  the  family 

•  mayor  and  city  council 

•  members  of  the  family 

•  family  meeting 

•  community  meeting 

•  one  member  of  the  family  feels  left  out 

•  family  breakup 

•  the  community  solves  differences 

•  parent's  anniversary 
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I 

prime  minister  or  the  Queen  j 

i 

prime  minister  and  cabinet  | 

provinces,  regions  of  Canada  i 

j 

Parliament,  First  Ministers'  meeting  j 
Parliament,  First  Ministers'  meeting 
alienation  \ 


separatism 

referendums,  plebiscites,  elections  ; 

! 

July  1st  celebrations;  Canada's  birthday 
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2.  a.    The  community  does  exhibit  quahties  of  a  strong  family  or  community.  There  are 

individual  differences,  but  people  are  sharing  and  getting  along.  They  are  working  to 
improve  their  community  as  a  whole. 

b.   Here  are  several  examples  of  the  qualities  of  a  strong  community.  Your  list  may  have 
included  several  different  ideas. 

•  sense  of  pride  is  shown  in  painting  houses,  planting  flowers,  mowing  the  lawn 

•  sharing  is  shown  in  task-sharing  such  as  carrying  groceries,  holding  a  plate  for  the 
barbecue  cook 

•  diversity  is  shown  in  the  pursuit  of  different  activities  by  everyone 

•  respect  for  others  is  shown  by  the  desire  to  have  attractive  homes,  yards,  and  cars 

•  respect  is  also  shown  by  a  concern  for  the  safety  of  others  (the  fence  around  the 
pool) 

3.  Mr.  Lougheed  would  most  definitely  not  be  a  centralist.  Rather,  he  fought  for  strong 
provincial  governments. 

4.  Mr.  Trudeau  was  a  centraUst.  Mr.  Levesque  wanted  more  provincial  rights  for  Quebec,  to  the 
point  of  separatism. 

5.  a.    The  prime  minister  and  the  ten  provincial  premiers  make  up  Canada's  eleven  first 

ministers.  Do  you  know  the  names  of  Canada's  first  ministers? 

b.   The  prime  minister  would  advance  the  federalist  position,  and  the  premiers  would  state 
provincial  interests  and  demands. 

6.  The  unwritten  part  of  the  Canadian  Constitution  consists  of  the  laws  and  court  decisions  that 
evolved  as  a  body  of  law  throughout  hundreds  of  years  of  British  history.  The  written  part 
was  the  BNA  Act,  patriated  in  1982  as  part  of  the  Constitution  Act.  The  Constitution  Act 
added  to  the  BNA  Act,  the  most  famous  addition  being  the  Canadian  Charter  of  Rights  and 
Freedoms. 

7.  Canada's  first  Constitution  was  called  the  BNA  Act.  It  was  passed  in  1867  (date)  and  was  an 
Act  of  British  Parliament,  since  the  colonies  belonged  to  Britain.  In  1982  (date)  Prime 
Minister  Trudeau  patriated  (brought  home)  the  Constitution.  He  added  to  it  the  Canadian 
Charter  of  Rights  and  Freedoms,  and  entrenched  bilingualism  (the  right  to  use  French  and 
English). 

Changes  (amendments)  could  be  made  to  the  Constitution  only  if  the  federal  government  and 
seven  of  the  provinces,  representing  at  least  50%  of  the  Canadian  population,  agreed.  Only 
the  province  of  Quebec  did  not  agree  to  the  Constitution  Act. 
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8.  a.  No. 

b.   These  eight  provinces  would  account  for  only  38%  of  Canada's  population.  Fifty 

percent  is  necessary  for  a  change,  represented  by  at  least  seven  provinces.  Whether  this 
is  fair  will  express  a  personal  view.  Is  it  fair  that  two  provinces  can  thwart  the  will  of 
eight,  even  if  those  two  make  up  over  60%  of  the  country's  population? 

9.  Your  answer  will  express  a  personal  view.  It  could  be  a  good  idea,  because  it  allows 
discussion,  sharing  of  opinions  and  complaints,  and  the  chance  to  negotiate  and  solve 
problems  directly.  On  the  other  hand,  it  gives  more  power  to  the  provinces  and,  with 
frequent  meetings,  more  opportunity  for  head-to-head  conflict  over  touchy  issues. 

10.  a.   It  would  have  been  a  provincial  victory,  giving  the  provinces  more  power,  as  well  as 
control  over  changes  in  the  Constitution. 

b.   No,  they  will  probably  increase  their  demands. 

Section  4:  Activity  2 

1.  The  graph  outlining  the  dollars  transferred  per  capita  is  more  important  because  it  tells  how 
much  each  province  benefitted  relative  to  its  size. 

2.  •  most  -  Prince  Edward  Island 
•  least  -  Ontario 

3.  This  answer  will  be  personal.  Did  you  explain  your  position  clearly? 

4.  This  answer  will  be  personal.  The  question  of  universality  is  one  that  you  may  well  be 
hearing  more  about  in  the  future.  It  seems  to  be  coming  increasingly  under  fire.  Should 
only  people  in  need  get  money,  or  should  all  receive  it? 

5.  This  answer  will  be  personal.  Is  your  opinion  explained  clearly?  Is  it  bias-free? 
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Section  4:  Foliow-up  Activities 
Extra  Help 

1.  a.    The  three  contributors  were  the  following  provinces: 

•  Ontario 

•  Alberta 

•  British  Columbia 

b.  The  seven  recipients  were  the  following  provinces: 

•  Newfoundland 

•  P.E.I. 

•  Nova  Scotia 

•  New  Brunswick 

•  Quebec 

•  Manitoba 

•  Saskatchewan 

c.  Saskatchewan  received  $324.30  per  capita.  The  province  received  $347  000  000.  The 
population  of  the  province  was  1  070  000.  To  determine  the  per  capita  amount,  divide 
the  amount  received  by  the  population. 

2.  F  a. 
P  b. 
P  c. 
P  d. 
F  e. 
P  f. 
F  g. 

3.2  a.    Constitution  Act  patriates  the  Constitution 

5  b.   Constitutional  referendum  is  rejected  by  Canadians 

1  c.    BNA  Act  creates  Dominion  of  Canada 

4  d.   Meech  Lake  Accord  is  rejected 

3  e.    Meech  Lake  Accord  worked  out  by  First  Ministers 
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Enrichment 
Part  A 

1.  ...  within  Canada  there  could  be  no  Quebec. 

2.  The  provincial  and  federal  governments  could  not  agree  on  the  division  of  powers  nor  an 
amending  formula. 

3.  Trudeau  promised  that  if  Quebec  voted  "No"  to  sovereignty-association,  he'd  bring  home  the 
Constitution,  update  it,  and  put  in  a  charter  of  rights  and  freedoms  that  would  entrench 
bilinguahsm. 

4.  •  Trudeau  saw  Canada  as  more  than  just  a  free  association  of  provinces. 

•  Peckford  saw  Canada  as  an  association  of  strong  provinces  -  but  with  a  strong 
federal  government  as  well. 

5.  The  British  government  was  concerned  that  it  would  be  unconstitutional  to  do  this  without 
the  consent  of  the  provinces. 

6.  The  court  said  that  on  a  purely  legal  basis  the  federal  government  could  act  alone,  but  that 
there  had  been  established  a  constitutional  convention  over  the  years  that  the  consent  of  the 
provinces  be  asked  in  constitutional  matters.  In  other  words,  the  court  tended  to  sit  on  the 
fence. 

7.  The  Gang  of  Eight  was  composed  of  all  the  provinces  except  Ontario  and  New  Brunswick. 

8.  The  only  one  left  was  Quebec. 

9.  This  answer  calls  for  a  personal  opinion.  Do  you  clearly  see  both  sides  of  the  issue?  In  a 
province  like  Newfoundland,  with  high  unemployment,  the  right  to  keep  workers  from 
outside  the  province  from  flooding  in  during  a  boom  period  would  be  very  important.  By 
contrast,  you  must  ask  whether  any  Canadian  workers  should  be  prevented  from  working 
anywhere  in  Canada  that  they  choose. 

Parte 

Your  answer  will  be  personal.  Have  you  explained  your  views  clearly,  with  supporting  reasons? 
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